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stvjmp neSt fall 



net; -"do c) 



1 go upon the stwmp neSt fall (l think I shall not; ""do c) aiiu 
acted with the mtlon' party durirr" the war tut are opposed, to 
the word white, 1 shall again argue to then! the propriety of 
with that party in electing men who will take U..e J irst stop 

the question to the people in I860, and in 1838, I shall 

the" should feel cow 



> 

if 



men who agree 



on this • 
the word 



•rer. t 
v/hi te , 



deserv'ea. If 

find men who 

striking out 

still acting 

t owarcls submi 1 t i n ■ 

still urge them to remain with tho Union party even 

polled, to vote against striking out the word white. In short, in my judg- 

luent, the paramount, the controlling, the all important question of the day 

is the reconstruction of the lately' rebellious question of the day in ouch 

a way as to place those states in. the hands of the loyal men and to secure 

the rights, protection and safety of thoae who have been the friends of the 

Union and as long as that question remains unsettled, 1 shall advise all 

men who agree on~that question to stand together, however much they may 

disagree on other questions ; and until that question shall be settled, I 

shall not try to drive off from our party on other questions, 

with us on this question. 

For instance there are men who agree with our party 
question who disagree wit:, us on the question of striking out 
There are' other men who agree with us on this great question who disagree 
with us on the liquor and temperance question. Shall we, if possible, stand 
together, or shall we divide? 1 think we ought to stand together, I shall 
vote and labor to strike the word white out of the constitution of Iowa, but 
1 will not strike clown a man who, clis agreeing with, rae on that question, 
and is willing to work wits, me in tho work of reconstruction. 

Such are my opinions somewhat carefully considered, and I shall act 
on them until I shall become convinced, they are wrong, and I certainly shall 
not be frightened into that belief. 

You must excuse me for making a speech here for the purpose of 
freeing myself from the unfounded charges made against me in Iowa. Although 
I am not supposed to be so, I am in fact a proud man. If the newspapers charge 
me with petit larceny, I will not defend myself against the charge unless 
I am taken into a court or justice to do so. I think my past life is a 
sufficient answer to such a charge. If the newspapers doubt my fealty to 
the Republican Union party, I shall not defend myself by protestations of 
fealty. If my past political action does not answer the charge, those who 
make it must wait for the answer until they shall see my future actions. 
One thing is very sure, these newspaper men cannot prevent me from acting 
in my way, steadily and earnestly with, ray party. If 1 cant weai 1 shoulder 
straps I can carry a musket. 

You see now what a scrape you have gotten into by writing to me 



agrees 



on this subject. You have had to read a very long letter, very 



poorly 
points 
enough to 



you think 
friendly 



written. I have written hastily and have not probably on all 
expressed myself accurately or fullj/q but I think I have said 
indicate where I stand. 

You may slios this to any of your or my friends whom 
fit, but it is not for publication. Again I thank you for the 
Interest you show by writing me on this 'subject. 

There is no man in Iowa would suit, me better for Governor of 
Iowa than Baldwin, but I must remain quiet. Balmy, Williamson, and others 
whom I can't go against are in the field- probably as the time comes 
nearer there will be feiser candidates." 

On Jan. 20, 1867, I received a letter from Mr. Hozie In which he 
said he came from Oskaloosa with Mr. Loughridge, the successor to Mr, Grin 
nell who was enroute to 'gashing ton for the 4th of March. Mr. Loughridge 
told Mr. Ho;-;ie that the nest ppeaker would. le Colfax and the policy wouM 
be to Impeach the President and he was anxious to make a favorable ac- 
quaintance with me. He-'Said the gubernatorial contest would be a bitter- 
one. 'The northern part of the State would, "have ■. I to keep them still. 
Williamson and Cottrell both candidates at Des Moines, and neiihiar can 

•I 

be nominated, >7e have a great many big men at Des Moines, unfortunately. 
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On January 25, 1867, I received the following lettei? from Mr. 
Frank Palmer on the impeachment of the President: 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

"I believe there is enough which can be -proven against John- 
son to impeach him, and that the example of his impeachment would do 
the country good; but the law has such an eternity of quirks in it that 
the trial would probably outlast hi : > term of office. If a private citizen 
commits an indictable crime the question is not one of policy as to his 
arraignment; it is a matter of duty. Why should the President of the • • 
U. S. be an exception among the criminals, espesei silly when his crime 
is really the highest known in the land? If I were a member of the 4th 
Congress, I would help indict him if it could be done, and let the 
Congressmen take care of themselves : . 

I 5- ike your notions relative to the boggs State Governments. 
They ought to be wiped out- of existence and loyal men, white and black, 
clothed with authority to make ne.v constitutions. ■ < 

The Dubuque HerM.4 has brought out feisson as the Republican 
nominee for Governor. The 'suggestions comes from an appropriate 
source. I can learn nothing of Kasson's future intentions. It is no 
longer to be feared whatever he ma;*: conclude to do or not to do. 
His endorsements and recommenditions still pass current at the 
White House. There has been but one- removal in this district, and 
ghat man was removed because he voted for you, the Republican nominee." 
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My first experiences in Congress were set forth in a letter 
to Mrs. Dodge as follows: 

, Washington, March 5, 1867. 

"1 received your letter in Hew York. It was racy and cheered 
and did me lots of good. 1 have. had : the blues evefc since I left 
home and this place is infernal; is .loaded down with applications 
and importunities and 1 am sick to death of it. Yesterday the 338th 
Congress adjourned and the 40th commenced operations. I send you 
papers containing 0olfax(s speeches which were in good taste. Brooks 
f ilibusteredfcut did no good.. The House was crowded, ladies being on 
the floor, said to be the most imposing scene ever witnessed in the 
House. 'When John Morriseey's name was called, there was a flurry all 
over the House. He always cretaed a sensation. Thad Steven';, who sat 
next to me, turned and said, "He creates as much fuss as 'though he if as 
expected to mill the whole house." 

There is nothing to keep us here over two weeks. All impor- 
tant bills have passed, but there is a party here led by Butler 
Stevens, &c. who want to stay all summer, but 1 think we can vote 
them down. A caucus will be held tomorrow night to determine the ques- 
tion and 1 will write you.. Kasson goes home to lay his plans for 
member of the 41st Congress. He has played some very sharp tricks ; has 
appointed Lamp Sherman collector, a renegade Republican who voted for 
Tuttle. John Sherman, Ids' brother, has got him confirmed. Judge 
Baldwin is here with ma,! J. have had but one letter from you. Am now 
settled and will write often; could not get a room until tonight. 

Send all the papers coming to me from the district here. 
Either put them in new packages or redirect them. Love to all. Kiss 
the girls and. talk Indian to the baby. I would give much to see her. 1 * 

On March 8th, 1867, I received a letter from my brother in 

relation to the Candidacy of Lewis W. Ross for Governor as follows: 

,"I am surprised at the progress Ross is making in his canvass 
for Gubsucwatorial nomination. The endorsements he is receiving -from' 

unexpected 1 sources are flattering. ! 

Russell afl Davenport Times! is pressing his claims; also Rush 
Clark of Iowa City, and many others iin the eastern part of the State* 
They all write Ross that he stands first of any one spoken of, not 
excepting Grinnell. The sjpe will be unanimous for him as far as 
reports come in. I was somewhat taken aback when he showed me letters he 
had received from the different counties; many of them voluntary 
endorsements and urging him to come out ; Especially those from the 
eastern part of the State. I ha-fik' no; idea he was well enough known 
out-side of our district to, be put forward as a candidate/ 

1 suppose one reason of his showing me these evidences of his 
popularity in other parts of the State was to learn if I knew the reason 
of the Nonpareil's silence, when Dav. Gazette and other papers had 
endorsed him. so unqaulif iedly, Maynard, he tells me, has refused to 
do anything for him at present, and iso said to Bloomer. This led. some 
to suspect that Maynard was influenced to this silence by you. While 
Maynard' s silence was unaccountable,: Ross dees not believe that you 
had any hand in it. If he had any suspicions, I cleared his mind of 
then. I told him you appreciated his! efforts to secure your nomination 
in Congress, and never went back on friends, 1 told him' to write you 
and let you know of his being on the! track, and that he mipiht count on 
your active co-operation and so far as you had influence with Maynard, 
1 felt sure you would use it for him, 1 presume Maynard is holding 
back for developements, but do not know." 

■■' In the drawing of seats in Congress, I ' happened to fall to 

the seat formerly occupied by Hon. J;. B. Grinnell, former 'representative 

from Iowa; Thad Stevens sat next to me and Gen. Butler of Massachusetts 

was on my left. While they were very! radical they were 'at swords points 
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and wlie-: Butler would come over to speak to Stevens, after he had left^ 
Stevens would turn bo me and ask, '"Do you know whether he was talking 
to me or you?" Butler was cross-eyed and you could not te'l whom he 
was looking at. 

The speaker of the House, : James 6. Blaine, was a personal 

x 

friend of mine. I also had the close friendship of all the members from. 
Iowa, both in the House and the Senate, and I have no doubt they spoke 
a kind word to Blaine about my committee appointments, Mr. Blaine 
spoke to me in relation to them. I told uim I understood the best 
appointment was on the appropriation committee therefore, I would 
strike as high as I could. He laughed and said he guessed he could 
not give me that. Of course I knew that a new member would not get 
on that committee, but he placed me on the Military Committee, which 
was fine, position and one of the most prominent committees of the 
House, its work being to re-organize the army after the Civil War. 

I had the close friendship of General Grant who was then a 
General in command of the Army and of General Rawlins, his chief of 
staff, and I was looked upon in the military Committee as represent- 
ing Grant's views although I never assumed the position; however, 
when General. Grant wanted anything done, he always, made it known to 
me and I often consulted him about legislation which referred to the 
Army . 

As to appointments, the delegation were very kind to me 
being disposid to give me nearly anything I wanted, especially was 
that the case in giving the veterans who served with me places, many 
of which 1 obtained for them in the South, .such as Registers of 
Bankruptcy and other appointments..: 

One of my 'first applications was to the Hon. Hugh McCul lough, 
Secretary of the Treasury,' asking ;the appointment of Col. A.P.Anderson 
of Fremont County, Iowa, to the position of Assessor of Internal Reventr"*- 
for the 5th District of Iowa. Col. Anderson, was a major In the 4th" 
Iowa- -my own regiment. \ . . 

As giving a touch of the Washington life, on March, 10,^1867, 
I wrote my two little daughters, Lettie and Ella, the following letter: 
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"This is Sunday and rainy and dreary, and all the days since 
I have been here have "been of the same sort;. The sun has hardly peep- 
ed from the clouds, let alone coning out in all its brightness as it 
does out west. The air is damp, foggy and disagreeable, 

1 wish for my sake I had my two little girls here and ma, 
Tiut there is nothing comfortable or inviting; crowded hotels- shabby 
rooms, av.d steamboat fare, miserable coffee, and, saucy waiters. If 
you know of any boy who want 13 to enter the Naval school I can get him 
a place . The Sec. of Navy has notified me of a vacancy in my district. 

The President, Mr. Johnson, sent me a polite note yesterday 
inviting me to dine with him. He also invited Mrs, Dodge. 1 suppose 
that means. mama, and if she desires to go, she better be fixing up 
her clothes for a sensation. Gen. Grant was here with his little boy 
to see me and inquired after my boys I told him they were all little 
girls. He said I must bring them on and let them get acquainted with 
Master Fred, 

The little girls at the house romp up and down the halls and 
have a p;ay time. I often stop them and have a chat. • Two or three 
have taken quite a fancy to me and are little ladies. You must en- 
deavor to learn good manners, become good writers and fine students 
for intelligence always attracts, even more than good looks. Ilia ' 
feels so proud in her new dresses that 1 fear they have more ehaums 
yhan her lessons and music. 

1 have had two letters from Ella and one from 'Let tie. Tell 
mama when she writes me not to use my franked envelopes; use them 
when she writes others, as letters to me are free without a frank. 

I want to see Annie. ' It seems as though I could not wait. 
\ Kiss mama and baby. ' 

I received a letter on March 10th from Mr. Prank Streamer of 
the. Young 'Men's Library Association i of Council Bluffs asking for public 
documents, especially of the Pacific railroad surveys. He was doing the 
local for the Nonpareil and said if il would throw a favor to the Y.M.L.A. 
he would throw several for me through the Nonpareil. As 1 was a member 
and one of the organizers of this library Association, 1 «d what I could 
to help build up and maintain this library. , 

/ fiL 7 

In writing home on the 10th of March,'' 1 said; " 

do not agrlf as^radjoSrSeSf "tKJ Houf' &W f 7 % Th& Hollse and S ^e 
and the Senats want. oZ until OctoW ZTl S to ^aam W&fey 8th 
adjourn over unto Fall! Do r,S wLf f! or November. 1 want to 

to stay a week or tSo longer now ?San L^Sf ^f 6 in *** * and ureter 
summer, it has rained all the time ? hSrS hSi 1 '? ed t0 f tay bere in th ® 
busy as a b ee » 1 get cords of letters • ™„?2° n @ f e and J have been a ^ 
much else. Major Ensign of Dea Sotn^'nnfS ' W&ntS » wants aBd not 
a school for any -one w £ hasTi^tTthTLT" WMt * f ° r me - " is 
Wilson is at the hoad «f + *,„ t j* t* 

~» -» &rz tosrzx?:-- *™ &f ^ „ x . oid 

On Marc, n, W7 , x dlned ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ 
ho„e gave this description of the dinner: ' 



ladSS lg ??',„ and so ? e twenty other, a ii? a J Urato of Missouri, Perr 

tinds S of wine aS Jota=o^ dl "? e? *"h'a§ "oSL^and^L 13 ' "^ >' ad » 

»(i . T . J -, S¥J -" e - Joiinson was du 1 1 inni-oH i, nci as many different 

Gen. Dodge, you knew me in T™ J £°« e d ?? aVy and casually said to L 
so far apart now." I answer^ «? See " Jt seem s to me we should »«? I 
I cannot • qn<? +o •?»-,,• ~ ^"fawereci i nave no ni f a „T . ^ou-ia not be 

shouM handle G?viS any + way your past course ft J 1 " 8 \° wards you, but 
XSW now havi a ! 0Vernm fnt in accordance with f hi ? e f ms to me that you 
4gksfiPg>ve an opportunity to carr^ouI'tLir^sS'if this ^ B ' 
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The ladies s Mrs, Patterson, Mrs. Stevens and daughter, enter- 
tained. They are very pleasant. The Miss gave me a "fo(»£}Lve.t which 
adorned my table. The service was magn if leant* The table was loaded 
with flowers and everything was charming, but the pall of death, 
political, death, appeared to hang over the crowd. 

President Johnson's appointments lately have been radical. His 
appointments of Military Commanders for the new Disttcts are all any 
one could ask for, Thomas, Sheridan, Sickles, Ord and Schofield. 

We are dragging along putting in order the machinery to 
reconstruct and nothing else. When we adjourn it will be until fall; 
that is now pretty certain, and I am very glad. Some tliingk we shall 
get off first of next week, but I am afraid not, and since I have been 
here I have worked from morning until midnight. 1 received your letter 
in answer to mine. 

My devotion to business, I have no doubt, has at times caused 
me to neglect my own comfort and withgo mV desires and pleasures, but 
you must remember that mine has been a terrible struggle, and while you 
have had the cares of hope, have I had none? No one "knows, or ever 
will, what I have borne quietly, how I have stmiggled with the world 
finding no fault, burying every disappointment with a determination to 
win or die, and my family has-; received the benefit of what means I 
have achieved, financially or socially; and when 1 see the efforts here 
of the wives, mothers and sisters to put forward their own, I often 
think what you have so often said to keep me back. You decieve yourself 
when you think you have not the same influence you used to hl?e!» 

I was receiving letters from Dea Moines and other -places in 
relation to the efforts of Mr. Kasson, the fomer representative claim™, 
ing he would control the appointments; that he would control the appro™ 
priations for Post-office and federal buidling at Des Moines, etc: none 
of these things worried me as I had the entire delegation behind me 
and I had acquaintances in all departments who were anxious to aid rae in 
any way and as results show, I was correct. Mr. Easaon may have .ade 
an effort to help some of his personal friends whom I* had appointed 
bat 1 saw no disposition on his part to interfere with W own rights 
in the matter. 

On March so, 1867 T wrote h<m ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^ 

Wr^!^ 1 ^^ : *°- '? «™ in n«t ,i„ ter and „ 
Place for eating in the city where we ^ U3 , at Wo ™ 1 «y=. the finest 
and have a house to ourselvel B™ J , ? Set our meals as we like 
about twelve to fourteeHZlfare" Say* *S t h ' ?fS " " 111 cost « 

ffle are now wait in- fn„ +\ ^ WiaCil is cheap, 
vetoed the bin on Ree^JruJuon 'anHf Sf t0 J^n, signed or 
shall adjourn until sometime in tee Su aS thRt aomes in > '« 

or smile „Mi ? W e ^and ™ion and those who^eli ^£°£ f«« 

uiiuoiouand and generally 
A great controversy aros^ <„ n 
post-master, „r. isaac Bra J ^ " ^ "— * — to the 

° at ' * h ° had been verv friendl,, t 
a prominent candidate, while thp 01tizen3 „ " '""^ to De and *» 

".at a^oXdi.rwho had served in the Civil -r^' '" & *"" ^^ ^ 

-ttlea the bastion b, selecting ^^ *' ^^ * 

-electa Ge or S e c. Tlohenor> who fa 
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aide, knowing his ability and fitness for the position. 

The entire delegation signed the following petition to the 
Post-master General: 

"We, the Delegation from the State of Iowa, in Congress, 
respectfully request that Col. George C. Tichenor of Des Moines - Iowa, 
he appointed Post-master, at Des Koines, in place of John Teesdale. 

We ask this change on the ground that Col, Tichenor entered 
the service early in the war as a Lieutenant and served until its 
close. For his bravery, hi'"', untiring devotion to his country and the 
signal ability he displayed while in the service, we ask this reward 
and recognition of is services, 

Mr. Teesdale has held the office for nearly, or quite six 
years and we now consider th t he should give way to a soldier 



it 



In writing home on March 26th, 1867, I said: 

"Let me give you an account of ray day's work. As soon as up 
and breakfasted, I took my bundle of letters and started at the west 
end of the Avenue, Gen. Grant's office, and obtained for a sick 
soldier a 50 days leave. I then crossed over to the War Department and 
got two Brevets for a Capt, Gilpin of my district; then went over to 
Q. M. Department and endeavored to get a lot of suspended accounts 
taken up for a man in Warren County. Prom there I went with a Mrs. 
Davis of Clarke County to the 2nd Auditor to get her claim for addition 
al pension allowed on account of loss of husband and two sons in the 
war and to her great relief procured it. Then I passed clown to the 
Treasury Department and worked until eleven in five of the different 
offices getting attention to different matters sent me;' some important, 
some trifling. Prom there 1 went to P. M. (" eneral and got a Post-office 
.fixed in my district; then to the Interior Department trying to get 
Stewart Goodrell appointed Receiver. Then to the House to stay until 
five. After this, all the evening, probably until 12 o'clock, I 
listen to the applications and persistent importunities of Iowans 
seeking appointments. 

This is just one day's work that I must di, and I get to bed 
at about 2 A, M. and get up at 8 and keep two clerks at work." >y 

On March 30, 1867, the House adjourned to meet on July 6t .. 

providing the country demanded it. In writing home I stated that 

I would still remain there two weeks looking after ajpoi; tme-'ts in my 

district. I said: 

"Last night I called to 'see Gen. Porter and Gen. Babcock and 
family of Gen. Grant's staff. They ore anxious to see yon afed think 
you will like it here, Allison and myself have been house -hurting for 
several evenings. We now talking about purchasing one instead of hiring 
it but I think we had better wait until fall, say September, Since I 
have been here tke wounds in ray side and Head have been troubling me. ; ' 

I also gave a resume of the members as follows: 

"Senator Harlan was here last night until 11 and 1 taha dinner 
there today with the rest of our delegation. Miss Harlan is a very 
accomplished young Ir.cjy. Mrs. Harlan is smart and lets no opportunity 
pass to help along the Senator. Senator Harlan I like very much He 
is" much more accommodating than Senator Grimes, While Grimes has great 
strength and good standing, he is very knrd 'to get acquainted with. 
Wilson of Iowa is one of the most able men in the House. I ti.ink perhaps 
the ablest. When yo~- take him, all in all, in Congress, lie never fails 
to carry a bill he supports. Butler, I think will play out; he is too 
impracticable. Logan makes the finest appearance on the floor. His mannojv/ 
is good, and his speech excellent, and graceful. Bingham of C.'hio is the 
sharpest and ablest debater. Boutwell, the closest reasoner. Schofieffld 
of Pennsylvania watches all points and never fails to detect a joh.Schenck 
is bitter, able and unyielding. THey take extreme views. Butler, 
Schenck and Logan are ready to impeach. Old Thad Stevens says that he 
would impeach on common rumor. He is getting so old that' his voice has 

failed and ] is days are short. I would not be surpris -6 ii' we never saw 
him here "again, b^ t his eye-sight is as'g^od as mine. They do not follow 
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him as well as they did, but his old age, his long service arid his good 
work make all respect him. 

On the Democratic side of the House, Brooks is the leader® 
He is from New York and is an able and fine debater and is always listened 
to. Members listen to a man when they know he is acquainted with the 
matter about which he is talking. They never listen when they think he is 
not posted on his subject. If an army, an Indian or a railroad matter 
comes up, they always come to me, and if I rise to speak or ask a question 
on these matters, they always listen, because they know I am posted. 

Yesterday I carried a bill through relating-- to travel and trade 
on the plains, although Schenck, Stevens and Clark were against me. They 
all know that 1 am posted and that the others are not. Grant pays me great 
attention and generally sends to me when he wants to have members posted 
on his views. The fact that I am Chief Engineer of the Union Pacific 
gives me good standing, and I am probably better acquainted in the House tl; 
than any new member, except Logan and Butler* 

Tbe Lobby here- that you have heard so much about are a lot of 
unscrupulous thieves, ready to do anything. The members, as a general 
thing, keep clear of them. Pretty women with flashing diamonds and 
attractive are an adjunct; not that they are not virtuous but their ability 
to handle and influence men give them the position. I have not met any 
of them, but have had them pointed out to me as breakers to steer clear 
of. Stopping with Wilson, Allison and Grimes has given me an opportunity 
to get posted that others do not have. opportunity 

On April 24, 1867, General M. E. Morgan wrote me in relation 
to Army and Indian affairs as follows: 

Pt. Leavenworth. 

"It is a quarter to three o'clock, and if I had not stopped to 
ask a question } I would have been writing to you when we had just 
now two distinct earthquake shocks. The house in which I have my 
office, my own house, shook as if they were rolling all the stones up 
stairs at once from one end of the building to the other. 

1 have just gotten back from an inspection tour which lasted 
a little beyond a month* 1 did not find it very pleasant, but I hope 
1 earned my mileage. When I got back 1 found my commission as Brevet. 
Brigadier General and papers from you. The brevet suited me in every 
particular. You know that I thank you for this, and these and other 
things. I judge from the Globe that you have been at work on our sutler 
business, When you have it completed, it will be a good thing for the 
army. You are very kind. 

1 was very much pleased to see that -7m. Myer* s name was finally 
sent in for confirmation, it is humiliating to an honest and able man 
to be passed over, while a man like one of our acquaintance is promoted 
apparently without question, 

1 was very sorry for poor old Abadlc. His case is the first 
within my experience of that kind. He entered the Army in 1856, 
and is now thrown out in his old age for no fault of his own. The Army 
is becoming too much of a political machine, and the sooner it is stopped 
the better it will be for the Army and the country, 

1 suppose you see the reports of Hancock's doings in the 
Missouri Democrat. The Indians are hostile,' but Hill not again, in 
my opinion meet him in any numbers. If he had gone out to fight, that 
is to, chastise, he had a chance to do it. He met 500 Chevennes and Sioux 
who pretended to be friendLV, until night came, when thev stole off 
.Leaving their tepees standing. Custer is after them, 'tot he will not 
eaten them. They will scatter and carry sSn depredations on bodies of men 
Vv'iio are unprepared for them," 



-11144- 

On April 25th, 1867, Philip Henson, who had been one of my 
most important secret service men in the south 'wrote me that he was still 
in the Government service, 'publishing a paper, the Union at Corinth;, 
Mississippi. , 

On June 7th, Hoyt Sherman, a toother fibf General Sherman, wrote 
me from Des Moines calling attention to a resolution which 1 had passed 
in the Session of Congress authorizing post commanders to appoint 
military traders at the posts west -of the 100 meridian and made applica- 
tion for a position that was to he :at the new post it the foot of the 
Black Hills. 

General J. A. Williamson was a candidate for Governor and his 
own County gave him a full delegation, 

Mr, A. P. w ood who was writing a history of the war had written • 

me in relation to the Pea Ridge and other campaigns, giving Seigle the 

credit for the tattle at Pea Ridge ;and 1 wrote him a long letter riving 

him the facts in the case and on June 12, 186? I received the following 

letter from him; * 

: Dubuque, Iowa, June 12, 1887. 

"I was in no clanger of making Seigle the hero of that fight. 
I should be much gratified to have access to your military correspond- 
ence &c. during the whole period of the war, If it were considered 
advisable. While their relations are more to general history than to the 
movements and services of Iowa troops, yet I should expect to gleam many 
facts of interest and value as regards our State. Possibly you maj be 
able to give the subject an evening's attention soon, and bring out 
points that are now dark, or incorrectly stated, where Iowa is concerned. 
Should you do this, the time is near at hand when it tell be necessary for 
me to have the result. I am now beginning to trace Grant's campaigns 
in Tennessee &c. 1 do no"t recollect of knowing before that you 
managed his secret service bureau, though I have some memoranda 
(what, I do not at this moment, clearly recollect) that shows you to 
have had something to do with that sort of thing." 

General P. E. Connor who :was in command of a regiment during 

the Indian Campaigns on the plains, and who had had great difficulty 

with Brigham Young, wrote me on June 30, 1867, as follows: 

; Stockton, Gal, June SO, 186?. 

"Under the circumstances that surrounded me in Utah and the 
state of my affairs here, 1 concluded to change my residence for a 
time and am, as you will perceive by the heading, back again in 
my .-home. I intend to go back to Utah again as soon as yur railroad 
gets within a day or two's ride of Salt Lake. 

If God spares me, 1 propose to fight it <-ut on .hat line with 
Brigham. If there is anything I can do in Utah to facilitate the 
buildiiy: of your road, 1 will go back next summer. The nines of 
Utah are good, but can- ot be worked profitably unt 1 your road is built. - 

Our old friends, the Indians, are playing the devil again. I 
fear Sherman can fight Georgia Crackers better than he 'can Indians. 
If they want to subdue the Indians, they must go after their villages; 
can't be done any other way." 
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i had obtained the appointment of Register of "bankruptcy for the 
4th Congressional district in Alabama for Col. George 1* Spencer and lie 
"became candidate for Senator from that State. His residence was at 
Decatui , Alabama and on July 22, 1867, he wrote me as follows: 

"Our Legislature meets on the 13th of this month. Cannot 
you come to Montgomery about the 15th and remain a few days? You could 
li-^lp me a great deal and I think secure my election, Mo man isoiore 
endorsed or has greater influence with the Alabamians than you. If 
you will come I will pay your expenses and will also show you some 
good speculations that will pay you ten fold. Of course, you know that 
if I am successful .and that you can- rely upon me to do anything for 
either 3/ourself, your interests or your friends that you may desire. 

I think my chances are good, but with your presence would regard 
it as a certainty. If possible do come. You shall never have cause 
to regret it. If I have letters from Wilson, Lop:an and other prominent 
men, it would help me greatly. A letter from Gen. Gran' tr'would be 
invaluable. Could you get me such a letter? 

lhat 1 leant', most is to show the members that I would have more 
influence if elected than the other- candidates." 

1 did what 1 could to aid- Spencer in his candidacy and he was 
elected one of the Senators from the State under- the Reconstruction. 1 
had a large acquaintance in Alabama: from the fact that 1 raised the 
first Alabama Cavalry and through all the mountain districts was well known 
as it was under my command when 1 was in command at Corinth; then Mr. 
Smith who was very active with me in handling the Northern Alabama, 
became Governor after the war and even up to today 1 have a great many 
friends, members of the regiment and others, in the south. 1 also 
raised two or three colored regiments in Alabama and have always kept 
in touch with them politically since the war. 

On August 28, 1867, 1 received the fiollowing letter from 



George C. Tichenor: 



Des Moines, Iowa. 



It has been a long time since I heard from you. 1 presume 
you have a thousand things to engage your time and attention, more 
important than mere letters of friendship, and while I would not seek 
to engage your attention to your annoyance, 1 beg to assure you that 
an occasional letter from you, to whom I am so greatly indebted and 
to whom 1 am so durably attached, would be most'" agreeable to me- 
though more so since so many questions are asked me dailv rep-ardinp- 

aw wi ^h ? re ? b0UtS ' & °* &C * Y ° U llaVe Very raan y wa ™ fiends all 
So Lll ?° T^ Vf 1 ^ S«at interest in you and whose solicitude 

has been awakened in behalf of your health. I trust you will not ferret 
those good friends aiiion E st whom I Deg you to class me? E& 

The late guerrilla raid of the President upon loyalt^ in thp 

It^ll^^T 1 ?-^ Sher + ida ? and Sick les, is generally regaled* as 

the <• last hair winch is to break the camel's back% the general 
feeling now being that he must he impeached. Many who have hitherto 
opposed it now favor it, and I am now clearly of the opi o thai 
the sentiment of the next session will he much strengthened in that 

neo2- 1 l t°?L l f?r d ' * . doub V-<*tt>e Pressure of public^sent iraen? will ■ 
necessitate his arraignment as amongst the first acts of the next 

of SiSn-? 911, Ti la '^ aCtl ° n has refflOVed all doubts in the minds 
of Republicans and has rendered his nomin tion for President a fi^ed 
and irrevocable fact. All that he has to do is to remain fixed and 
firm m the line of conduct his late action indicates, and tie ?reat 
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voice of the loyalists of the land, radical or moderate, will proclaim 
him President, while history will declare him the second Washington; 
yea! greater than he. 

You were doubtless astonished to hear that Kasson is nominated 
in this County as one of our candidates for the Legislature. When I 
see you I will give you an account of the manner in which it was done 
and the reasons for doing it. You can rest assured, however, that to 
him it is no victory; it will prove the last stwfee of final and eternal 
defeat and political ruin to him and his friends. His enemies nominated 
him, that is, they duped his friends into doing it. 

I have jiist arranged a list of appointments for Frank Palmer to 
speak in nearly every county in the district. Wi throw will also make a 
number of speeches, and efforts are beiiv made to have Griin.es,, 3Iim Wilson 
and Harlan make speeches at the Bluffs and other good points in the 
district. We had a bloody fight in our county convention as a delegate 
myself 1 never fought so hard. Although Goodrell was beaten for treasurer 
we nominated "Dodge men" for every office as '.veil as (Oapt. Harry Griffith) 
chairman of the County Committee. 

Several gentlemen here, of capital, are anxious to learn sons- 
■ thing about that embryo City - Cheyenne, && the base of the mountains. If 
you can give me, yourself, or through some one else, reliable information 
regarding its present status and future prospects, please do so. 

The C.R.I.& P. R.R. is completed within four miles of our 
place and the trains will run here regularly by the 5th of nest month, 
which you are aware is a consummation we have' long prayed for. 

You have doubtless heard of the death of Mrs. Spencer, as occu- 
rring at Tuscaloosa, Ala., a few weeks since I get letters from Spencer 
regularly. He seems much cut down and -rieved. He tells me that his 
office (Register of Bankruptcy) will pay f 20, 000 this year. 

Barnes 1 woolen factory investment has proven a failure. He 
writes me that he has lost every dollar he had, and is now penniless and 
nut of employment v He wanted me to say to you that he would like a sit- 
uation on the U.P'^'R. ' If you. can give him a conductor situation or 
something of the kind, please do so. 

I am getting along very well, and all hands seemed pleased with 
my administration of the Post Office. Frank Palmer wants to know whether 
that cadetship is still vaaant. We have an excellent candidate for it 
now. Please write me abort it at once." 

On October 22, 1887 I received a letter from Col. Sp encer giving 

an account of the death of his wife and matters in Alabama as follows: 

Tuskaloosa, Ala. 

"My great affliction, and also sickness of myself, and your 
absence confined, prevented me from writing you since my darling wife's 
death. 

Today I received your letter of Oct. 15th. I am no;: recovering 
from a verj? severe attack of the fever and have not yet recovered my 
strength. I am completely broken down in spirit:, and care but very 
little for the future. I feel that my duty Is to remain here and help 
reconstruct this God-forsaken and miserable country. It is truly an 
awful place to live in, but since we have the colored men to help us, 
we can out -vote them and I think if it becomes necessary that we can 
out -fight them. I have lost all my ambition and have but little heart 
to engage in political life; while I remain here I cannot help doing It, 

1 am having a good deal to do in my office and will make at 
least a good salary out of it. We ha*' e this state now in our hands and can 
keep it If Congress will stick to its policy. Since the elections in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania the rebels are very jubilant and talk of the time 
when they are again going to commence hanging. I hope Congress will ot 
back down one peg but go ahead, and that the first thing they will do 

will be to pass a general impeachment la\T and then impeach the 
President . We will send an entire Republican delegation to help you 
from this State. I can go to Congress If I wish but at present do not 
feel like it; six months may change my view. I stand as well as any 
Union man In the state and do not believe that there is any man in 
the party that wields more influence than I do. 
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1 have been trying to persuade Tichenor to com here, we could 
send him to Congress if he would come soon, I shall go to the National 
Convention and support General Grant, Does that meet with your views? 
Whom shall we nominate Vice President? Seriator Wilson came down here 
last summer* to fix up the Southern States for himself. I am not a Wilson 
man. 

Please give my regards to Mrs. Dodge. Bella was speaking of 
writing to her only a few days " ef ore her death and said: "A:- soon as I 
get well, I must write to Mrs. Dodge." How is your health? Through the 
papers and from Tichenor, I understand that it is very poor. I hope your 
trip did you rood. 1 saw Phillip Hens on a few days ago; he is at Corinth 
and the rebels are persecuting him terribly. They have all sorts of suits 
against him. 

When You. get to Congress this winter 1 am going to send you a 
petition for a special pension for Win. Looney, the guide and scout. 
He is broken down in health and very poor and a family to support, and 
never received for all' his services only about $75 which you paid 
him. 1 have a very strong petition signed by about 500 persons asking 
Congress to pass a joint resolution giving him a pension. Dont you 
think you could get it through without much trouble? 

I suppose you are very busy and as ever hard at work. I hope you 
will not overtask yourself and tbwt you will take the worlLeasier 
than formerly. Please let me hear from you soon," 

The elections in the Pall of 186? were not very encouraging 
to the Republican party. I was receiving a good many letters in 
relation to it. It made some of those who had been defeated in the 
election rather despondent. 

■While 1 was in command of Pulaski, Tennessee, I had as my 
friends in that place, Mrs. John A. Jackson and her husband, both Union 

people and I protected them to the best of my ability, Mr. Jackson had 

181*7 

mills at that place. On November 2P.ti., Mrs. Jackson ¥frote me in relation 

to matters as follows: 

"How kind and good you are to answer my letter of long ago. 
1 thought at the time of writing it there was but little happiness in 
living in the rebellious States if you. dared differ from traitors, 
but since my husband, in the face of oaths and insults, voted for Gov. 
Brownlaw and other radicals, with open tickets, it has grown more 
intolerable and sneers and slights are met with oftener. 

To a gentleman these things make but little difference unless 
he meets them face to face; to a lady they act as slow poison, sapping 
health, strength and life. Under such circumstances you must know' 
what unppeakable pleasure we should feel if the Government chose to 
confer a compliment upon us in the face or our enemies for having 
stood by our country, when to be her friendWas to be disgraced in their 
eyes. I could never tell you on paper what* we have undergone since the 
close of the war; annoyances and persecutions in a thousand ways 
entirely unexpected or merited have been our portion, 

1 know you pre and ever were a friend. to suffering loyalists. I 
know you would gladly confer favors upon all deserving ones, to show 
to rebels the difference between traitors and loyalists, as- you kindly 
did when you. governed us as a military commander, were it left with 
you, Mr. Jackson I fear could hardly get an appointment or even a 
recommendation to the present imcumbent at the White. House for office 
as 1 believe he is decidedly opposed to radicals going abcJmad or holding 
office if he can help it. 

You will find our friend, G ol. Mulling, from Term., very much 
of a gentleman. I hope you will know him, also Mr, Arnell. 

Excuse me for writing at such length, and allow me to insist 
if you ever come to Tennessee to pay us a visit at the same homestead. 
No one would be more pleased to see you than Mr. Jackson and mys&lf." 
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On November 15, 1867, I went East to New York and from thence 
on December 1st to Washington and took my seat in Congress at the commence- 
ment of the long session. 1 hired a furnished house on F St. to live in 
during my stay in Washington. Mr. James P, Wilson, chairman of the 
Judicial Committee of the House, lived with me. 

On December 11, 1867, I wrote home as follows: 

"I arrived here thio A. H. and have been to work all day. 
Have an appointment with Sec. of Interior for tomorrow and hope to get 
through though I may run against a stump. 

1 met Gen. Grant and all his military family; they were all glad 
to see me, though Grant pitched into me for running for Congress, 
1 was on Floor of House today and they showed me considerable attention; 
clustered round mej( and all congratulated me on taking Kasson's glace. 

Gov. Sanders of Nebraska is here, also Gen. Rice and Col. C.C. 
Carpenter who used to be my chief Commissary. The Mexican Minister, 
Remero, called tonight but 1 did not see him; do not know what he wanted." 

On January 16th, 1868, 1 received the following letter from 

Mr. P. E. Connor in relation to matters in Salt Lake; 

Stocton, Utah. 

"I am in receipt of your letter of Dec. 21st. I moved my 
family to this place "9 miles west of Salt Lake a couple of weeks since 
and am engaged in mining with only partial success; my capital is ex- 
hausted and every obstacle is thrown in my way by the church authorities 
and people of Utah. I have experimented enough to know that I could make 
mining here a great success, had I in addition to my present machinery, 
furances, &c. about $15,000, 

Brigham Young and his satelites in the pulpit and through the 
press have been grossly abusing me since my return from the East, indeed, 
so much so that my friends feared that some of his fanatical followers 
would assassinate me. I have not dared go on the streets of Salt Lake 
after dark since the assassination of Dr. Robinson, except when accompanied 
fey a number of friends, 

Brigham' s hatred of me is intense, caused by my making him behav^u, 
himself while I commanded here, and unless the Government or Congress 
does something for us 1 and most of the Gentiles will be compelled to 
leave in the spring. Many hundreds of Gentiles have already been frightened 
away and every effort is being made by Brigham to drive the balance from 
Mae territory. 

If your company should commence building the road at Salt Lake 
next summer it would make a change for the better, and would result in 
retaining here many Gentiles who now propose leaving. As for myself, 
unless some change takes place I shall leave my property, $35,000 worth, 
and start for California in the spring. The Mormons loudly boast that 
Andrew Johnson is their friend and they do not fear any punishment for 
their crimes and persecution of Gentiles, 

I have made diligent search and inquiry for coal and iron and' 
could not find any coal that would coke nearer than San Pete, 150 miles 
south of gait Lake, 1 am, -Rowever, assured that there is coal that will 
oowt together with aetalla. iron on Bitter Creek, It has already been 
taken up, hut the right of the parties can ?e purchased cheap. If I remain 
here, and you wish it, I will examine it in' th^ spring or before. The 
next best chance 1 think is here, ^ome parties are prospecting a coal 
vein;:' thus far the vein is wide, but of an inferior quality of coal, 
and- running through it is occasi .ally found sm- 11; veins of a splendid 
quality of coal containing a great deal of tar. The parties are sanguine 
that when they sink further down they will strike a solid vein of the same 
material. There is also in ti is district any amount of what a German 
metallurgist and Iron smelter living here calls a superior quality of 
Iron ore. If successful In finding the coal as anticipated here, this will 
be a splendid place for your works on account of its convenience and 
splendid facilities. Wood is also plenty here and charcoal iron could be 
made If it would answer. 
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1 ;• ope you will write to me on receipt of this; perhaps your 
letter may decide my future course/ If ther- is a probability of your 
company doing anything here next summer, in either building the road or 
making iron, 1 may remain in the country. I congratulate you on being 
elected to Congress. 1 suppose you will take your seat on the 4th of 

March. I trust you will use your influence to' have something done for 
us out here. p righain has succeeded (through hi:-', hired satelifs in Wash- 
ington) I am told, in prejudicing the President against me. I care not 
for that. 1 ash nothing of him but protection for myself and other loyal 
American citizens in this territory. 1 ' 

The military committee of the house were very anxious for a 

reduction of the Army. 1 took the bill fco General Grant. He was very 

much opposed to any legislation for any reduction or change of the present 

we 

status' of the army, so long as A were to retain military occupation of the 

A 

south. He said they needed, every man they had; that when the necessity 
for such occupation aeased, he could, under the existing laws, deplete 
the Army as fully as a.«def he done by the proposed bill and that it wis his 
positive intention to do so, unless, in the meantime, exigencies should 
arise rendering such a course impolitic. Existing laws or orders 4o not 
prohibit the detailing of officers to duty into the Civil Service of any 
branch of the Government; but on the contrary, "WAS always h u -permitted; 
hence nothing special 6«.t*| be gained by the proposed bill except to 'give 
the details a more specific direction. .Existing law also warrant the 
consolidation of regiments as propose'.:, and which the General intendft/to 
enforce as soon as circumstances wujj admit. If it became necessary to 
meet any proposed reduction of the Army or radical change in its organ- 
ization, the General tk.ftu.tt"!* this bill would fully meet the case. .., ,/ 

As soon as the Army learned that I had taken up the question 
of* -reform in ttie Army, 1 received a great many letters and the question 
that is up today on an 'increase of Army officers was one of the first to 
be brought up by Col. M. P. Morgan on February 24, 1868; also the question 
of a Junior's commanding a Senior and he recommended Paragraph 14 fage 11 
of the Army Regulations of 1883 that' the words "nor shall such officers 
be commanded by their Juniors by commission". HI also insisted upon making 
more officers to a regiment for a surplus, recommending twenty-five 

captains in all instead of sixteen. 1 was anxious to carry oi i t the reforms 

our in' the civil wa;r 
in the Army bill which We had seen f romper vice was necessary. It seemed 

useless to us that to outfit a soldier we should go to three or four 
departments, the Ordnance, Quarter-master and the Subsistence; that every- 
thing connected with the equipment of a soldier should go to the 'Quarter- 
master Department, while now we had to go to the Ordnance for tin plates, 
knifes etc. Our- theory was that the Subsistence, Quarter-master and pay- 
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master Departments should be under one head, so tixrb the Ordnance depart- ' 
men.!:, 170U.1 d be devoted entirely to furnishing the arms and ammunition. 

We wanted to eliminate the friction ■ which existed between the., subsistence, 
medical and other departments with the Quarter-master department. Then 
again we wanted to organize a Staff ; Department so that officers in the 
line should be educated in staff duty. All the leading officers agreed 
upon this but the fact of the matter ivas Congress made up its mind that 
we never would have another war and : all they thought of doing was to cut 
down the expense of' the army and that was the tendancy of the bill which • 
was being drawn up by General Garfield, who was the Chairman of the 
Military Committee. 

While 1 fought for these : reforms in the army and had the army 
behind me, the Committee listened to the views of the people and Congress. 
They were not willing to leave to General Grant the reduction of the 
Araiyf* therefore they drew an elaborate bill going into full details on 
the reduction of the army» 

General ■■■■Butler ..and.. General ■■ Garfield, did. .not., agree"" upon this 

question. 1 took the position General Grant had taken. When the bill came 
Into the house, there was a long discussion upon it without making much 
headway. 1 finally offered a substitute for the whole bill which 'gave a 
maximum sfringthiaf the" army -.. ;rr when the reduction became necessary 
and left it to the Commanding General of- the Army to make that reduction. 
This substitute seemed to appeal to; the House and with an amendment or 

two became the- law bo that when the reduction came, It was left to the 
General of the Army, This was a great disappointment to both 'Garfield 
and Butler but helped my standing In the House very much. 

On February 8, 1868, Captain M. P. Small of the Subsistence 
Department wrote me on the GaMield bill stating: 

"The clause affecting rank is very unjust arid degrading, and 
Congress will never pass such an obnoxious bill understandine-ly. The 
same law might be applied to other Staff Departments and many old officers 
who have served their, country faithfully would be degraded from the'' 
positions given them,klaw and the custom of the army and 1 ask you to use 
every possible effort in your pov/er to have this bill shorn of this unjust 
clause. 

y/ The Union Pacific Railroad, Eastern Division from Kansas City 
West, was before Congress- for aid. My position as chief engineer of the 
U.P.R.R. made many people think that I was opposed to this but 1 was not; 
I was favorable to it, but I took no part In the discussion or in the 
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action. The Rev. Br, IT. G. Klliot of St, Louis, who was a personal friend, 
of mine, had written me a letter 4n relation to my action in the matter 
telling me what my St, Louis friends were criticising me for and on Feb. 
11, 1868, I wrote him the following" letter: 

Washington, Feb. 11, 1868. 

"I am in receipt of yours of Feb. 5th informing me of the state- 
ment made to Gen, Blair relating to uv. t~> the U.P»R.R. E. D. and am 
under great obligations to you for so promptly and decidedly defending me 
and denying the statement; there is no truth whatever in it. 

In the first place, I am not on any committee that any of the 
bills have come or will come, before. 

Second, if 1 am opposed to any measure, I am always ready to 
give it a fair chance to be heard. 

Third. 1 know of no feeling on part of our company or any opposi 
tion to that road. I do know thatVftany personal friends of. our company 
will support the U.P.R.R. E. D. Bill. There are a great many members of 
the House who are in favor of the project, but who deem it very bad policy 
to pass any of the bills during this session and proceeding a Presidential 
election and if forced to a vote, will vote against any sufesidy now, but 
next winter would probably vote, for one, ■■ This 1 find to be the case on all 
bills that votes may effect their election. 

Has son will be a candidate for Congress, but I shall not be in 
the field. Frank Palmer will probably oppose him. if he fails in our con- 
vention I. think he is fixing himself to run independent on side of democracy. 
He probably be long's to them and the sooner he gets there the better for all 
coneer-ned. If I could ran again, he would have no show; could not carry a 
county. How it may be with me out of the way I cannot say, but am satisfied 
he has very little chance as Allen, Sherman, Smith Myers and his old friends 
have deserted him and gone over to Palmer, wounds in 

We are all pretty well. I suffer hei"e fromnny head and side and ^" 
it is no place for me. I wisi: 1 was at home, but while 1 1 am here will 
endeavor to do my duty. 

We all desire to be remembered to your family, Mrs. Kasson and 
our St, Louis friends." 

On March 23, 1868, 1 received the following letter from Col. 

M. R. Moggan from Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas: 

"We all look to you as the most experienced soldier on the 
Military Committee, to see justice done us. Why do you not put. £,» Thomas 
on the retired list? He is an old man, has seen his best days and should 
not be punished for any foolishness he may display. He entered the army 
in 1823, Pass an act making retirement in the army compulsory at the age 
of sixty, as it is in the navy. Allow officers still to do what duty they 
can and get pay therefor. 

By Gen. Schenck's pay bill, for which we thank him, I, if retired 
as a Major today, would get the same pay as I would get if retired twenty 
years hence and still a Major. For example old Doctor Wood entered the army 
in 1825 and was promoted a Surgeon in 183", when 1 was three years of age. 
He has been serving all this time, and yet if he and I \rere retired under 
&en. Schenck's bill, we would get the same pay. Let the retired officers have 
half of the percentum increased also provided for long service. Thus a re- 
tired officer will be entitled to one half the pay per annum to which he was 
entitled at the date of retirement. This includes the per centum for length 
of service." 

Mr. Washburn, the member of Congress from Illinois and the 

Chairman of the appropriation Committee of the House took every opportunity 

to attack the Union Pacific ; every on^who had complaints against the company 

had written him letters and it aroused some discussion in the Rouse. At 
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first I did not pay much attention to it but Mr. H Irani Price, member from 
Iowa who took up the question and made answer to him, but it did not attract 
much attention in the House and Mr. Wilson said that 'Yashburn ought to be 
answered and that I was the only person who could answer him fully and 
completely, 1 therefore took up his statements one after another anc on 
■March 25, 1888, made answer to all of them as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: As there appears to be some misapprehension as to 
the true status of the Union Pacific Railroad and its branches, all I 
desire to do is to set forth the facts in relation to that enterprise. I 
have no defense of the company to make. I leave that to the country and 
this House; but, sir, I believe I know as well as any man can what that 
company has done and what its intentions are. . I will notice briefly a few 
points of the gentleman from Wisconsin. 1 believe that he does not desire 
to misrepresent that great enterprise, and I therefore desire to correct 
a few statements that bear directly upon the subject before the House. The 
gentleman says the Government has given absolute control to parties manag- 
ing the Union Pacific Railroad. Does he not know that the Union Pacific 
Railroad has to build its road under the supervision of three government 
commissioners, who examine and criticise every mile of road built before it 
is accepted by the Government, and that they, under oath, certify the . 
f*oad is a first-class American road before $1 or 1 cent can be obtained 
from the Government ? And this is not all; every act of the board of 
directors and of the company is criticise^ and scrutinized by 5 government 
directors, appointed by the President, and forming oneYourth of the board 
of directors. One of these government directors has apposition on each 
one of the committees, and nothing can be done • in or out of the board but 
what they have full cognizance of. No other of the roads receiving govern- 
ment aid has any such board or any such supervision, and these directos have 
full knowledge of the rates of freight, the necessity for these rates, &c. 

The gentleman says it is a work that over sixty millions of the 
people* s money is to be invested in, whereas the law prohibits the loan . 
of over fifty millions of credit or bonds to the main line, and so far not a 
cent of the people's money has been put into the enterprise, the company 
having fully paid their interest on bonds; and if the money saved the 
Government in transportation of government freight, mails, troops, &c. should 
be made a sinking fund it would, pay off the entire debt or entire amount of 
bonds within thirty years. In another place he says; 

"If we see fit to sacrifice posterity to this giant monopoly, 
that they will have $100,000,000 of the people's money in 'their hands; that 
they (the company) will defy any legislation." 

How, sir, I do not understand where the gentleman gets his 
|100,000,000, as 1 have shown the company can only obtain $50,000000 on the 
main road under any circumstances. The amount really granted to the company 
is as follows: 
For 534. miles, at $16,000 per mile -------------- $8,544,000. 

For 300 miles, at $48,000 per mile, namely, 150 miles of 

mountain work from Cheyenne west, and 150 miles of 

mountain work from near Sacramento east, which 

equals -------------------._-- 14,400,000. 

For 898 miles crossing the main divide of the continent, 

the Wasatch, Promontory, Laone, Taone, and 

Humboldt ranges of mountains, at $32,000 per 

mile, amounting to ---------------- 28 736 000 

Making a total amount of, bonds for the main through line of DhTtBW^OWT — ' 

If the company received pay on the -'full length of line that they 
will have to build to complete the road from the 'Missouri River to Sacramen- 
to; but as, under the law, they obtain on y $50,0(-0,C00 for 1,832 miles 
of road', counting the distance to San Francisco, they'- get an average of a 
little over $.27,000 per mile; that the Ooverrment loans its credlt'for the 
purpose of obtaining an all-rail communication from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific through a country, over mountains and plains, that no private 
enterprise would for one moment invest 1 cent without government aid, ■ If 
this road is to be the great thoroughfare that the gentleman says it will 
be, then the government freight that will alone go over it will" more than 
pay their interest on the loan. 

• ' B41317 
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And now, sir, the gentleman says the Government has furnished 
every dollar to complete this road--i;n other words, that not one cent of 
money has been put Into the enterprise outside of the Government --and I 
deny in toto the statement ©"f the gentleman* I say up to the present time 
that that company has furnished and spent more money in bd/uiling the road 
than the Government has loaned; and, according to the gentleman's statement, 
they have only built as yet the easiest portion of the road; he says 500 
miles of the "built portion is a dead level, and assumes the contract to ■ 
commence at Omaha. This is not the fact; it ooommences 247 miles west of 
Omaha, Therefore all his assertions ; and assumptions fall to the ground, 
being based upon false premises. When you compare the rates of this road 
with other roads you will not see so :vast a difference as is endeavored to 
be shown. 

The Union Pacific Railroad charge about 7 mills per 100 p§unds 
of freight per mile. The- great Eastern routes, competing for freight betwee 
the great cities of the East and the ; great West, charge from 2 1/2 to 4 
mills per 100 pounds per mile, they having all the advantages of civiliza- 
tion, concentration, transportation, :the cheapness of material, fuel, 
repairs, etc; while -the Western roads --the roads east of the Missouri 
River—charge 4 and 5 mills on 100 pounds per mile. Many of the local 
Southern railroads charge, 4, 5, 6, and as high as 7 mills per 100 pounds 
of freight per mile. As to passenger fare, the Union Pacific Railroad 

Company is now charging 10 cents per mile; the Northwestern Railroad 
Company, 3 1/2 cents per mile; the Richmond, Danveill and Piedmont Railroad 
Company 6 cents per mile; and these roads are all in a heavily settled 
country, with heavy local business, while the Union Pacific Railroad runs 
500 miles into a wilderness, without comparatively any local business, 
nearly all their freight and travel going but one way. 

Now, sip, the past year coal for fuel has cost the Union Pacific 
Railroad Company from $28. to $42 per ton, delivered at places for use. 
It has had to be obtained in .Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa,- and has had th$ 
be transported from 500 to 1000 miles before the company could- use it. 
Again, wood, at first cost, 'has been -|6 to fll per cord, and when laid down 

at the points- for ■■■use- ■average4 ■■■■about ■■■■|>18 ■ to ■■■$20 per- carcL Labor- and'" living 

of all kinds on the Union Pacific Railroad and branches are one-third more 
than on Eastern roads. Material for Repairs of -road, cars, running stock, 
building material, and all other things pertaining to the keeping up and 
furnishing the road, have to be transported from the East, And the gentle-. 
man asks this House to burden us with rates and fares that he kno^ws the 
road could not earn its running expenses under. 

As soon as the road reaches the coal fields 100 miles west of the 
track, then the companies propose to reduce the rates and fare themselves; 
they have already reduced them somewhat : and bo far as these railroad com- 
panies being a grinding monopoly, it Is far from the facts in the case, 
and is not substantiated by any proofs whatever. The gentleman it seems to 
me, takes a very singular irfcy to protect the Government. He charges that 

the bonds will never be paid that our rates are equal to old rates by 
warons and stage, and he comes in here with a proposition that, if adopted, 
would prevent these companies from earning sufficient money to even pay the 
interest on their bonds. It is the first time that I ever saw the mortgagee 
come in and endeavor to injure the value of the property of the mortgagor, 
and if possible put*the property on which he holds a' mortgage in a condition 
that they can not only pay the mortgage, but not even the interest on 
the mortgage. 

Now, Mr* Speaker, as to the rates as compared with former rates 
as paid by the Government for transportation of its freight. The average 
price paid by the Government for 1868:, 1866 and 1887, inclusive, on 
route No, 2, from. Leavenworth west, was $1*57 per 100 pounds per 100 miles, 
or 1 l/2 cents per mile per 100 pounds --more than double the rates upon 
the Union Pacific Railroad and branches; and in the last year the Govern- 
ment has saved by transporting"' its freight oh the Union Pacific Railroad, 
eastern division, over what it would have had t'O pay if transported by wagon 
trains over an average transportation: of only 104 miles of railroad, 
f 335,138; or, if that road had been built 300 miles West, it would have 
saved >( by this "great monopoly, 11 with its "exorbitant rates and- tariffs 11 
over $1,000,000. And the statement made by the Quartermaster-general 
of the rates of freight over 'the plains, over route No. 1, the "Great 
Platte Valley- Route, for the last six years, is as follows: 
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Quarter-master General's • ffice, 
: Washington, D.C., March 24, 1888. 

Hon,, G. M. Dodge, M.C. 

Washington, D.C. . 

Sir:- In reply to your communication: of the 20th instant to this office 
requesting information as to the rates paid for each year for the last five 
years and the total number of pounds of stores transported and total cost 
for such transportation on route No. 1 for 1866 and Io67, I have the honor 
to state that the rates of transportation per 100 pounds per. 100 miles on 
route No. 1 for the last five years, including the contract rates for the 
present year, are as follows: 



1864; 



1865; 



April ------ -$2.25 

M§ry -------- g,25 

June -c- ------ 2.25 

July --------2,25 

August -------2.25 

September ----- -2.25 



1866 



April - - 
May - - - 
June -o- - 
July - - ■ 
August - - 
September 



April - - 
May - - - 
June - - - 
July - - - 
August - • 
September 

1867-68* 

April - - 
May - - - 



-2.26 

-2.28 

2.26 

2.28 

2,26 

1.45 
1.45 
1.45 

1.45 

1.45 
1.45 

1.64 
1.^4 



1867-88 - Continued: 

June ---------- $1.64 

July ---------- 1„64 

August --------- 1.54 

Sept ember --------1.99 

October --------- 1199 

November -------- 1,99 

December -------- 1.99 

January -___--__ 2.50 
February -------- 2,50 

March ---------- 2.50 

I860 -69 - 

April ----------.-1.90 

May ----- -____„!. 75 

June ---------- 1.60 

July ----------- 1.60 

August --------- 1.60 

September -------- 1.75 

October -------- -'1,75 

November -------- 1.90 

Deo ember -------- 2.00 

January-"-" - -■■■■- -■■ - -■■-■■■■«- '2.50 

February ---------2.50 

Marc|i ----------3.00 



This office is unable- at present to furnish the number of pounds of 
stores transported over route No. 1 for th years 1866 and 1867 and the cost 
of such transportation for that time ; : but the information, desired on this 
point has been this day called for from the chief quartermaster military 
division of the Missouri, which, as soon as received, will be forwarded to 
you. 

Very respectfully, your obdeient servant, 

. D. H» Sucker, 
Acting Quartermaster-General. 
Brevet Major-General U.S. Army." 

The average is f>2 per 100 pounds per 100 miles, or 2 cents per mile, 
being one cent and thre-e mills above the rates of the Union Pacific railroad 
The Quartermaster-General is now unable to give me the precise facts as to 
the saving in rates,- but we can figure for ourselves. The government 
transportation over the road last 'year was about 20,000,000 pounds of 
freight, and the Union Pacific railroad transported it, on an average, 400 
miles; showing a saving to the Government on its freight alone, at the 
average price of the last six years, of about 1,040,000. If we- take the 
price that -the contracts are let for this year and apply it to the amount 
of freight that will be transported over from 500 to 800 miles of line, 
the saving will reach nearly $2,000,000 on the Union Pacific Railroad and 
nearly $1,000,000 on the Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division 

And now, Mr. Speaker, what are the facts in relation to the Union 
Pacific Railroad? This road was projected s'bme fourteen years ago. The 
first examination as to its feasibility was made by private enterprise . 
and private capital,, and a connection: with it, dating back to its first 
inception, renders me able to state some of the difficulties under which 
we labored. The examination made by : me thereon and reported to the 
capitalists of the United States showed that at that day or this it would 
be impossible to build that road upon: private capital and credit alone. 
The country demanding the railroad, the Republican party, in its farseeing 
and liberal policy, seeing the necessity of this railroad, indorsed it, made 
it a part of their .platform and breathed life into it by the bill passed 
in 188-2*. But even then, with that law -and that grant, it was found impos- 
sible to raise the funds to push it forward or even to build a mile of the 
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road. The Congress seeing this amended the act in 1864, and 
passage of that act this great monopoly, this great swindle, 
obtain the means for one year to start the work. 

A few men took hold of the enterprise, threw their fortunes and their 
energies into it, and the capitalists of the country looked upon it as so 
foftlish an act on their part that they were actually shunned as prospective 
bankrupts; their paper would nob be taken except upon first-class collateral 
securities, and within one year the enterprise came near failing for want 
of financial support. But the energy and determination displayed by that 
company; the unheard-of ability displayed in pushing forward the work; the 
unexpected developement of that country that the enterprise caused, called 
the attention of the world to it, and now, today, the men who would not 
one year ago have put a dollar into it are denouncing it as a great monoply 
and trying to cripple it by unjust and unequal legislation. If it is a 
success and any money is made out of it, it will be simply a; d merely from 
the fact that a few men had the nerve and the foresight to throw their all 
into the scale, and "sink or swim" with the enterprise, 
to reach the success they have today, no person can for 
or see the obstructions-, prejudice, and obstacles those 
to meet and overcome.-*' The first 500 miles of road were 
eastern connection, in a country entirely destitute of 



And, Mr. Speaker, 
one moment know 
companies have had 
built without ?n 
the proper means or 



material for building a. road; paying enormous prices for labor and material 
transporting the superstructure and equipment by water at from 33 to 50 
per cent more than it would cost to build the same lemth of road in a 
country affording railroad facilities. The iron laid down cost $125 a ton, 
equipment and everything else pertaining to the road that came from the 
East costing in the same proportion. 

The first year the company, under these circumstances, built about 
40 miles, the next 260, and the next 250 miles, but with a lavish expendi- 
ture of money that astonished the world, who, in 1864, could have been made 
to believe that this company would have accomplished what it has? What 
class of men except those who had this enterprise at heart would have paid 
33 l/s per cent more for building the road merely for the prupose of 
obtaining distance when, if they had carried out only the true letter of 
the law, they could have saved that amount and put it in their pockets? 
Have they had at interest themselves more than the country? I hold not, 
for 1 know that their orders have been to give them the most miles of road 
in the least possible time, no matter what it cost. And in their contract 
they have provided $7,500 per mile for the equipment of the road, a sum far 
beyond any ever before provided for a new road under similar circumstances; 
and when built and equipped this sum will give it the best machinery, 
the best shops, and the most liberal supply of rolling stock of any road 
in the country for the business it has to transct. During the past two 
years, the road has been built through an Indian country with all the tribes 
banded together and hostile. Our best and ablest men have been killed; 
our cars and stations and ranches burned; our men driven off and our "to k 
, stolen. Graders and track-layers, tiernen, and station builders, have had to 
'sleep under guard, and have gone to their work in the daytime with their 
; picks and shovels and their mechanical tools in one hand and the rifle in 
Jthe other, and they often had to drop one and use the other. 

It may not be known, but it is a fact, that the graders went to their 
work as soldiers, stacked their arms by the cuts and worked all day, with 
hostile bands of Indians in view, ready to pounce upon, kill and scalp 
any unlucky ©r negligent person who gave them an opportunity. The company 
paid not onlytthe cost of the work peeper, but cot tractors 'were often paid 
large sums for the risks they run. It is an easy matter today, after 
the enterprise has been made a success, and when we can just begin to see 
the beginning of the end, when daylight begins to open on the future out of 
these years of darkness, for men to now come in and endeavor, for some 
reason, 1 know not what, to hamper these roads, to pass laws that they know 
will make them spend the energies that it Is their duty to put on the road 
and which are necessary to complete it, in trying to break down the barriers 
that .4his bill, if passed, will make : gainst those i?oads in the financial 
market. And I ' doubt if the gentleman from Illinois or the gent^jg.dan from 
Wisconsin, who appear to make this great republican national woi ' their 
special objective point, would, for all the money in it, stand as - I have 
had to do, at the risk of my life, and endenvor to keep men from abandoning 
the work; would travel as 1 have done to make the surveys and construct the 
road, obliged to keep all the time within the range of a overnment musket, 
f or 



be outside of it was to lose your scalp. 
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And now, Mr. Speaker, while the Government has been liberal to this 
great enterprise, 1 hold and can prove that while the road has received 
'chis liberal credit, that it will bring to the Treasury millions in the 
saving of extra expenses in freight;: that it must and will develop a 
country whose wealth no one today can predict. The mountains those roads 
cross are no myth, as the gentleman states, but were formidable obstructions 
in the path, which, have been overcome by the skill and energy of the company 
These mountains are underlaid with gold, silver, iron, copper and coal. 
The timber ranges that those roads pass will develop an immense lumber 
trade, and the millions upon millions of acres of government .land that they 
will bring into the market and render feasible for settlement will bring to 
th'~! Government more money than all the bonds amount to; and this land 
and these 'minerals never would have brought this Government one cent if it 
were not for the building of these roads. The inaccessibility and the 
trouble and cost of developing the country through which they run would have 
cost ten times more under any other circumstances than it would have 
yielded. And now, Mr. Spekare, these Union Pacific railroads, when complet- 
ed, will build up an interest right in the center of that heretofore 
great unknown country, an empire in the center of that country that shall 
add to our wealth, population, capital, greatness from a source we never 
expected, and by no other moans could we ever obtain." 

I read from manuscript as I was not used to debating in the House 

and 1 was astonished to see the House fill up when 1 commenced talking and 

a great many crowded around me and they gave close attentioit to what I 

said through .the entire speech and some one immediately asked for ten 

thousand copies of it to be printed for distribution. 

/; When. I ..went. ..hack .to- toy ; House ■■that afternoon -to dinner,""I said to 

■\j.J? Mr. Wilson, "I don't understand how I got such an audience when Price, 

;1 who was a fine speaker virtually got; no hearing on his defense of the 
/" u ■ 3 six A 

Union Pacific j^that 1 was no speaker; and that 1 was embarrassed by the 

attention that was gven to me."** 4 -- Mr. : Wilson answered that the House of 

Representative paid attention to the : men whom they knew were thoroughly 

posted on what , they were talking about; that the House knew I was the 

chief engineer of the Company and that there was no one who could 'answer 

Washburn as 1 could... Of course 1 received a great many letters from 

different parties in relation to it.j The press of the country took it 

up. I received the thanks of the Railroad Company. 

■It > 

•^'' 1 had made tip my mind that this would be my first and last experience 

'/ in i*e Congress and that I would not ; be a candidate again and I had written 

my friends to this extent. lone of them believed me but in March 1 wrote 

a letter to Iowa saying that under no circumstances would I be a candidate 

y 
and -even if nominated would not serve* My experience in the House showed 

me that 1 was not fitted for the work. 1 had no ambition for that kind 

of life and 1 was determined to get out of it and follow my profession 

and on March 31, 1868, 1 received the following letter from General 

Williamson, on my declining to serve ; in Congress: 
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. Des Moines, March 31, 1868. 

1 have heard the matter of your declination to he a candidate for 
Congress discussed a great deal recently, and much dissatisfaction 
has been expressed Stt your determination not to he a candidate while 
the general impression' was that you would he, and hence the few took 
advantage of their knowledge and fixed the matter of the succession. 

If 1 may he allowed to advise you or give my opinion it -.'/ould 
he to the effect that you ought to, if you possibly can, he a candidate 
or ratter accept a re -nomination which you can have without asking if 
you will only say that yoix°s"erve. If your health 'and business would 
permit. ; -ih you to do so, there is no£ a man in the State showe chances 
for the United States Senate two years from now would be equal to yours 
and that Is not a position to be cast off when it would come by the 
natural course of events without seeking-. 

Ihen you retire from Congress the Iowa soldier will not have a 
representative of his class in any important place in Washington. I 
write you freely as one friend may write to another without presiiming 
to dictate or do more than give my opinion for what It is worth, and 
believing that you will receive any expression of opinion from me, in 
the same kindly spirit in which it is offered. 

Now, my dear General,- 1 want to say a word about 'is ome thing else 
than Congress or -politics, and that is, if you do positively decline. 
to again return to Congress and go on to the Pacific R.E. and thane- is 

any place or position you can secure for me on the road I want it. I 
am not doing much here In the way of ; making money and there^, is apparent- 
ly but little that 1 can do, as I have no money to do atltflfefag with. 
I would like to go out 'with you when- you go West the next time over- 
the road, and see if I cannot get something to do or get into something 
that will pay in that new country. 

Wfrite me soon and let me know something about your final deter- 
mination about the matter of the mdniation and when you will probably 
go "Jest." 



The impeachment 'question was before the House and on April 16th, 
1868, my old commander General John Pope, wrote me from Detroit, in 
relation to It as follows: 

"1 have been intending for some time to write you and thank you ' 
for your kindness in sending me the; documents which I wrote you- for, 
but I have been for the greater part of the time confined to my 
house with rheumatism and in little condition to do anything. Received 
also your report on the P.R-.P. for? which please accept my thanks. 

We are watching 'with profound interest the result of Impeachment. 
The qmestion is thoroughly understood by the people everywhere and as 
matters now stand, either the President will be convicted or the 
Republican party be defeated. There: is no retreat without disaster from 
the position -the party has taken on this question. We hope for the best, 
though at this distance and with our limited knowledge of the situation, 
we do by no means feel confident. 

1 hear from pretty reliable sources that it is the purpose, in 
case of a new President, to send me back to Atlanta, i hope if you hear 
such a thing mentioned you will discourage i 4 -, as I would not return to 
the command of the 3rd district under any coneeivable circumstances. 

- 'Please let me hear from you when you have leisure, and believe me 
as ever your friend. " ■ 

On May 3, 1888, I received a report of Alabama from General 
Spencer In which he says: ' , 

Gainesville, Ala. 

"Tomorrow I start for Tuscaloosa.. I hope that I shall find a better 
state of affairs than when I left. Randolph, the editor, is now being 
tried by a military commission and I : hope he will Ve convicted. These.. "' 
people are perfect fiends In human shape. I hope Congress will not .admit 
Alabama, but that they will pass the: Stewart Bill, if we are admitted, 
we will lose the State In November. ; Such intimidation exists over a • 
greater portion of the State that we; will he unable to get one half of 
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our voters out. This 1 am fully convinced of. The only way for us to 
succeed Is to "be kept under military rule until the peojple get sick of 
it. Then submit theConstitution of the people, and when we can have 

the prestige of success we can safely reconstruct until then 'it is 
•unsafe to do so." 

The nomination of General Grant for President had virtually 
been settled upon by the Republican party. General Grant had taken 
quite a liking to the Hon. James P, Wislon, who was living with me, 
and he requested Wilson and. myself- to become delegates to the conven- 
tion to look after his interests in the convention. This word was sent 
out to Iowa that I t was Grant's wish that we should be made delegates 
at large, although we ?fere members 1 of Congress and of course there was 
a good deal of feeling in the State that the delegates should be from 
men who did not fill offices. 

On May 17th,- 1868, I received the following letter from Mr. John- 

I : written. 

T. BaMw%in of Council Bluffs vWhad confidentially icfld in relation 

to General Grant's wishes: 

: Des Moines, May 7, 1886. 

"The Congress ional and State Convention is over and 'both passed 

off-- very- -harmoniously. The result yon will know before this reaches 

you. 1 attended the District Caucus tris morning, at which time 
your name was put in nomination for delegate at large, after which and 
very unexpectedly. General Williamson was nominated. For fear of a 
serious conflict both names were withdrawn from the Cacucus with the 
understanding that- the question of whor should be delegates at large 
should be settled by the joint convention. After the adjournment of the 
temporary organization, Williamson pitched in arh went to electioneering 
for himself and against you. He thought if you fffould be elected it 
would defeat him which he did not t..ink would be night, and that you 
had no claims for the position and was not entitled to the appointment. 
At the request of Palmer I had a tall: with. Williamson' and induced him 
to consent to withdraw, but he was again induced to make the fight. 
Some of our delegation there got a little weak-kneed and '-.-anted to 
withdraw, your name, they fearing the location •;ould be against you and 
W. both. 1 told them .It would never do to witlu.'draw your name and that 
both could be elected, at least you could be,' vizd that if either would 
be defeated it would be gilson. 

The Convention met and it was soon decided that the delegated would 
be settled upon without regard to locality; consequently you and ?:'|'|5 0]^:,..,. 
were both elected. Chapman, Mayrarcl, and Lyman worked hard for you. 
Bloomer was quiet. Chapman -had a big 'speech prepared for your benefit, 
but it so happened that it was not necessary to say anything. 

Williamson will try to make you believe he was your friendk nd 
-wanted you to be the delegate, but I know you were the only one Tie 
opposed and he said and did everything he could against you which I 
don't think he would have done if he had thought both could be elected. 
It is generally believed that if the contest had been between you and 
Williamson that the latter would have been woefully beaten. 

When I get home I will see ffreftghton about ,the Allen bank charter. 
He" is authorized to speak for Dillon and if he is opposed to paying 
Allen the bonus, I am to telegraph you, and the understanding is that 
West is to g-t a new charter and in eitherca.se the papers are to be 
all made out in Washington before West leaves. There are none' of the 
Rock Island people here; think you had. better write Tracy if you think • 
it will do any good." 
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Paank ¥. Palmer was •unanimously nominated to succeed me in 
Congress. I knew that he wished to be a candidate and I had notified 
him confidentially a long time before 1 made known publicly that I would 
not be a candidate and for him to make preparation accordingly. 

In relation to this convention and matters controlling it, on 

May 8, 1868, George C. Tichenor wrote me the following letter: 

'Be s Moines, Iowa. 

The Conventions have all been ; held, and I am overjoyed to tell 
you that your friends have accomplished everything they sought to and 

more. 

Palmer was nominated by acclamation upon Glasgow's own motion 
and without one dissenting vote 1 «i& ft kough -notwithstanding Kasson's few 
frttods did all in their feeble power to provoke an issue against 
Palmer* Hoyt Sherman, Gale Noel and a few other siwail fries of Kasso n 's 
feektb* household, split themselves wide open on Kasson for Elector at 
large, This we urged them to do. 

This much having been accomplished, there beaten fell&ws of the 
la|# Urbane Johnny K. --swore like the army in Flanders and avowed they 
would be revenged by beating you for delegate at large, and to do this _ 
they got the co-operation of Gen. Jim Williamson, who had in an under- " 
handed Manner gotten the soldiers over the State pledged to him in advance 
of the mention of your name- and then with him sought to beat you on 
the question of locality (both of you being In the same district) but 
we Diet them there and the eastern, northern and southern parts of the 
State united'. in asking the privilege of presenting you, - and when Joshua 
Tracy of Burlington, in his dee,p, loud voice pronounced your name, it 

■■ was' ■■greeted- '"ith a perfect ■■ topfdo of. .applause,.... and you. got ..every, vote 

except those that had been puomiee 1 ©!.' by Williamson's and Kasson's few 
friends, and the announcement of : yoi^r triumphant election, on the 
first ballot, was greeted with wild : enthusiasm. 

Williamson feels deeply ashamed of his action i^w the matter- had 
it not been that he lives here we 'would have turned in and fceatfifci, him, 
and 'we would have done so had it been necessary to elect you. I will 
tell- you all about it when I see you, meantime say no tiling about it. 
He (Williamson) will try to explain; it, and 1 suggest that if he writes 
you about it do not answer his letter or if you do, feign to believe 
him until 1 see you at Chicago, I have it arranged with Melindy and will 
arrange it with Hedrick to make you ; Chairman of our State Delegation, 
and I hope you will be at Chicago as early as Monday, May 18th 
1 am one of the Delegates et large to the Soldiers National Convention 
and 1 will be at the Fremont House on that day. 

You will readily observe that; Dodge's little 5th district was a 
power in the State Convention, since we got two of the four delegates - 
at large and one of the two electors at large (Glasgow) . the truth of it 
was that we cleaned Kasson- out so effectually that the other parts 
of the State were ready to give us all, if we had asked it. Anderson, 
Lyman,. Chapman, Bloomer, Henderson, ; Charlie Bourse and myself 'did lithe' 
whole job from the beginning to the : end, and you can bet we are con- 
tented and happy. You must "hist 1 ' Gale Noel and put in Anderson the 
first moment possible. Charley Nourze and Frank Palmer tell me to say to 
you that -they were never so happy in their lives and that they go their 
last bottom dollar on me. 

1 will write you more particulars, in a day or two and will tell 
you all about that at Chicago. Please write or telegraph me when .you 
will rea ch Chicago and where you will stop. .Ask 'General Grant how he 
likes Iowa* 

• l " Since-writing the above the Judicial Convention has been held 
there and John Mitche 11 nominated for Circiiit Judge, which' is another 
victory to the Dodge men. Hurrah for us. B 
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The ippeachment of Johnson was being considered in Congress and 

was creating a good deal of comment throughout the country. My brother, 

M.;-. N, P. Dodge, in writing me on May 14th from Council Bluffs said: 

"I fear that the conviction of : Johnson under' party pressure- ■ 
squeezed through, will be worse for Republican party than his acquittal. 
If the articles are not fully sustained the Senate ought to rise above 
party feeling and have courage to acquit. n 

The Iowa delegation in the House were unanimously for the impeach- 
ment of Johnson but in the Senate the delegation was divided Senator 
Grimes being against the impeachment.; lo one can conceive of the bitter- 
ness of the feeling existing in the patty against those who were against 
the impeachment and the Iowa delegation had a meeting in which they went 
so far as to propose to boycott Grimes but Wilson and myself opposed 
this very strenuously and said that no matter what the delegation did in 
the matter, we would not ^bd party to any such action and 1 remember 
that a few days after the meeting, we called upon Grimes. Grimes, 
of course, had' heard what was going on and in his disaussion of the 
matter with us, his feelings really overcame him. He disliked so much 

to ..go. ..against . his.. party but still, .his;, conscience rdis4ated ■ that" 'the 

impeachment was wrong and of course time has fully justified him. 
The strain upon Grimes was too much and it was the beginning of his 
sickness and end. 

The Republican party all over the country were against the President, 
It was very seldom we received a letter opposing impeachment . It had been 
worked up until the people had actually become hysterical. While 1 was ot 
first for the impeachment, the more- I. thought of it, the more I regretted 
it but I did not feel like parting with my colleagues in the House 
especially as my best and closest friend, Wilson, was one of the members 
handling the impeachment question before the Senate. 

On May 14th, 1868, I received the following letter from Col. W.P. 
Hepburn who afterwards became a very prominent member of Congress and won • 
a national reputation: 

Glarinda, Iowa. 

- ,M As you are doubtless aware, our annual Convention has been held, as 
well as that for the party in the District. I am sure that you will be 
gratified to knew that they were both: characterized by the htmost harmony. 
That there were no serious differences fif opinions, and there was an 
entire absence of damaging rivalries,: 

Many regrets were expressed and; earnestly felt that you would not 
be again our leader in the Congressional campaign, but public opinion 
quickly centered upon Mr. Palmer as one eminently qualified to take 



-1161- 

thte place made vacant by your refusal longer to serve. We are looking 
forwardto an active and bitter campaign in this portion of the State 
We have in our ranks many weak-kneed Republicans (so-called) men who 
were drawn into the party during the ; progress of the rebellion who have 
never had a sentiment in comm^on with the principles of ,the Republican 
party; who have long been anxious to i return to their w§,ll»w who make 
the Issue of Amendment to the Constitution the pretext for return, 
and who will not longer act in oeonert with us,- Others again are c aught : . 
by the humbuggery of "Pendleton's plan" and will be carried over by that.' 

J&is tendency to change can only be counteracted by placing good, 
wholesome political food in their hands, and my purpose in writing you 
is to inquire what aid in that direction you can furnish us. If you have 
the documents, that could be sent, I: could forward you the names of a 
hundred men that would be benefited by arguments upon these subjects. 
Or if you could send them here we would .distributed"" them. 

We are now engaged in making classified lists of the voting 
population of the County, classfieid: as Republicans, Democrats and 
Doubtful- and into the hand of the latter class at least good, sound 
Republican documents ought to be placed. 

1 fish to obtain the Congressional Globe for the first session of 
the Thirty-eighth Congress* These numbers will complete my history of 
national legislation during the rebellion and up to the end of the 39th 
Congress. If not too much trouble, I : would be glad if you would send these 
numbers to me. It, will greatly oblige me. With many thanks for favors 
already received, <4c. l! 

\ \«ik. * ,...,,, \ -.....,.. 

'On May 15, 1868, Captain George T. Robinson, tRiS.l,; .from'thesSeminole 

Slndiarl^ Agency, wrote me a letter giving the condition of matters in 

the south as follows: 

#yout letter of April 28th, I have just received and I assure you 

that the. ..only .papers.,..! have ..ever .received, from .you. ..was ..the. .one ....I ..spoke 

of in my last letter; no other papers have 1 seen, neither messages or 
newspapers. I had a letter from Major Reynolds, the Seminole Indian 
Agent, saying that he had called upon you and that you had given him a 
fine map for me, since which time 1 have not heard from the Major although 
the interpreter has done so and he is now expected here daily. I am not 
alone in this, suffering from the pilfering of mails. Nearly every 
officer stationed on the southern frontier complains that they cannot. get 
their mails. Thousands of dollars have been taken Regularly from the mails 
running between Port Gibson and Payetteville . Two or three minor 
arrests have been made, but no one convicted, Arkansas needs reconstruc- 
tion as much if not more than any state in the Union; and never will 
these rebels throw up their hands entirely until a larger number, a fear- 
fully larger number of rebel sympathizers are routed out of the army. 
I had always- supposed that the Regular Army was composed of good men, and 
true to the core, instead of which 1 : find the majority of the old officers 
in the District rank rebels. Con raicts are let to men in Texas, who 
served entirely through the war in the rebel ranks. The old chief of the 
Cherokees, Ross, a ten times over bankrupt, is one of the principal con- 
tractors at Fort Gibson. He was a rebel Colonel, 'and so on. I could give you 
a list a yard long. Every clerk in the Q. M. Dept. of this District served 
in th§ Southern army, while young men of your own acquaintance, truly 
loyal, are almost starving for the want of just such employment. But 
enough of this, 1 could not reach them If I should try, I am a . 
"Nigger officer" my communication is; stopped, my nose is placed on the 
grindstone, and I must grin and bear it. But 1 live in hopes, General, 
to see the day that the army will be; rid of these men who while wearing . 
the uniforms of fehe Government, drink to the health of Jefferson Davis. 

You say that ere long you may come to this country, carrying through 
a railroad project. Spped the day say I. Show this beautiful country 

.once to capitalists, and the thing is done. Sifice 1 was 18 years of 
age, I have been what may be called a homeless wandereT*following a railroad 
project, and in all my wanderings, I. have never seen an .entire region of 
country so well adapted to railroad and the supporting of railroads, the 
land rich, about equally divide d in; prairie and wood, all the hard wood 
'in abundance, the best of the timber; in abundance. Coal plenty and of good 
quality. I wish 1 could be detached from my companay and be given a roving 
Commission for a while to thoroughly 1 examine two or three lines 1 have my 
eye upon from Kansas through the Indian Gountry, across the Red River and 
into Texas, The information gained would be of value to somebody, if not • 
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to the Government, I have a map for you nearly finished, of all the Informa- 
tion 1 can gather that is not on the regular maps, some of It is important 
^in a railroad point of view. The maps now out are woefully deficient in 
any;- Information of importance, streams are placed where there are none, 
and where there are streams, none are; shown. People suppose that this is a 
country of barren plain, whereas one is never out of sight of both wood 
and prairie 'land. I never was good at : description if 1 were do 1 could have 
yoLi here sooner than you expected to be, "bringing your bap leers of capital 
and energy to commence the work, You will have hard work to get the Indians , 
to give you the right of way, the land you require. Their prejudice's are har4*. 
to be overcome, but it must come and sopn too, 

1 am astonished beyond measure at your confident assertion that you 
will finish the Pacific road next year. 1 have been so long buried In 
this wilderness, where 1 never hear of outside progress that It seems but 
yesterday that I was building a pontoon bridge over Loup Pork for you, 
and now the iron horse is rushing over and beyond that river five hundred 
miles. I expect to feel very much like Rip Van Winkle ikhen I' get the welcome 
order taking me out Into God's country once more and wake up to the Improve- 
ments that have been made. 

Let me hear from you General whenever your time will permit you to 
drop a line..' 1 

On May 19, 1868, 1 received the .following letter from General John 

Pope relating to Governor Brown of Georgia: 

: Detroit, Michigan. 

"Gen. Joe E. Brown of Georgia, is at the St. James Hotel in Chicago. 
Hot as a delegate but as looker on (deeply interested) In the convention. 
He really carried the election In Gear Ig la for reconstruction, and is al 
together the strongest man' in that State, He stands committed wtttli the 
Republican policy, and I have no doubt came to Chicago to give us his adhe- 
sion W the- part.' "He Is so well known ■■a- person ■■ by reputation ■■ that ■■■■!■ -need 

say nothing more about him, except 'that he has been firm and faithful through 
the most terrific abuse and the greatest temptation. Without him the party 
„in Georgia is nothing. 



He writes to beg me to go on to 



Chicago, but you understand why it 



would not be judicious Cor me to do so. 1 wrote him, however, that I should 
write to you and th?t you would take immediate occasion to see him. I advised 
him to talk freely and fully with yau, and that you would. Introduce him to 
thowe most influential In the Convention, so that he could have "the opportu- 
nity to present the views of the Georgia Republicans and of the Southern 
reconstructionists where they would have most weight. 

1 hope you will see him at once : and introduce him as generally as 
you can. The vote of Georgia 1 can surely telllyou depends on him and he 
can be secured easily. 1 deem this so important that 1 send you this 
letter by Capt. holey, one of my '"'ids. 

i know Genl. Brown well, and have a high personal regard and respect 
for him. You will like him and I am sure enjoy his acquaintance." 

When 1 reached Chicago, 1 hunted Governor Brown up. 1 remembered him 
knowing all about the correspondence which occurred betwen him and General 
Sherman after the fall of Atlanta, when the Governor and others were anxious 
to stop the war. For. a while afterwards, he fell into line under General 
Grant. ' 

On Hay 21, 1868, 1 received the .following dispatch from the Hon, 

Ini. Bi' Allison: \ 

™ .Harlan, Wilson and myself concur in believing that the nomination 
of Colfax with Grant would make the strongest ticket," 

At the convention in Chicago there was no contest over Grant; the 

only question was who should be Yice President, but we succeeded In 

nominating Colfax of indiana^ig.cf wide ';'of Ohio, 



#, 



which was satisfactory . : , 
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to General Grant and the nomination of Grant and Colfax met the general 
approval, Colfax being well and favorably known throughout the West. 

On May 23, 1868, 1 received fehe following letter from George C. 
Tichenor on the ticket; 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

"The ticket gives universal satisfaction here, and all commend and 
acknowledge the brilliancy of your ac'hivement in the nomination of Mr. 
Golf ax. We all know what you have done, and are all ready to knock under 
to you as having literally controlled; the action of our State delegation* 
You must go to Grant's cabinet. You are emphatically today the strongest 
man In Iowa. You know the services you have rendered Grant. You nominated 
Colfax. ¥ou therefore have every claim for a .place in the cabinet, and 
your selection" is certain to make you U. S. "enator if you want It. 

While everybody disagrees with Grimes, that is every Republican, 
I find that large numbers of good Republicans think lie acted honestly 
and was not controlled by any such tiling as bribery or dishonorable 
purposes, I agree with them in this, and sincerely trust that our del 
egation in Congress wil continue to treat him with that respect which his 
age, abilities and long and valuable party service merits, and will do, 
nothing that of Itself will drive him from the party. You know that there 
is no man in America who deplores more than I do the failure of impeachment 
yet I cannot allow my disappointment to carry me Into such ungenerosity as 
a blind and senseless condemnation of such a man as James W, Grimes, and I 
know thai; even with his great unpopularity at this juncture, we would be 
far better off as a party in this State- with him with us than against us. 
Therefore for his sake' and for the sake of the party, I trust he may remain 
with us, and will unequivocally announce his purpose to support Grant and 
Colfax. 

In case of the total failure of impeachment under the present 
articles, I. think it would be well when the representatives of the Southern 
States are admitted- to find new articles and thereby hold Johnson in 
terrorum (as the lawyers say) for the' remainder of his tefaa even if he 
Is not convicted. Of course, it would be better to convict If possible. 

In case it is d -veloped that Johnson will remove, suspend or cut off 
the heads of the radical office holders, please let me know, as 1 am es- 
pecially desirous to hold my office through the presidential campaign, 
as I can render very valuable service to the party, 1 think Tom Ewing should 
and will stand by me, and If you have an opportunity you will tell him 
so for me. 

1 want to be remembered to General Grant, also to Mrr » Colfax. With 
prudent management Iowa will give them 50,000 majority," 

\j I had made up my mind to change the banking House of Baldwin and 

Dibdge Into a National Bank known as the Pacific lationai and was Interesting 

my friends in the Bast to take stock In It which 1 succeeded in doing and on 

its organization, 1 became President of It. 

I was receiving letters from persons in the southern portion of the 

State of Iowa In relation to the application of the State Line Railroad for 

a land ^ grant. "My constituents In Iowa claimed that the road was partly 

in Missouri and missed each of the Counties In the southern tier which were 

in my district. They were all in favor of the road organized by General 

P. M. Drake to build a road from a point some twenty miles south-east of 

Bloomfield In Davis County this State,, running via Bloomfield, , .Centre ville, 

mid west through the centre of the Counties to Nebraska City. Of course 
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I gave what aid 1 could to this line.. Mr. J. W. Keller of 9fe. Ayr, and 
Samuel Porey of Leon Iowa wrote us. They "both seemed to think that Mr. 
Wilson and myself were in favor of the State Line Railroad instead of the 
Drake line hut the fact of the matter: was that neither one of us, up to 
that time, had taken any interest in the matter as it was in a committee 
in the House and the letters from Iowa gave us the first information In 
relation to it. 

On May 27, 1888 1 received the -following letter from my friend •'••■. 
Jesse L. Williams, :• upon the result. MiraCfcicago* ---•-:•: 

Ft. Wayne. 

"I congratulate you upon the fortunate result at Chicago Convention, 
and the .effective part you took in it., Of this last I took the liberty of 
inf oraiMtf p. Wr. Colfax in a note from Chicago, though, of course, he would 
have learned it from other sources. ; - 

By this time the most ardent Wade men must "be convinced frox the 
unmistakable public opinion,, that success on their part would have been 
disastrous. Everywhere the ticket Is: felt to be the very best. 

low 1 trust the attacks on the- : seven Senators will gradually abate, 
and that the Union party can remain a unit in both houses, and thus 
render the President harmless." 

■■■■ Qn---lay---30th5,---18-68»---G-e-org-e-- C... Ilohenor wrote .me .In ..relation.... to. .the 

position of Mr. Kasson as follows; 

"Kasson professes to be extremely radical, a violent "impeacher" and 
most ardent supporter -of Grant and Colfax, and denies that he ever opposed -. 
impeachment; on the contrary that he labored for and urged It. He is begging 
to be put on the' stump for Grant -and ; Coif ax, and says his "friend Colfax" 
expects him to ^tump Iowa and perhaps other States. He claims to have been 
a leader in the pioneer work of preparing the Republican party for Grant's' 
nomination, and that he was at Chicago, to look to his f "Friend GolfaxSs 
nomination." 

On June 2n, 1888, Hon. S. J. EIrkwood wrote me in relation to the 
action of the convention and Impeachment as follows :- 

Iowa City, Iowa. 

"Well, the Convention is over and everything is right, both ticket 
and platform. I dont think either could have been better, and now all that 
is to do is to win. I have no doubt of success. Grant's name and fame, and 
the confidence of the great mass of our people in his honesty, firmness and 
good, sound common sense render- him with the platform on which he stands, 
In my judgment, invincible. But it will not to do sit down idly and do 
nothing. To have success, such as we should have-complete and overwhelming 
we must work earnestly and f aithfully and we must, if possible, prevent 
wrangling and quarrelling among our friends. 

I regard the Issue of the impeachment inatt • r as very unfortunate, 
and I think our friends w ho voted for the President's acquittal' made a 
grea.fi mistake. If 1 had had a vote on the question I would have voted for 
his sromriction, being clearly satisfied of his guili, but I got to know 
Grimes, Fassenden, Trumbull, Henderson and Van. Winkel a'ell and I have no . . 
more doubt that they did what they honestly believed to be right and just th 
an I have of my own existence, and 1 : regard the clamor about corruption 
and treachery as most unjust and ungenerous. 

I see that investigations are being had in both Houses. In the House 
you are attempting to prove that the ■ friends of the President attempted to 
buy votes. You never will prove 1 think that the vote of either of the men 
I have named are bought. In the South, If I understand the indications 
aright, there will be an attempt made to show that the friends of . impeachment 



used pretty strong means to secure conviction. Of course, If there has been 
anything really wrong and criminal it is right it should be exposed, but if 
it is mainly "killing off™ operation; among political rivals it should be 
stopped. One thing is sure, that all the wrangle over what is passed and 
gone is calculated to divide and weaken us. 

Grant's position now :"ives him: fairly and legitimately a great deal 
of influence. Our party has at last, -thank God, a head again and a sound 
and "clear one/ and 1 trust he *all use the influence his position gives him 
to put a stop to this wrangling and quarrelling. 

If you have the time write me fully about the condition of affairs in 
Washington. If- the House prints the . impeachment proceedings, please 1 send 
me a copy and a copy of all accounts ; of interest." 

On June 22n, 1868, after the convention, I wrote General Sheramn 

in relation to it giving him the facts as to the nomination of. Colfax and 

in answer he wrote me the following letter in relation, to the results of 

the convention: 

St, Louis, June 22, 1868, 

"I got home yesterday from Santa Fe, and found your letter of June 9th 
and was a little In doubt where to address you; but as I was coming along 
4th St. an hour ago 1 met Mrs. Dodge, who 'told me you were at Omaha, and tha 
she would go tomorrow to Kancsas City; and thence home. 
1 As to Gen, Grant, I hardly know what to do. Politics have always 
been so repugnant to me that 1 dare not mingle in them without doing 
"something unnatural, 1 have not heard from him personally since his nomina- 
tion, and must await his invitation. : I take it forkranted that he will be 
elected, and dont see wherein 1 can aid him* Everybody should know my 

confidence in. him, ..and. my ...Inter.© at in. .his. ■ election ..and politicians ..would 

easily Interpret any effort on my part as pure selfishness, damaging to him 
and to me alike. 

1 must stay In the service be the result what It may and I should 
manifest no preference that would complicate my relations to the future 
President, be he whom he may. MV idea Is that we of the army mu.it be 
faithful to the actual President!, as;we form, an essential part of the Exe- 
cutive of the Nation. 

Should Chase be nominated by the Democrats, a case hard to believe, 
jiet publicly discussed, I- would be absolutely neutral, because all we of the 
army can ask is that a war man should be President* Should Pendleton or 
any anti-war man be nominated I would not hesitate to declare publicly' my 
preference. 

As to Schofield, of course, I regard his appointment as eminently 
proper. I think it had been arranged for before 1 left Washington. 1 know 
1 gave my influence to that end before 1 left T7ashington in April. 

... .If 1 am permitted to stay out Wefet this summer, 1 -think will spend 
some time on the Pacific road about ft, Sanders when I will see you, of 
course. 1 hear that General Grant is Agoing to Denver 'soon, but 1 know of 
it only in the newspapers." 

General Grant had become very much impressed with the ability 

of Representative Wilson and they became quite intimate friends. In 

the controversy between President Johnson and General Grant, General ■ 

Rawlins brought to me the part General Grant took int. It to have me 

submit it to Wilifeon for his comments.- 1 don't think" - - "'''',:. -;,r 

Wilson ever changed any of it. c; •- 1 ,; 1 knew he was very much 

ImipiffBed with the ability Grant showed in meeting the questions which- ■ 

were raised and he often said to me that the more he smw of General 

Grant, the more he developed a knowledge of affairs which he never 

had expected. I have no doubt that Wilson's and Grant's relations 



during this controversy was the reason Wilson was offered the cabinet 
position, I knew that General Rawlins also had a very high opinito 
,of Wilson and often spoke to me about him. 

^ During the summer, General Grant came West and went to the 

end of the Union Pacific track with me. Prank P. Blair, who was 
running on the Demos ratio ticket fur Yice President was also with 
me. Mr. Blair was a commissioner at the time for examination of 

U.J? '■■ . 

the completed road for the Governme-y\tfei, so- that I had the Republican 
candidate for President and the Democratic candidate for Vice 
President, both c omrades and frier-cls. Blair's objection -to Grant's 
be 111.2; Pre § I dent was that he th.ou.ght tf Brant was made President, 
he would always be President and that the nation would become a 
monarchy. ' : 

When 1 was in command at-iPt. Leavenworth, Secretary Stanton 
ordered me to seize a large amount :of stock that was being driven 
from the Indian nation, it being claimed th* ;: t It had been stolen 
from the Indians, My own information was different and 1 so 
informed the war department, but they Insisted upon nr~ seizing 
this stock, which I did, and turned it over either to the Indian. 
Department or to the quarter-master, I forget vriiich. After I 
left the service, the party who claimed this stock sued me for a 
large sum of money and when I' appealed to the Government to pro- 
tect me in the matter they said there was no law which allowed them 
to take part in the matter; -that If the order was an Illegal one., 
1 was personally responsible for obeying it. 1 was' greatly worried 
about this suit and brought it up with General Grant and Blair. 
Grant said If he was elected, which he was not in doubt about,, he 
would recommend a la*' jpYo\td\^ an officer who obeyed, the order of 
his superior officer and Blair said If he was elected he would see ' 
that it was done^so 1 felt pretty secure, 'althou^i the parties 
had leviped on wha#property of'Hane; in Council Bluffs and other places 
that they could find. As the records show, as soon as Grant 
was elected, die had a' law passed and the judgment against me was 
paid by the Government. : 

/ A great many of the people of the plains were Democrats; 
a great many of them were people who had been driven out of Missouri 
and other .points. When we reached North Platte, - they came to the 
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oar, everyone knowing that General Grant, and Blair were on board. 
They demanded a speech from Blair and did not say a word about 
General Granmt. 'Blair went to the- end of the car and told them 
that his old chief, General Grant who was the nominee for the 
Presidency of the United States :was aboard and out of courtesy to 
him, he would not speak, tut if :he met them sometime after, he 
would be pleased to respond to their request. 

8ur trip was a very pleasant one. Grant talked a great 
deal about the' campaign^ and his plans, which Blair and myself 
were thoroughly interested in, :fhis trip was he-fore the time he 
made the trip with Sherman and others to meet me out at Laramie in 
1868. 

On August 00th, 1888, Mr. Wilson wrote me on political 
matters as follows: 



Fairfield, Iowa. 
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"Political matters generally look well; as ftthe general 
result 1 think there can be no doubt. It la probable that we will 
lose some of the rebel states, but will have enough votes to elect 
Grant. 

lasson is canvassing Iowa. This is either training for • 
the Senatorial race next year or for the purpose of getting a good 
place under Grant. 1 am inclined to think he wants a foreign 
appointment. 

It does not look now as. though there will be a Session 
of Congress in 'September and I presume there will be none. 1 am 
inclined to think with you that there will be' a row over the tl.P, 
in Congress next winter. If this comes, Ames must be able to show 
that ie has made a square fight '-■ against Durant, and in favor of 
a strict compliance with, the terms and conditions of the law. 
To this it must eventually come: 'and all parties may as well- 
understand it. 

I judge that Allison will go safely through his convention, 
though they are giving him a bitter fight. I send you a pamphlet 
which his enemies issued against him. 11 

On October 26, 1868, Mr. James P. Wilson, who made a visit 

to Galena, to see General Grant ■ wrote me as follows; 

" You will have received all the news by this time and be 
posted on matters generally, as well as 1 could post you. 

1 spent some three or four hours with Gen. Grant,- last 
Monday at Galena. He is in good; spirits, feel s well and lofaking 
first rate. He had no doubt as : to his election, and, of -course, 
no one else has now, Rawlins was out of town and 1 did not see him. 

1 have been all through ; Allison'" s district. He is all right 
-now but has a hornet! nest on his hands that will give him some 
trouble if he -has aspirations for the Senate. _ This is private. 
:' I have no arrangements ; made for the cbriiing winter. I judge 
from your letter that you have given up the h'use on P. St, Will 
your family be with you this winter? 1 will make no arrangements 
until after reaching Washington, in hopes that we may get- together. 

1 saw a ilatement in the papers a few- days ago that President 
had ordered bonds issued on two: or more sections of the U.P. This ~ 
looks as though the trouble you : feared is bridged over. 

It will be impossible for me to go- out to your place before , . 
Election and fear not at all this fall. 1 have lots of work to do 
before going East. What time will you start for Washington? Grimes ;; 
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has goim East again. He is worse: and 1 fear he will never recover. 

1 feel entirely easy about the election, Grant win 
win on blfr figures. The Democracy are demoralized and have no 
hope of oarryins their ticket. Blair and the rebels have bursted 
the holler." : iifLS 

At the time of the election, on November mil, 1 was out 
on the Union Pacific at Lodge Pole and 1 find in my diary that on 
that date 1 learned that every northern State, except lew York had 
gone for General Grant, 

J In December I returned to Washington for the last session 
of Congress. 1 was very anxious that the Indian Department should be 
taken out from the Interior Department and placed under the War 
Department and as soon as 1 got ^baek 1 went to see General Grant 
and also General Rawlins. Grant said he would do wh&t he could, to 
put the Indian Bureau into the War Department. 

We had in Congress, the Iowa claim bill for moneys expended 
during the Civil War which : we had ir.-d passed. 1 also presented to 
General Grant the plan foe obtaining legislation to consolidate 

■the staff '^aite^^tiich we- had failed., to., do in. the J::fi«| / session. 

I had the hearty approval of Grant and Rawlins in the matter but we 
failed to accomplish it. ' ; 

W. ¥. Maynard who was an old friend of mine and the Post- 
master at, Council Bluffs wrote me as follows: 

Council Bluffs, December 11, 1888. 

"You do not want to be bored nor do I want to bore you. In 
brief then, 1 would like to retain my present position and to this 
end would not nly like to have ; your assitance but your cordial 
approval. 

Prom recent conversations with our mutual, true and tried 
friends, John T. and. Caleb B ald?/In, I fear 1 have not the latter, for 
I am led to think tha 1? you are laboring under the impression that 
I still had and sought affiliation with your bitterest personal 
enerm-y, Mr, Kasson, -n behalf of the warm personal friendship 
that has existed between you and I for .the last' thirteen years, I 
not only desire but deem it my duty to disabuse your mine! on this 
point, and to asbure you in the most frank and unequivocal manner- 
that since your nomination at Des Moines, I have neither written 
to nor received any sort of a communication from Mr, Kasson, a fact 
Mr, E. would attest, if appealed! to upon the subject. And 1 can. say 
further that since the conversation I had with you about Mr. Kasson 
some two years ago, I have not had the least desire to retain 
his friendship or acquaintance. 

I deem this explanation due both to you and myself for, 
whatever else may befall me, I most heartily wish to maintain to 
my latest breath the cherished relations of ffK>i : «|ahip and intimacy 
that have existed between us unmarred for so many years. .And I now " 
say to you in £11 frankness and candor thAt I will not seek to 
retain 'this office i! 1 am assured that such Is not your- personal 
wish, for I remember with most fervent thankfulness the very many ' ■ 
acts of kindness and words of encouragement that have been showered 
upon me by you since the earliest days of Council Bluffs, and I 
do not wish, Tior* intend t© mar that past by any future act of mine. 
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i would lite the office, General, but not at the sacrifice of a 
friendship that ever came to my : relief when trouble and gloom 
hovered about me. ■ 

If you cannot assit me as 1 desire let me by all means have 
your frank and kindly assurance . that it is from no fault of mine but 
because "some man/ more capable and better qualified. is an applicant 
for the position. You cannot certainlv grant me less; I do not 
desire more. : ' 

Remember me to Mrs. D. and. to Messrs. Wilson, Grimes, 
Harlan and at your leisure write me. M • 

I had no intention of removing Maynard. 1 proposed to leave- 
that matter with my successor. 

On December 14, 1868, I : received the following letter from 
J. W. Chapman in relation to his visit to Washington and to bills 
which "were pending there: :. • • 

■ Council Bluffs, Iowa. 

rt I have not heard yet from you or from Gus since your 
arrival' in Washington. 1 see that the House passed the Garfield 
Bill by an overwhelming majority the other day tut doubt if it 
passed the Senate. I judge more particularly from the action 
that body has taken and fro.-;:, the reports' of -the same sent to the 
Tribune from its Bureau at W as ; ington. Those reporters seem to 
be the most reliable of any others, at least for New York papers. 
Will Wilso^go Into -the Cabinet, ; and will Garfield or any other 

similar bill.be .adopted,, in .your ...opinion.. The. ..Custer, massacre., if.. 

it was one, is having its influence against the change, fudging 
from what the newspapers say of : the matter, 

1 expect to go to Washington in -February with John T. 
Baldwin. I was never there, anchl propo -e to see the sages of 
the Nation in Counsel once, whether It avails anything otherwise 
or not. . : . 

There is a movement on foot just at this time to gobble 
the Osage Indian Reserve in southern Nebraska. Old Windy Smith of ■ 
Des Moines, a Kasson appointee, : is their -agent and he is my 
authority through a second party for saying this. It is thought to 
be a big thing. Judge Mason of Nebraska told me that he could get 
an interest but thought he had better keep out and save his credit. 

The latest report from Nebraska is to the effect that Tipton 
is weakening, and that the Marquette card is the trump at this time 
The fight lays between the two, ; and either suits me." 



Mr, Chapman refers to the Cu;;t',er s Massacre. 1 have written 
of this in my Indian campaigns. 

Tliife stirred up a great ; deal of feeling in Washington and 

the Garfield bill which he speaks of was the turning over of the, ■ 

Indian Bureau to the War Department, but as he suggests, it failked 

to carry in the Senate. 

^J On December 15, 1868, I ;went to Chicago to the meeting -of 

the Society of the Army of the Tennessee, a combined meeting of 

the Army of the .Tennessee, Cumberland and Ohio. General Grant, 

Logan ■' 
Sherman i\~A Sheridan and other leading officers were in attendance. 

General Belnap delivered the oration for the Society of the Army 

of the Tennessee. In finis speech, Gen. Belnap reviews the history 



i 

of the 'Society of the Army of the" Tennessee and in his description 

of the Battle of Atlanta he omitted saying anything in relation 
to the part the 18th Army. Corps took in it, to the astonishment 
of everyone in the Society of the Army of the Tennessee, as it was 
well known that it was the 16th A. C. which saved, the clay. He 
devoted the time almost entirely: to the part the 15th and 17th Corps 
took. One of my aides, who was present, Geroge 0. Tichenor, made 
very severe criticism of this sppech. I clonH seem to have the copy 
of his statements. General Belnap wrote me a letter complaining 

bitterly of Tichenor 1 s critisms and claiming that his ommitting 

AJgttr:-«iad ' I 

Mie, : 16th A. C. was an over-sight, unintentional and that in the 

printed speech it would he corrected. On January 4, 1869, 1 answered 

General Belnap "s letter as follows; 

I New York, Jan. 4, 1869. 

"Yours of Dec 30th. reached me herewhere I have been staying 
for two weeks for medical advice.. I have not seen the article you 
refer to, the Register does not reach me. It may have been sent me to 
Washington, hut' 1 saw a short article in the Nonpareil of .Council 
Bluffs, criticising your address-,: refering personally to 18th corps 

and; myself , ""and "immediately- wrote the -edit or' stating ■ that -any ' 

omission of the kind ¥/as one of the head, not of the 'heart, as. we 
were personally warm friends. Let me here state frankly that 1 
regretted that at the Reunion the 18th and 15th Copps were entirely 
ignored. I know it was unintentional as the 18th had been a part of 
the army of, the Tennessee from its infancy to' its final separation 
but 1 regretted it more as the officers then present of the 16th, 
which was very largely represented, seemed to feel it keenly and came 
to me about it and desired to take some not if e of it, which I imme- 
diately discountenanced stating that it was an oversight and that at 
the next meeting it would be different. No badge and no recognition 
of it whatever, only of the 16th .and 17th", looked to the army strange, 
but 1 felt more keenly the omission in yotir very able and eloquent 
address, which was certainly the ^best I ever listened to, to recognize 
the services of Rawlins, and those near to him were greatly disappoint- 
ed at it. In his delicate health and his rather depressed spirits, 
I knew he would feel it, but, I also knew tha't this was an oversight 
for 1 was aware through him of his kindly feeling to you, and 1 also 
knew that no man of the array of the Tennessee, who knew him, but 
honored and loved him, ~nd for fear he might be forgotten entirely, 
I went personally to s&& that at ^the banquet the oversight should be 
repaired, but before the proper hour came, Logan, in terms as 
eloquent' and just as they were deserved, -recognized his services. 

low, let me assure you, I laid n-- thing to heart in either 
case. I felt that the 'bond between soldiers of the Army of the. Term, 
like no. otherfoond between man and man, prohibited that the regret ■ 
should, last longer than the day, -and I only cared for it on account 
of the soldiers ' there, who like all j»l:Aao .thor: n-g -V-as prided themselves 
upon their command, and held its services and its record as sacred as \ 
their IW&Sv > ■ ■ , 

1 have received several letters from the officers since the 
reunion, speaking of it, and have invariably answered that I knew it 
was an oversight which you world-regret more than they. I- feel no\f 
more keenly than ever thnt it should have drawn out any one in a manner 
to so injur© your feelings, as your first letter indicates, and I 
thar-k you for so promptly writing me, as I would not for a moment 
have you consider that I harbor any such feelings; that I would for 
a moment do aught that would- wound you. 1 have not seen Rawlins since 
1 left Chicago. Col. Parker and myself agreed that no mention of the 
omission should be made to him," ; 
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General BelKip took some public notices of the article 

in the Register, which I did. not see myself but which George C. 

Tichenor refers to in his -letter on January 23rd to me as follows: 

Des Moines, Jan. 23, 1869. 

"As 1 have made Belknap so penitent that he is disposed 
to make the "Amende Honorable" 1 am willing to suspend hostilities. 
I had, however, carefully prepared .an article (to be used in case he 
came back at me) which I am certain would lave oilenedd his batteries 
for all time and made all future orators at reunions do the 16th 
Corps and all comrades justice. I wrote the other hurriedly v my 
last would have been most carefully presented." 

On January 21st; Mr. Prank W. Palmer who was the member 
elect to succeed me, wrote me as follows: 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

"Pefore the receipt .of ;-ours of the 29th, I had already told 
one of Van Sandt s friends that the Assessor-ship must go to Anderson, 
If the office of "storekeeper would suit Van, I would like to see it 
take that direction. But I intend to leave for Washington In obout 
ten days and will then talk with y~u about that and other matters 
fully. 1 go earlier than 1 Intended at the request of Gen.. Given, 
he wants to make a good race for the postmastershlp of the House. 

I am getting a flood of letters from the Bluffs on the subj- 
ect of th . postmastershlp, but am holding all parties off at arms' 
end, and W-ill show you the names. 

I at;: delighted to learn thatprant has not Iven the cue for 
the war on railroads that has been led on by Washburn. I have tried 
to hold the Mills Brother's quiet on t.:.ds subject, but they seem to 
Jhink they know more about running a newspaper than I do, and must 
take the consequences. They would have published t'-.e Cincinnati 
Gazette article against Harlan if I had. not talked them out of the 
notion." 

In this letter Mr. Palmer refers to Washburn's attack 

.,,?.. upon the Union Pacific and Central Pacific roads, Washburn never 

V_,' x let up on them; whenever he found an opportunity to criticise the 

. " roads, he fought it before Congress, and Grant, who had a better 

iyT knowlege of the roads than lie took no stock in Washburn's attacks, 

Hr. had an entirely different opinion but I concluded that Washburi : ■ 

th:. -ought";) is 

attack was popular and he was given to seeking that kind of 
A- 

notoriety. 

''My old friend Isaac Brandt, whom I had failed to appoint'' 

as postmaster, on February 6th, wrote, me as follows:"" 

Des Moines s Feb. 6, 1869. 

■ "I am no hand to figure and bore a man in regard to 
positions for myself, but permit me to say that the time is row 
hear at hand, (to wit, when a change in administration takes place) 
that according to agreemeiiVbet-feen Messrs. Tic hen or, Palmer, 
Withrow and others that I was to receive the appointment of P.M. 
at Des Koines. Now I would be very glad Indeed to have you aid 
me in this matter, I think that upon the word and honor of men 
of honor- that 1 should have It. I also think that you and Painter 
can provide for Tichenor so as' to make It satisfactory to me and 
friends of mine. Please write me and let me know what"' you can do 
for me. " 
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I knew nothing abotit an agreement between Palmer and 
Wi throw but 1 forwarded his letter to Palmer for him to take such" 
action upon it as he thought best. 

On February IStliAl received the following letter from Mr. 
James A. Evans from Larftimie. He wished to have that point made- 
the capital of Wyoming. This was impossible as it had already 
been 'Conceded that Cheyenne should be the capital and it was 
entitled to it, Mr. Evans gives the conditions in the west 
as follows: 

Laramie, Feb. 18, 1868. . 

"We are snowed in here, having had but two trains from the 
East and none from the West in six days. I started, for Echo last 
Friday (l2th; smashed up between Wyoming and. Cooper's lake and had 
to return. There is not much prospect .of our getting away in 
several days yet. I am afraid that we are ^oing to have somctrouble 
from now on until Spring. : 

Do you know who will be Governor of this new territory? 1 
hope whoever it may be he will have sense and judgment enough to 
make this point the capital. If this can be done it will be of 

advantage to the town and I think you will agree with me in 
thinking that it is the best place. 1 believe, too, that the 
future will demonstrate that this is the proper point from which 
to operate the U.P.R.R. It is so long that some point about equal 

■■■■distance" f ram its- terminus, .will.; .be- ..he-proper., point ■ for -the 

General Superintendent and staff. 

As 1 have not been ab ' e : to get West, 1 know nothing about 
ho?/ the work is progressing. As soon as 1 do succeed in getting 
there, will write you." ■ 

There was talk that John. A. Easson was an applicant for V 
the position of First Assistant : Post -master General. The Hon. 
Hiram Price and myself write President Grant a -letter objecting 
to such an appointment stating that we did not believe it would 
be satisfactory to our State. ; 

After Ge: eral Grant became General of the Arms?, and when 
the question of the reorganization * of the finny was up, he recom- 
mended to Congress the appointment of a certain number of 
Major Generals of the Volunteer Torces to be made Major Generals 
in the regular army for life. He placed me at the head, of this 
list but he" made the fatal mistake in making the recommendation, 
in'maming the officers, and while 1 could mot have accepted the 
^position, it was a great compliment to me. Wh'^n the recommendations 
went to Congress there were so few members interested in the Major 

Generals that were recommended that they turned it down, I said, to 
Hen Grant ' t. ■ 

'■ft that no doubt , - Qongress.-wemidbli^ve^ passed the" bill ■ - - g?' 

•provide a 
he had simply •„ & : that a certain number of the Volunteer Major 
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during their lives 



Generals should he Major Generals In the regular array,. -leaving it 

to the General of the Army to make the selection. After he saw the- 

action of Congress, he saw 'his mistake. I forget now whether he 

recommended any Brigadier Generals in the Volunteer Service to be 

made Brigadier Generals irM-he Regular army or not, hut I think he 

did. I have also forgotten the names he gave. 

A biiltor creating circuit Judges which had been pending . 
\ : '" . a^d ... was passe-eM.,- 

in Congress for a long time came : up in the short session. Judge 

A" 

Caleb Baldwin of Council Bluffs, :on March 16, 1869, wrote me in 
relation to an appointment as follows: 

"I received a letter from Sapp tlis morning stating that 
the bill creating -Circuit Judge, :'*-c. would likely fass sery soon. 
I did not intend at present to ask for any office under the new 
administration-, 1 have been in hopes for some time that Iowa would 
be divided in two judicial districts, and when that was done I 
intended to ask for the appointment of U.S. District Judge. This 
new law will dissipate that hope, and Sapp and others urge me to, 
apply for the .appointment of Circuit Judge. 

I have not seen the provisions of the ne~< bill. If it is as 
1 suppose, 1 would like the place. 1- wrote to Palmer yesterday on 
the subject, and for him to see you if you were yet in Washington. I 
do most awftfffily hate to apply for. an office but 1 want this very 
much. It is for life and the ...salary is what 1 needed. 1 think I 
stand in as good position for a judicial honor as any man In. Iowa. 
I know the Bar of the State will endorse me as quickly as amy man 
In the State, if not quicker. Politicians may head me off, but the Bar 
of the State would not. _; 

If the bill should pass and the place is open, I should rely 
very much on you. I know your influence with Grant and Rawlins- and 
your friendship for me. If you cannot take time or have not the dis- 
position to a'id me to your utmost,- 1 will consider my chance not 
forth much. Judge Miller of the Supreme Ct. is a special friend; so 
are Grimes, Wilson, McCreary, Allison, Blaine; and. can get Kirkwood 
Judge Wright and others at home. ; I can get the endorsement of the 
leading members of the Bar of »the State. 1 mill do nothing till I 
hear from you as to the prospect ;of the bill ana what you advise me 
to do. 

If you expect to teve before you can write and hear from me 
again, telegraph me what to do If you think the bill will pass and 
that 1 had better secure the Influence of the persons above named 
and that you will aid .me, telegraph me to go ahead. Write me also." 

^This letter greatly embarassed me as -I had already recommended 

Judge .Dillon of the United States- District court for the position. 
1 immediately answered Judge Baldwin telling him of my promise to 
Judge Dillon and the embarrassment 1 was in in the matter, both 
being close personal friends, and Judge Baldwin of my otm town. 
On March 26, 1869m Judge Baldwin -sent me the fallowing letter 
which was a great relief to me: : 
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Oounoil Bluffs, 'March 26, 1869. 

"Yours received. When I wrote to you about the Circuit 
Judgship, I was not aware that the "bill had been pending so long, 
and that so many combinations had already been made. 1 thank you 

kindly for your proffered, aid, but i must beg of you not to ask to 
be released from your promise to : Judge Dillon. Judge D. is a 
good man and perhaps ought to have the rippointment-especially as . 
there -never has been any provisions made for the "Price Family" and 
the "Judge has never been gratified in his demands for position." 
One reason why I declined being a candidate for -re-election to the 
supreme-, bench was that Judge D. was so ambitious that he wanted the 
position but did not want to be a candidate against me. It' was the 
honor not the pay that he wanted.; I wanted the pay, not the honor. 
As soon as he was on the bench, -he demanded of the Legislature an 
increase of salary and in order to get it had to strain the language 
of our constitution, and with all this he is not satisfied. 

1 am satisfied I could, get the endorsement of as many good, 
and prominent men in Iowa as Judge D., but as many of my friends ?rere 
pledged before 1 knew there was such a position, I will no longer 
urge my claim, 

I was not advised of the -features of the bill, but from 
necessity 1 would have liked the position. 1 could have saved from 
§3500 to |4000 over the expenses.; This is much more than 1 can make by 
my profession. It is not the position that I wanted but the emolument. 
1 want a U.S.. District Judgeship,; and if there is a chance for such a 
position either by the resignation of Judge Love or the creation of 
a new district, I am in for that : and expect to command you. 

Now, General, what 1 write you is ; in confidence. I should 
not have said anything about Judge. D, , but it is to you. 

The billffiliay. not passed this session » Judge D. may change his 
mind, something may turn up, perhaps, it would be better to await 
further developements and say nothing. Write me. 11 
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•J ■■ ■■General' ■■Grant was ■■■inaugurated' on- March ■■ 4^ and ■■selected' as 

Secretary of State for his Cabinet, James F. Wilson. General Grant 



/ 



/ kept his cabinet a secret to everyone, though Wilson and myself knew 
sometime before hand that he had ^selected Mr. Wilson and Wilson had 
Jy. /'\ agreed to serve. General Grant said to me once that Mrs. Grant was 
very anxious to know -who his cabinet would be but he knew It would 
not be safe to tell her if he did not want it known but he said if 
she had taken interest enough to go through his coat pocket, she 
would have found a slip of paper :with all. their names on, ]/ 

Mr. Washburn was. very much disappointed when he found out 
that General Grant had' selected Mr. Wilson for Secretary of State, - 
but General Grant had selected Ivlr* Washburn for Minister to Paris, 
but Washburn appealed to General Grant to appoint him as temporary 
Secretary of State so as to give 'him the benefit of such a position 
which he claimed would help him very greatly in Europe, as the 
Minister to Paris, General Grant consulted Wilfeon about this. In 
the first place, %lson had made up his mind not to take any official 
position but to go out of politics and was greatly disappointed when 
General Grant selected him for the cabinet, but' of course he could 
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not refuse this and. he told General Grant that he had no objections to 

Washburn's holding this position for a week or ten days for the honor 
of it but that he must not make any of the appointments in the Depart- 
ment or in fixing the policy. Wilson said if Washburn did that, he 
would not accept the position. As soon as Mr. Washburn got the • 
position, he immediately began to make appointments and also to set 
forth a policy which was to be pursued. .This astonished General 



*-,,,, Grant very much and, placed him in a very difficult position. He did 






h -.i j, not feel like setting down on Washburn and I do not think he would 
\\ f have done so if it had not been for Mrs. Grant' who did no ^> like Wash- 
burn. Wilson saw General Grant immediately and told him that under 
no circumstances would he now accept the pesition of Secretary of 
State; that while his friendship .to. him (Grant) was as great as ever, 
he could not afford to be placed In the position' Washburn had put 
him. He said Washburn had always- antagonized him and had taken this 
course for the purpose of discrediting him before the public and the 
State would never forgive him if lie accepted the position. Wilson 

was ...very.. much mistaken. ..in... this.. ;ihe. State, want.© d him. ..to accept. ...and 

1 used all the influence 1 had 'with Wilson- to get him to accept. / 
A few days after Grant's inauguration, Wilson and 1 left for lew 
York. We stopped at the 5th Avenue Hotel. While we were at 
breakfast one morning, Mr. A. D. Richardson came to the table with 
a message from General Grant offering Wilson' the Attorney -Generalship 
or any position in his cabinet that he wanted, except Secretaryship 
of the Treasury; he also brought a personal letter from Rawlins for 
me, urging me to induce Wilson to accept; that Grant was very much 
disappointed to not have W ilson in his cabinet, as he wanted him 
for his advisor. Wilson was very- much pleased to think that he had 
gotten out of politics and absolutely refused to consider the matter. 
The controversy caused great many: of the newspaper men to come to see 
Wilson and to avoid them, he and I went to Lon.r Branch, stopping 
at the Went End' Hotel. This was a larg*e. • hotel and was so crowded 
that we could not get a room. As- we were lined'mp to go into our 
meals, John Chamberlin who kept a : club house there and who recop;niaed 
me, stepped up to -us .and said to me, "I would be pleased to have you 
take your meals over at the Club House if you are willinr" to ro 
there." 1 spoke to Wilson about it and he said he was willinr to go 
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any where where he could get a. meal. Chamherlin 1 s club. House was a 
gamboling house but we went there for our meals. 

1 knew Ohamberlin when 1 was in command of the Department of' 
Missouri. He kept, one of the gamboling houses in St. Louis. 1 had 
issued an order in St. Louis that any gamboling house which allowed 
a Disbursing officer to play at ;the tables would be shut up. The 
Provost Marshal reported to me that one of the eomiai^iaries of 
Subslstance had been playing at ^Ohamberlin 1 s House and has lost a 
good deal of money. 1 Immediately ordered the Provost Marshal to- 
close up the Ohamberlin House. : Chamber lin came to me j 1 saw he was 
good deal of a man. He told me -that the rules in his house were 
strict, to obey all orders of the department and especially the order 
I had issued about disbursing officers but that this man had come in^ 
in cilizens clothes and . no one had known him. Ohamberlin brought 
me the money ha had lost. Under the circumstances 1 withdrew the 
order closing his house and Ohamberlin never forgot It. Ever after 
that he was a great friend of mine and when he kept his hotel in 

■■ Washington ,■■■ in after' 'years, I-used-to 'Often ■stop-with-hinrand. -when 

he opened the big hotel' at Pt. Monroe, I' took an Interest' in it. 

Wilson returned to Iowa : and made known to the State that he 
had gone out of politics for good but after remaining at home for 

'some time, he was elected to the United States Senate and 1 believe 

served two terms in it, ■ 

After Wilson returned home, he wrote me on April 22nd as 

follows : 

; Fairfield, Iowa, April 22, 1889* 

"I have yours of the 16th and 19th. 

1 have a taste now of the independence of private life ana 
dont think I will give up soon, I will not be a candidate for the 
Senate, Can you get Tichenor to stick a few pins for Allison? I 
/ dont think we ought to send an inexperienced man to follow Grimes. 
|( , . The Tribune (Chicago) published an editorial on my cabinet 
*\>' ,; . and licGarrohan matters, and it completely demoralized "Washburn. 

Washburn attempted to take YJnite to task for it then White told _ him 
. v . .. he had' lost all confidence in him. ■ I will tell yon all about it 'when 
/ \ A I see you, Townsend wrote to vThite in -'ans-var to his demand for his 
I authority as to his statement that I had lost a place in the Cabinet 
on account of my connection with the McG case; ( that Tashburn told him 
''so, \ 

1 see it announced that the two tracks will meet next Sunday. 
Is this true? 1 hope the meeting at Boston today will put matters 
in good shape, and leave every rascal out of the directory. It is my 
purpose to remain at home until instructed to proceed out on the roach 
Townsend will write no more for the Tribune after the 15th of 
July, at which tl ! :.e his contract expires." 



J 
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President Grant had appointed Wilson as one of the G- over Hasan t 
Directors on the Union Pacific, 

On Kay 19, 1869, 1 received the following letter from George 

G. Ticheror: 

Des Moines, Iowa. 

"Thank you for your kind and very welcome favor. The better- 
portion, I mean the most useful and pleasant portion of ray life, 
has been so intimately associated :, r ith you; you have been so good a 
fy|;itnd, indeed, I may say, benefactor of mine and occupy no large a 
place in my heart and thoughts that your letters, If only a line 
are most precious to me. I trust therefore you "/ill kindly exercise 
charity if I annoy you with my frequent letters. 

I agree with yon In what jrou say regarding Grant'"' cabinet. 
It paltoS' me that he is Viot more ably fortified In his Executive 
household . 1 think PIsk especially is very weak, Indeed, he has not 
one single strong, able, positive man there except Rawlins, and I hope 
to God Grant will, for hispwn sake, make an entirely !, new deal." 

Why dont either you or Wilson go in? You at the head of 
either the Interior or Post office Departments would do more . for the 
administration than the vhole set of them there now- the same would 
be true of ^ilso' . Wilson says he will not be a candidate for Senator. 
He must change his mind or you must run. I feel sure either of you 
can be elected, but we had all fixed on Wilson. 1 dont think it is in 
"the papers" to elect Allsion and the result I fear will be that JudgfL 
Wright or some other inexperienced and unfit man will be selected. 
We can come nearer electing Palmer, I think, than Allsion although 
I can and will stick' every pin I can for Allison if you say so. 

Kr. Barnes Is in a great hurry for that Biography; please 
send me the data at once, date of birth, date and plsce of marriage, 
&c. &c. also audi Items as I am not posted i. . rega: d to your ser- 
vices in Congress-the Committee jov served on, bills and measures 
you introduced and supported, -he, ft.e. I have all other data, I want 
to get Lip a good one." 

Col. K. M. Bane who had served under me In the Civil : « r ar, 

had been removed from the position he held at Qulney, 111. and wrote 

me as follows asking his re-instatement : 

Quincy, 111., May 80, IS 69, 

"I was absent from home in New Orleans with Mrs. Bane for 
her health, and our member of Congress had me removed. Grant will 
reinstate me on good recommendations. Our people here have strongly- 
endorsed me thr-ughout the State; and I will tell you what I want 
from you. You know I have no personal acquaintance or at least but 
very little with Gen. Sherman, and I want a letter from you to him 
of a doutte character, roth introducing me and asking If at all 
consistent to aid me with Grant. You and Sherman are potent with the 
Presidsvii-i- I am sorry to ask so much of your time for I owe you 
a large debt of gratitude already," 

I do not remember whether Grant reinstated him or gave him 

another position. ,1 know he took care of him. 

General Grant asked me if 'I -ha'd a staff -officer who had 

fv , 

ability and discretion to fill a very important, position. 1 wrote 
him that I had and recommend.ee "B. P. Chenowith. General Grant placed 
MM Chenowith on this duty and he performed It so well that he kept 
Chenowith, 1 lost him, which was rather a o '- sappointment to me but as" 
he went to an important pos.'. tlon I acquiesced. 
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China and especially in Canton, he wa ted to send a discreet man there 
as Consul and he sent Ohenowitb there fend to show how little the 'officers 
of the army had after tk.^ war, Chenowith had to go on by himself to take 
the position of the Consulate, not being able to take his family with 
him. I received a letter from his -wife statin/- that her husband had 
left for his position going in advance 'of her to take possession of 
his consulate and dram? his transit fee on which he depend ©s|to defray 
jtfV expenses across the Ocean, pay in';" the passage money after the vessel 
arrlveq in port as -he ms assured he yyGtfiq have no difficulty in arranging 
it in that way while in San Francisco. She appealed to me for a pass 
across the continent, which, of course, I gave her. 

On July 12, 1069, Mr. James P. Wilson wrote me as follows in 
relation to the Senatorial question: 

Fairfield, Iowa. 

"1 have your telegram to Chicago, also your letter here, 
I can't go TTest with you at this time; am sorry, hut can see no other- 
way about it now. I see Hammond is to take Snyder's place; who did this" 
It ought not to have been. 

The Senatorial fight, is becoming interesting, md I have just 
read one item which -will Brake it more so, 1 have read a letter from 
Crimes dated June 3Cth at Pairs, in which' be says he will resign, 
resignation to take effect about the time of the meeting of the leg- 
islature. 3ay nothing about this as it is possible he may change his 
mind, ■ and at all g vents it had better come out in the regular way. 

Grimes wants me to write him on the subject; whafi had I better 
say? Do you think hn ought to resign? 

I don't see how I can assume any different position on the Sen- 
atorial question. 1 dont -.7 ant the place end would, not make a fight for 
a life lease on it. Still t is being understood if the Legislature 
should tender it, it could not ^e well declined. Put no such thing 
will happen in this State. 

Harlan's last fight and the greed of candidates nuts such a 
Contingency beyond .probability, sot to say possibility. The Cooley 
arrangement looks like a fight against Allison in ths 3d District. 
Of course Cooley stands no chance. Altogether it may result in putting 
Merrill on the track, and he would have a good deal of strength.*.? right 
feels secure; but some of his friends are gett'ng uneasy. Taken all 
around it promises to be a pretty kettle of fish before they get 
through with it," 

There was a great opposition to Mr. Kasson at Des Koines and 

through his district and they were continually appealing to me in 

relation to it but J kept out of .the fight' as my other duties 'were 

taking all my attention and 1 did not consider it devolved upon me to 

enter the contest. 

. ' On July 14, 1SG9, on this question, George C, Ticheror wrote 

me from Des Moines, as follows: 



M My plan would be* to go for lasson, generally, not only In 
the newspapers but in every other way, and, not only for him but for 
his fri -nds in the different localities. 

He is not only a scoundrel generally, hut a clisorganizer 
an/.' adventurer politically, and is seeking to identify himself with 
L;.,e Republican party for its ruin, and his own aggrandizement. Had he 
remained quiet, I should have been in favor of letting him alone hut 
since re is seeking office and leadership In the party simply to do 
mischief, --and to advance his own villianous purposes, the pa rty se- 
curity and Integrity, nay its very existence demands his- exposure 
en-: excommunication. 

I know the course 1 advocate would lead ^ Q t i ie election of 
one Democratic member from this county, but taat would* be a ble'ssing 
compared to the fearful Injury that ; would follow his election, as a 
Republican. The Democratic nominees In this county are' excellent men 
and no great Injury could result from the election of one of them. ■ 
Hart in Tut tie, one of them, is a war Democrat, no politician, and a 
noble, Christian gentleman. 

My great fear is that our ; party leaders underestimate Kas- 
son's capacity for mischief* I know Ji is program and 1 tell you, if he 
Is quietly left alone he will accomplish enough of it to ruin the 
party in Iowa, and place himself in-; power upon its ruins. His plan is" 
a superb, bold, perfect and a masterly conception, and springs from 
Democratic brains. My plan is to have the party leaders throughout the 
State go |$o work with their newspapers and if necessary let the Ad- 
ministration furnish some power. Democracy, Masonry and Ant i -ad- 
ministration are the 'levers at work ; and which we must fight. Of course 
we should not and need not make a public issue - against Masonry, Easson 
is having his men. run for Legislative nominations In every county and 
senatorial district he can reach in; the State, and bids fair at least 
with the Democracy, to have a majority, this may look sensational to 
some, but to me it is a cold stark fact, 

1 fought Noel, but could not beat him, I beat lichpls for the 
Senate, but 1 learn he is trying now for the House. I am doing all 
T can to help Millard beat laws, and to beat Dashiel Waddell and 'others, 
but 1 can do but comparatively little. 

The ''Bulletins, lasson* s organ, published by the thief, Orwig, 
Is about sailing into me generally on the ground of my Interfering in 
legislative nominations in other counties. Kasson fearing the fight 
has run off as usual, gone to lew Tori-: to raise funds fortius fight from 
Lockwood, and probably the Democracy. "6 

Judge George D. Wright of ;Des Moines was a candidate to fill 

Grimes seat in the United States Senate, if he resigned. 1 was very 

anxious to have Senator Allison as a candidate but 1 did not expect 

to elect him aginst Wright, but 1 did -expect to elect him when Senator 

Harlan's time' expired. The Western .part of the State was very much 

opposed to Harlan 'bec,$a.se he had favored Omaha in every question that 

came up as against Council Bluffs, 'His action on the bridge question 

made me determine if 'possible to defeat him and I used every influence 

t had in the district for that purpose and we 'were looking after the 

members of the Legislature, especially the Senators who would serve' 

when- the time of the election of Harlan came, and <§n this question, 

Kr. Prank ¥. Palmer wrote me as follows; ■ 

:Des Moines, la., July .14, 1889. 

"Yours of the 10th reached me last evening. George Tichenor ' 
wrote to John A. Mills to induce him or his father 'to run for the house 
from Gass County, but John wi^tes that neither . he nor his father, can - 
leave home, being largely engaged in cattle business. 
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1 know Waddell was all wrong, .but ' Thomas Withrow says he is at 

work for Whitney in Atlantic, and. Whitney is. a partner to Frank Allen's 
in the new town of Atlantic, so there is a chance he can be controlled 
if nominated, still, I wish some other man could be nominated. 

Gol. Noel was nominated in Dallas' on Saturday at the Primary 
elections, but ran between 200 and 300 behind the remainder of the 
ticket. We threw in all the help against him we could, but he has been 
King in that county so long, it was: hard to get men to fight him. With 
the railroad towns now growing either side of Adel, we will carry that . 
county hereafter. 

« Thomas Withrow thinks Brainard would vote for Wright, on 
acco tint of old Van Burne C^„ Associations, but would, of course make 
Kasson his second choice. He ought to be beaten if he can be. 

My own impression is that: quiet systematic work in whipping 
his candidates for Senators and Representatives may be best for the 
present. There are certain candidates for U. S. Senator who would be 
glad to have him loom up enough to overshadow Wright, and who would 
actually defend him if assailed in the newspapers, but who would them- 
selves fight him publicly and privately if they feared he would be 
strong enough to be nominated. I fear that he is stronger now than 
any other candidate, for* the reason! that he has done more systematic 
work as is shown all over the district. He started on -Monday for 
Hew York (I think; to raise a corruption fund. The tro-.-ble is, 
that Wright feels too confident and what work he does' is not of the ty- 
ing up sort. Against a : aian" who will : use all the money he can raise and 
promise all the kingdoms of the earth, Wright will stand a poor show. 
We whipped Kasson in his' game of nominating Nichols of Guthrie for 
Senator. Frank Murray was nominated by the votes of Willis (Noel's 
competitor in Dallas) and Willis'- friends, and knows and acknowledges 
the obligation. You know the Slope Counties better than I, and can tell 
what tactics to adopt; but Thomas ag'feses ?/it. me that here -we can make 
more for the present by quiet, energetic work in the Counties, Millard 
of Clark is running against Doc. Laws- in tha..t county. 

" Millard -of-- Kills- -could-- help his brother' a -'-good- deal. ■ Doc* Laws 

is little better than a Democrat. 

1 am sorry you and Wilson end Price are going away now, for 
withimt he next four weeks the composition of the legislature will be 
determined. It may be that Wilson will be compelled to go into the 
fight, to save the State from the inevitable disgrace of Kasson' s election. 

Although I was no longer; a member from the District, 1 had 

apparently more influence in it than any one else and 1 saw pretty 

plainly that I could line up this district for either Allison or 

Wilson, Both Allison and Wilson were anxious that I should run but 1 
told them that under no circumstances would I be a candidate and if / 

elected would not accept, . 

On this question, I received the following on August 18th from 

General Rice, who had served under me in the war: 

\ Oskaloosa, August 18,-1869. 

"The Senatorial fight is getting considerably mixed in the 
State, and 1 think a soldier of your locality can come in and carrv the 
field, " .. 

1 want you to be a candidate as 1 am anxious to see a soldier, 
(a representative one) in the U.S.. Senate from this State; and there is 
no one, soldier or citizen, 1 would: take so much pleasure in supporting 
as yourself, If you will take the field I will guarantee the vote of 
this county, and will go to work for you in this and the .first district 
and leave nothing undone to secure your election. 

Since you are out of Congress, Iowa has no soldier there ( Smyth i 
amounts to nothing as suclO and it is an outrage on the soldiers of 
the state not to be as well represented as any other State. 

G-eorge Wright is ahead today, but he will not have sufficient 
votes to be elected, and a combination of ail the opposition- wil 1 , 1 
predict, elect some one not, now a candidate; you can combine this 
strength better than any man in the; State. Your standing as the leading 
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soldier, your experience in Congress, your location, ■ your Imov influence 
with Grant and Rawlins, your capacity 'and fitness for the place all indi- 
cate you as the best and most available man for our candidate. I hope 
you will conclude to make the race. 

My idea would be not t" come out as a candidate now, but let the 
candidates now in the field and those constantly springing up fight away 
at Wright and at each other until all are sore and sick of the conflict, 
and then come in and sweep the result of their victory over each other. 
Wright's strength is not a positive, earnest, enthusiastic one, it is 
merely a willing support, and you can, in my opinion, get many of their 
votes, and unite the entire oppositio. . 

If you will be a candidate, let a few of your quiet discreet 
personal friends know it, that .we may go to work when the time comes, and 
we will I verily believe, elect you, 1 intend to travel considerably over 
the State in reorganising the Posts of the Grand Army of the Republic 
(I was elected Grand ^ommander of the State at the recent Davenport 
meeting) and I will se t the thing in motion as I go along. Please keep 
this entirely ' confidential, and let me hear from you." 

My old friend, Jonathan Covode, who, during the. last session 

of Congress sat beside me, \*/rote me as follows- from Philadelphia: 

Philadelphia, August §» 1869. 

"The political canvass now going on with us has assumed a 
national aspect, and the Democrats are struggling to secure a foothold 
in Pennsylvania. with the view of intrenching for the next Breaidential 
canvass. 

The small majority' we have only been able to hold for ten 
years in a poll of over half a million votes, renders it absolutely 
necessary that no means should, be lift untried to get out our entire vote, 
and gather all the new friends that it is possible to enlist. 

Your reputation as an orator and as a leading Republican, are 
known to our people, and we earnestly desire to have you speak in the 
State as often as you can do so, and help to nrou:-;e the people, and 
save the Government from falling into the hands of those who have been 
its enemies or were indifferent to its fate in the last decade. 

Please let me hear from you soon as convenient, as after Sept, 
15th."'aridup to election day, we hope to have our camp fires lit up, ready 
to greet all who aid us,' 1 

Covode 's statement of his people knowing me as an orator was 
a great joke, but he was a. particular friend of mine and he thought the 
speech i made on the Pacific railroad was an eloquent one and that i 
could speak on anything else just as well. 

When we were in Congress together, Simon Cameron who was the 
Senator from Pennsylvania had rooms across from the Capitol where he took 
his lunch daily and he invited his friends there to lunch. Senator Cameron 
always claimed that he made me by ..4sftlw.g' my appointment- y^ the 4th 
Iowa and was a great friend to me, and I had a standing iixltation to 
take lunch with him and I used to go over heal often with Covode, 
Cameron had plenty of champaign and Covode used to often enjoy a little 
too much of it and Camednr used to say to me when we would go back to 
the House "Don't you let Covode speak, in the House when he is not. himself . " 
One day we went over from the -house and there was a subject up which 
Covode was interested in and he got up to speak, I saw that he was not 
steady on his feet and I took hold of him and told. Lirn to sit down. 
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I said, "Covode. you are drunk and you don't -know it; sit down." Covode 

sat down. As we went from- the 'House: that day, up to our W<DHie$ I had _ 

Covode with me. He was himself then: and as we were sitting in the car, 

Covode 'turned to me and said, "Dodge:, you lied about me today." 

"Why, 1 said, "Covode, ho?/ is that?"; He said, "You said to me, 'Covode 

sit down, you are drunl and you don't, know it." He said, "I did know 

it." Covode was a very companionable man an the floor of the House,, 

He had a great influence hut they all knew his failing. 

fieneral Rawlins was in poor 'health and it was thought by a 

good many that he would resign. Before I went West 1 was in Hew York 

at the St. Nicholas Hotel and my former chief of staff, George E. Spencer 

was with me. Rawlins came from his home in Connecticut to see me, but 

the day he came, 1 was not very well, Spencer had sat up all the night 

before with me, r $ could not sleep and was quite sick. Rawlins came to 
.ivekeVl 

tell me that .he had-- left the War Department as he did not think he 
f\ 

woxild lasjt long and wanted me to take his place, but I 'explained to him_ 
my connection with... the .Union Pacific ..railroad, , my Inability... to leave it 
and also that no doubt the appointment would create a good deal of 
criticism on Grant ! from : 'members of the House and Committees who were 
then active leS 5 Committees of investigation, etc. Rawlins was greatly 
disgusted when he left and said that he believed 1 was more sick than 
he was and he did .not know whether I would last as long; however, if 1 
did he would insist on Grant's appointing me. Prom this ■ interview, 
some press had rumors in it and on September 4th, I received the followin ' 
letter from Jesse L. Williams, Government Director of the Union Pacific 
on that question; . 

Fort Wayne,' Sept. 4, 1869. 

"I learned at Tremont House on Friday that you had gone West. 
I wish that 1 could have met you. Rawlins will undoubtedly resign soon. 
1 have always thought since it was first mentioned that Grant would. 
offer it to you. This is the least 'he can do, and you should accept. 
1 don't know that 1 can -'do much to promote the thing with the President, 
not being personally -familiar, but with the'' Senate I would, were it 
necessary. Of course, -you and- Wilson heard about it. - 

After returning from Boston, I wrote an article intended for the 
Tribune rather foreshadowing the probable withdrawal of Gen. Rawlins, 
and favorably noting your -being called to his place and. stating ground 
and representing 'the appointment eminently proper, I, however, concluded 
to withhold .the article. It is a delicate' subject to talk of the appre- 
hended vacancy, when that is to state so sad a cause as in the case of 
Rawlins. Moreoever, I did not know; that the Tribune would feel friendly, 
having perhaps an Illinois ax to grind. So the matter rests. But if I can 
asrail in my way, please write me confidentially, 
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1 am til-- more disposed to think yon should accepjif offered 
■ >acou.s« of the iinsaaisfactor-y condition and prospects of the road. You 
.•ind I had as 'well both cut it after awhile. What is your opinion now? ^ 
"fin the- ;~o thr ••u f? h or will they "bust up? 

I saw vour name mentioned with Logan's for the China mission. 
Ton are better fitted for Secretary of ITar-and it is more in your line. 
On this Rubjeot, let me say to you that I should not he at all surprised 
if P. A. Howard still goes to China. He is our Grand Rapids Land Commiss- 
ioner-. The President has not yet accepted his resi- nation as a. H- 

Informed rae. " . 

Y! rite me all about the bridges. 77111 the other road so nit _ ^ 
Has Bridge committee made any arrangement? Is the west at a stand -stilL?'" 

Upon General Rawlins death, September 7th, 18d9, I commenced 

receiving letters immediately from Iowa and other points about my 

taking his place. 

On September S, 1069, Mr. F. H. Palmer, Member of Congress from 
the 5th District, yrote me that Governor and State officers have tele <_ 
graphed for your appointment to "far office. If appointed flo not decline. 
If the Secretaryship of Par is offered, will you accept?" 

On September 9, 1869, from 7a shins ton, I received a letter 



from George S, Spender on the same subject 



with 



desired to 
between the 
not. be good 



"Since writing you today a friend of mine had a long tab: 
GrWWt about Rawlins' successor. This friend told Grant that It wa:> 
almost the unanimous wish of the Army that you should be appointed, and 
also that your appointment would give more general satisfaction than 
any tthat could be made. Grant told this friend that he 
appoint you but owing to tie large transactions yearly 
Government and the Pacific Railroad, he felt It might 
policy. 

That you were one of- the principal officers of the road dnfi 
that the appointment would be criticised. Our friends answered all the 
objections and said the moment you accepted the cabinet position you 
would resign on the road. He also told the President that he supposed 
you .did not desire the place, but would only accept, supposing It to be 
Rawlins' wish that you should, etc I ttink the. reasons assigned by 
Grant very lame ones and do not like them. I intend having a talk with 
him today. The President is almost entirely for you and I believe the 
country to be. 

All feel a deep interestin this matter and -ye all feel that 
Grant, should have some true and trusted friends in the Cabinet. All 
agree that but for Rawlins the Administration would have been worse than 
a failure, and that he has saved it from disgrace. 

I am mortified and astonished at the position Grant takes con- 
Qerning your appointment. In the talk I had wit, him he did not mo. Ice any 
objection. Some think Logan will be appointed, but the large mass think 
you 'Will be. No one but myself and friends know of this conversation 
today. Please write me at the Everett House, P.P. If I learn anything I 
w 1 1 1 wr 1 1 e t o y o u t o m o r r o w . " 

On September 9, 1869, I received another letter from Mr. 



Spencer, as follows: 



"1 have 
friend Rawlins I I 

Tonight 
a movement to put 
tendered to you w 
can do Grant more 
country. Day aft 
editorial urging 
Grant about it. I 
your friends ixp 



just paid the last tribute of respect to oar tear 

have never known a man more universally mou*rh> ; 1. 

I go to New York with the President. "<e have c : -garni seel 

you In Rawlins place and I think the ..position will be 
ltd out a doubt and 1 beg of you not to decline It, You 



It. 

_ood and the party more good than an- ma \ in the 
er tomorrow the "Times' 1 In He./ York will have an." 
the appointment and all your friends have sp token to 

don 1 t know that the place will be tendered you but. all 
ect It and do not for* God's sake decline it Pile did not 
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as usual commit himself but 1 think It pleased him when it was suggested, 
General .Sherman 1 think is favorable to you. .If J. F. WHsm would write 
the President, It would do wood. The apolntmerd. must- he made within ten 
days," 

General Grant consulted with General SkfWilFl In relation to 

n:y appointment and General Sherman wrote me a latter In relation to it. 

In his letter he said that General Grant had asked him to recommend an 

officer for the position; th:h Grant was very anxious to appoint me but 

...... he felt that my relatione with the Union Pacific might prohibit my 

.w- A acceptance and might cause trouble. I immediately wrote General Sherman 

/ that it would be impossible for me to accept; that I appreciated General 

Grant's position in the matter. 

General Sherman's letter to -me was a long one and in some 

way I have loot It and sometime aftexwaards I wrote. General Sherman for 

a copy of It but he replied that tw: had no copy of it and made a state- • 

inert of the matter as. follows: 

"1 remember well that after General Rawlins' death, I acted 
as Secretary of War for about six weeks. "Then it became necessary to 
fill the place, General Grant expressed a wish to select some one of 
the Volunteer Generals, probably from the "Test. I named to him yourself, 
General Belknap and General Fairchilds. General Grant at first 
expressed his preference for you but at the time you were connected 
with the Union Pacific railroad and as the Secretary of "far would have 
to decide many questions of right on that road, It was supposed that 
you might be influenced by your interest or rather that the public 
might suppose you might be influenced -thereby and. he accordingly chose 
General Belknap and authorised me to communicate the fact to him loy 
telegraph which I did, and 'which resulted in his accepting. General 
Grant also authorized me to communicate his preference for you but the 
views I have stated were the cause of his final choice. Tour letter 
taking the same. view of the question that General ("rant did settle'd the 
question and was very satisfactory to General Grant." 

On September 10, 1869, I received the following letter from 
Judge G, C. Cole of the Supreme Court of the State of Iowa showing the 
interest taken hy the authorities generally in the State on this ques- 
tion: . ^C)es Wtolne9,Utm 

"Chief Justice Dillon and myself, while attendinr the Mississi- 
ppi Valley County Convention at -Keokuk, on Tuesday 7th inst, learned of 
the death of Gen, Rawlins. Judge 'Dillon suggested that we procure the 
consent of the Gov. and State officers from. Des Worries, and then add to 
them our own and such other names of persons attending the conventl-"" 
as we could secure and telegraph the President asking your appointment 
as Secretary of Thar. We, accordingly, after consulting C l/ Tichenor, who 
most cordially co-operated with us, asked, the Governor^ "-c. to advise 
us by telegraph. Hot receiving anyswer promptly, we, Dillon and myself, 
game .here by last night's train, and found that the Government State 
Officers and Palmer had received ours -and had sent < the dispatch to the 
President, We, therefore today sent another, signed by the Judges of the 
Supreme Court, urging, in the name of the people of Iowa and the North- 
west, your appointment. We pressed the matter, "without the knowledge 
of Gen. Dodge." the more zealously because we learned that Gen. 3 elk 
nap's friends at the Convention had telegraphed for his appointment. 
We feel that Gen. BeliryUiJo cannot possibly get it in any event, and were 
anxious to show the President that your name "was pressed by the peo.ple of 
Iowa. and the Worthiest without your knowledge and In earnest. Hoping 
you will approve us, and accept if tendered, .Wo," 
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On September 10, 1809, 1 received the following letter from 

Col. M. K. Morgan on the judgment which was against me for the sisalng 
of the stock from the Indian "'country, which 1 have heretofore spoken 



Of! 



Ft. Leavenworth, Sept. 10, IS' 



"Fenton only got home today from Pennsylvania, where he has keen 
all summer. I saw him and he said he would^wrlte me out a full statement 
of the case and send it to me here. He said in brief that you had pre- 
vented the execution of a writ of replevin on the ponies as yoxa or some 
one under you believed the pdJnles to have been stolen. The owner proved 
that they were not stolen and got judgment against you and some others 
for their value, 

Mitchell got out of It ~by proving that he wan aksprit at the 
time and you were the only one remaining who had any ^kil^j'ppy Kow the 
only thing for you to do is to send a full statement of the case to 
Washington and ask them tor a check for the amount, "That I say to you 
is pay "the money and get a receipt In full, and then get the G-ovsrniueut 
to refund you what you have spent," 

On September 10, 1800, from Davenport, I received the 
following from Judge John P. Dillon of the Supreme Court, on the appoint- 
ment o f the Secretary of "Jar: 

"I reached home last night via Des koines from the Keokuk 
' Commercial- Convention, while there It occurred to me that the general 

feeling which prevails that you should go Int^ the Tar Department should 
have some authentic and fitting expression. with that view I conferred 
with your friends Judge Cole and Col. Tichenor and we separately wrote 
on Tuesday last to Des Moines for authority from the Government , and 
State officers to attach their names to a dispatch to the President 
intendend to be sent with other Republican names from Keokuk, 

Mo answer being received to any of these letters up to Tednes- 
day night,. Judge Cole and myself started for and reached Des koines Thurs- 
day morning and found that the dispatch from the Governor and State 
officers was sent direct from Des Koines instead of via Keokuk, which is 
perhaps just as well, though there were many very prominent and influen- 
tial men at Keokuk who would have joined .in It had our latter been 
received in Des Moines in time. 

A dispatch sent yesterday from Des Moines for fear you would 
say no. 

And it was concluded that whether you would or would not accept 
it, you could have no reasonable objection to allow your friends m 
their own motion and without your knowledge to testify to the Presidnet 
their high estimate of yourself, and to the general feeling which exists 
that you should receive the appointment. 

I may mention that without stating to his informant that it 
was proposed to send a message to the President with respect to you, Judge 
Cole ascertained that Gen. Belknap had procured a dispatch! to be sent 
in favor of himself. This was done quietly, and not intended to be known." 

On September 26, 1809, from Muscatine, I received the following 

from Hon. William B. Allison: 

"1 received yours and meant to have answered before' leaving home, 
but have delayed till now. I really wish you would take the Khar Department, 
as I believe you could get it. 1 do not beliefe Cox would regard it a 
promotion from his present position and therefore 'Ao not believe the 
exchange can be made for Wilson. If Wilson or yourself think I can do any 
•;ood. in that direction In any way, I will leave home tre night of election, 
and go straight to Washington. 

You must give me .the outlines. of your wishes in the matter. 

Rawlins 1 death is a guest loss to the country and especially a 
loss under the circumstances,, Matters are looking '.-.■ell in my district 
so far as ' I can see, and I find not hang discouraging here or at 
Davenport. 1 am advertised to be in y-nir town on the 4th of October. 
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I do not think It will lie necessary to come as I see O'Connor 
has been there and Palmer is to he there on the same morning. 

1 would only have been in his way. I will see about thin when 
I reach Des Koines, however, I would like to come to see Ens, Dodge and 
yourself and talk things over. But if you. are at home would rather you 
would reach Des Moines If you have time. My labors the coming week are 
somewhat arduous and I fear. I shall be very tired at the close. I hope 
I shall fall in with Wilson somewhere on my trip. If he has returned,, 
I will t be at Burlington on Tuesday and at geokuk on Thursday. At 
Des Moines on next Saturday, 

Be certain to command me for an experimental trip to 
Washington, if 1 can do good," 

Mr. Allison was canvassing the State for the fall elections. 

On September 28th,' 1869, from Des Moines, I received the 
following from the Honk Prank Palmer on my failing to accept the secretary- 
ship of the 7/ar Department : 

"I thank jrou for your very kind letter which I received on 
yesterday, 1 must say that I regret that it is not true, that you are to 
succeed the lamented Rawlins. You will, 1 am sure, give me credit for 
sincerity when I say that of all the men 1 can think of in the nation 
there is not one who In my opinion could fill Rawlin's place so well as 
yourself, and for those very reasons are unfit to fill the place of an 
honest, patriotic, conscientious adviser of a plain, confiding, honest but 
unpolished President, 

Ih these times of dishonesty, treachery and deceit your good, 
sound practical judgment, your honest probity, patriotism and truehearted 
friendship for the President makes you rise far above the polished politician 
of the times, as a leader and depository of Governmental power, and as an 
adviser of the Chief Executive of the Nation. 

Crane ral, though young in years and obscene among men, the ftostlings 
1 have had amongst my fellows in my race of life, has caused me to study 
men with great care, and 1 tell you that bnowi g you as I believe I do, 
my love of country, my devotion to Gen. Grant bids me urge you if possible 
to place yourself where your counsels will be potential in directing the 
course of this administration. 

Leave Grant at the mercy of the present race of politicians, 
Republicans though they be, and their schemes will ruin him, and land 
8he Republican party on the shores of perdition. 

While glorious Rawlins was there to watch and frighten demo- 
goguery all was safe, but with him in silent sleep and cold-hearted and 
ambitious Sherman as a political! in his place, I shudder for Grant's fame 
and 'the life of the party. 

You are young, well-to-do in this world's goods, idolized by 
your State, with a reputation sufficiently national to assure national 
confidence, thus fortified, why not, even at sacrifice of personal 
taste 1 seek service, whereby you can do so much good, and at the same- 
time, add new laurels to those you now so modestly wear, 

Yuu underestimate your own abilities and popularity. 

While kneeling in heartfelt anguls , at the grave of the noble 
Rawlins, I, In sine €i* -thy, pray that you may be called, and being called: 
r e s p on d to fill his. p I . c e . 

1 enolas^ you the Register, please read the article marked. 
Many things are leak out of it that might with trutrand force have been 
said. 

1 am dissatisfied with the existing status of affairs concern 
ing the matter of IT.". Sector. I tell you bright Is not the man. Can't 
he be appointed to that b . '. .Judgeship, and yoii'or 1711 son or some good 
man, take the Senatorship? 

1 have made a hard fight for representatives in a number of 
counties. and districts, and God knows I shall bo extremely sorry to have 
the friends I will have In the Legislature placed In a position that 
they will have to vote for Tright.' ! 
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General Grant had under consideration the appointment of a . 
United States District judge for this district. -There were two or three 
candidates; one from Missouri and Judge John P. Dillon the judge of the 
Supreme Court of this bench. was from this State, General Grant had; 
wired me In relation to Judge Dillon., : .,J forget what his dispatch was 
hut he wished to have some information in relation to him. 1 wired 
General Grant telling him I had known Judge Dillon ever since I- had been 



in the -State; knew his standing as 



a supreme Judge and 1 ended the 



dispatch by saying if "you appoint ;him, you will never regret it,' 1 
1 wrote Judge Dillon, confidentially, what 1 had done and on October 
6, 1869, received the following letter from him: 

"1 received your very kind and most satisfactory letter to 
the President this morning, after 1 had mailed my recent letter and 
before you hrd received it. 

Be pleased to accept my most cordial thanks 'for the interest y 
&ou have taken in this matter in -my behalf. Your letter embraces every 
thought that 1 suggested 1 would like to have it contain and much more.' 

At some time and in some :way, I hope 1 shall have some fitting 
opportunity presented to require the obligation under which you ha-*e 
placed ine. " 

Judge Dillon was appointed and' years afterwards ■ when ■ I ■■■was 

with General Grant, he spoke of him and also spoke of the dispatch and 
said it was one of the appointments he had made which he never regretted. 

General E. P . Noyes of Cincinnati, was to deliver the address 
before the Army of the Tennessee at its next reunion and on October 
22nd, 1869, he wrote me as follows ; in relation to it: 

"1 am happy to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 16th 
inst. and am glad to know that the; views -J Gen. Rawlins expressed by 
you correspond fully with my own, I shall say nothing in my address 
which can be construed with offense, political or otherwise. 1 have been 
sorry heretofore to observe a slight tendency on a part of a few of 
our old comrades to run the Society for political effect. This is 
always to be discouraged, ■~ i nc''l shall take hifdi ground with/jsregard to 
it. 

I did not know Rawlins as you did, but this 1 do know , that 
he has' not eten yet, high as h; stands in public estimation, been fully 
appreciated. Pew men did more than he for his country, and he- was 
content to- let others have the glory of his achievement, 1 shall pay 
my humble tribute to his memory in. my address. 

Confidentially, however, .1 want to say 1 have 'been a little 
embarrassed and put out of joint. 1 suggested some time since that it 
was fitting that the Orator of the; society should pay something more 
than passing notice to Rawiin's memory, as he was the President of the 
Society and had such honorable record, and especially as his death was 
so'-'recent, and I asked for any facts about his career within his 
knowledge. Hickenlooper wrote to Dayton about it, and you can imagine 
my surprise, wlien in a few days I saw a letter from Dayton in which 
he criticised Ihs g od taste of uniting an adress and a eulogy,' and he 
further said he had consulted various parties, among them Sherman, 
Gresham, Smitl and I don't know how many more, and that they agreed with 
him. He suggested that the E n alogy ; should be postponed 'till after our 
annual gathering. Of course, he entirely misjudged what I intended to 
do, and possibly there may have been reasons which you appreciate why 
it was not deemed judicious to allow me to exalt Rawlins, lest by 
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implication it might detract from glory of others. Finally I learn 
that Parker forme-Ply of Grant 1 s staff, has been selected to deliver a 
eulogy 'on the same evemipg with my address. I will therefore he brief 
in my allusion to (Jen. Rawlins, hut shall yet try to give him the credit 
hs so richly deserves, ?/ithout in any way detracting from the well 
earned reputation of others. 

You can imagine that I have been very much annoyed by criticims 
in advance, and such gratuitous services on Dayton's pari. 

I wish you would, as soon as possible, give me a very brief 
account of Rawlins* origin, employments and general history before 
the War. And please tell me what troops, and what officers of distinc- 
tion served west of the Mississippi, who at any time served with the 
Array of the Tennessee; and what troops of our army went, to Mobile, if 
any. 1 dislike to trouble you but I: presume you. can without taklnr any 
considerable time tell me all I want to know. 

Please destroy this, General, as I have written fully and 
confidentally." 

On October 26, 1889, I wrote General Sherman a letter in 

relation to the suits against Die as follows: 

Gounoll Bluffs, I of/ a. 



"While in command of the J«|rf>" mf Kansas, &c. I selffed by 
order of the Sec, of War and on request of the Secretary of Interior 
to him, several droves of horses, ponies, &c. driven out of the Cheorkee 
Country into Kansas. The Government too]; the stock so seized and 
turned it over the Indian- Department or sold it. On^ some of these 
seizures 1 have been sued, and in one case judgment rendered in Kansas. 
In this case the government sold the stock, and put the money ir its 
Treasury; but the owner proves It was his C of course) and no lair yet 
passed to protect me, although I acted In this case strictly In 
accordance., with ...the. orders. . of ...the... Sec... .of ..War ..as ...well. .as. .with ..additional 
orders of commander of Military Division. 

This judgment is $30,000 ;on me with interest and costs since 
Sept. 1868, It has been transferred to Iowa and I must pay it or let 
my property he seized. It is wrong and the Governmen should either pay 
the judgment or else fight it for me. 

Ito? what is my redress? :!hy cannot the War Department pay It? 
I obeyed, my orders. The War Department got the money, the stock was 
sold. The transactions all happened when I was thousands of miles off 
on an Indian campaign, and in this cause the faui: lies, if there was 
any, in the orders of the Secretary of War. 

These judgments and suits- annoyeme beyond measure -the obtaining 
of one is only bringing others, and, while 1 am only one of the numerous" * 
defendents, in these cases, they all appear to come right herewith 
their judgments and take what little 1 have got. The Secretary of Interior 
knows about this matter, will you advise me or If you can will you ask 
the Wan Department to take it up and release me?" 

On October 27, 1869, I wr'te to Colohfil S. P. Pafeker, Commission 

er of Indian affairs asking him to Instruct the District Attorney of 

Iowa to protect the attacks which had been made on my property In Council 

Bluffs against the judgment made in Kansas for the seizing of, cattle from 

the Indian territory. In answer to; my letter, Col, Parker wrote me for 

full particulars and I answered him- on November 1, 1889, from Council 

Bluffs, Iowa, as follows; • 

n I am in receipt of your letter of Oct. 27th also 'of vour 
telegram, and the teleeram of the Secretary of War and the United States 
District Attorney has been Instructed to look after this suit by 'the 
Attorney General ;now as to the facts In the case, as T remember them 
while in command of the plains, I received telegrams from the Secretary 
of .War and from Gen. Join Pope, commander of western district of Missouri 
written orders based on orders of Secretary of War to seise nonies ""' 
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cattle, °:c. stolen and driven into Kansas from the Indian territory, _ 
insluoictlng me by reauest of Secretary of Interior to seise as directed 
by the In-'ian bureau. Under their orders, a large rrndber of, cattle and 
ponies were seized; some were turned over to Supt. 01 lnd:ig": officers in 
Kansas, some returned and some died; the particular let no m In suit were 
first turned over to E. Sells, Captain of Indian affair/ ",., by him 
again turned back to the white army, authorities and by the.:, cold, host 
of this came directly under the supervision of Gen. Pope, my Adjt. Gen. 
obey in a his instructions while I was one thousand miles away- on my 
Indlan'campaign. On my return suit was comme:. ced by th^ claimants and 
just before I left the army personal service was made on me. Thos. P- 
Penlou of Kansas, I think the IT., a .Dist . .At ty . , was retained to defend the 
suit by the Interior Department, end upon this renewal was continued In 
the case. The Department upon consultation with mo* and -his successor was 
also Instructed so to do. I ordered, him to take advantage of all the' 
laws, transfer them to U.S. Courts, &c. and he did nobly. And the record 
of the Case shows that after I left, the Attorney allowed the case to go 
back again to the State Courts, The Interior Department assured me that 
it would be attended to as well as the Secretary of War, Mr. Stanton. I 
also did all 1 could, "ait some months ago, they obtained judgment against 
Gen. Pope, myself and others; and: that judgment was transferee! to the 
Courts of the State. You understand the difficulty of breaking up this 
judgment (some $3000 interest, costs, &c. to be added) unless we can go 
behind it. You were also aware that 1 to Kansas or Missouri with- 
out having personal service in the several suits pending, of a similar 
character. I did all J could but do not consider it incumbent on me to 
spend my 'time, money &c. in suits where I acted solely under the orders 
of my superior officer, and where the Government obtained the money for 
the stock sold, in fact for ad 1 that did not die or were returned to the 
owners. I pres'sed the matter with Secretary Browning, with Secretary 
Stanton, consulted the President, when he was General of the amy; also 
General Sherman and finally when In New Y6rk In August, General Rawlins 
agreed to see to the matter and relieve me from further trouble. 
'1 have paid out in fees, in ail my suits, something over $1000 and the 
transferring of jud merits to my house again brings me into the points. 
1 do not think the Attorneys did the General justice, and I think 

in Kansas was against me,. Mr. Penlon complains he could never 
get pay for his services; his bill was once referred by Mr". Browning to 
the IT. S. Judge in Kansas to see if it was a proper bill &c. Hereafter 
when a suit Is brought It should be carried up and kept In the U. 3. 

Courts although I am advised that most of their laws, for our protection 
are Indemnity laws and will not stand the test and will be declared un- 
constitutional; however, this ease 1 can only defeat by proving fraud, 
-which is hard work and the delinquency of the Attorneys will hardly avail 
us, 1 have retained Judge Baldwin as one of our best attorneys f-©T ( XW£V 
Judge and with 'him will have the limited States District Attorney'b'-J^ : 
suppose they will endeavor to get the case put off a: d then we better 
pair it and avoid further cost, as my attorneys say it Is a very doubtful 
question whether they can successfully test the judgment. Copies of all 
t,.e orders sent to me and to Genl. Pope as well as copies of such orders 
as were Issued to use must be on record in the "Tar Department. During 
these months in 1B65 and 1866, 1 commanded the Department of the Missouri 
and the military forces of the plains, Gen. Pope commanded the military 
division of the Mississippi and afterwards the department of the Missouri. 

General Sherman commanded the military division of the Missouri, I can 
only _ say that 1 obeyed my orders in the case, promptly, 'whether right or 
wrong, legal or Illegal, as I do all orders and have no doubt myself, 
from personal knowledge of the matter, that all stock taken by us was 
stolen from the Indians, no matter what the parties Interested may 
prove J and my experience in that country convinces rue that they could 
prove pretty much what they had a desire to. If the case' has to go to 
Congress, then the Secretary of War or Secretary of Interior should pre- 
sent itks the Governmemt, 1 know, cannot expect me to pay for horses, 
ponies, or cattle which they received the pay fort 

The suit ifi "Fitsgerald, McMurty & others--va. Pope, Mitchell, 
Dodge, «:c " 



/ 
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The question of the appointment of a Circuit Judge had not 

yet been fully decided -and on November 10, 18"9, from Chicago, Judge 

John P. Dillon wrote me as follows: 

1I I have advices from "Jashington of a most encouraging nature. 
I know that ray recommendations both in number and influence are regard 
ed as the best that have been presented, and I feel quite assured that 
the President's present intention and disposition is entirely favorable 
to my appointment. If you would either alone or with Mr. Price see the 
President (For there is nothing like a personal interview) and give 
him your assurance of my worth and merit and that my appointment is 
one that ought to be made (and my recommendations extending to every 
State would justify the assurance you might make) I would consider my 
success as absolutely certain. General, I would most cheerfully do 
this were our cases reversed and you requested it of me. It is a life 
■ time matter 1 with me. If it was one of ordinary moment or temporary 
interest, 1 would not give my own consent to trouble you. I have this 
day written Mr. Price asking him to join in the request. 

Now, 'General, if you go either to Boston or Louisville, win 
you not at the same time go to 'Jashiir 'ton so as to meet Mr. Price ther < 
on the 20th or 21st even if you stay but one day? Mr. Price will fur- 
nish you with tickets or defray the expenses. If the matter was doubt- 
ful, I should not so muck feel like pressing it, I know the President 
to feel right now. You can say that to him which will keep him right 
when lie is plied by the inroads of Congressmen when they come in. 
I shall owe you a debt of gratitude such as 1 owe no one else and will 
have my life time to re ard you as my benefactor. Please do not 
di sappo intpe . " 

Upon receipt of the letter from Judge Dillon, 1 wired Genera^ 
Grant and on December .14, 1869, 1 received the following from. Repre- 
sentative l ? rank ?/. Palmer in relation to the appointment: 

Washington, D.C. 

"Yours of the 9th is received. Am sorry to hear th -■ you 
have been in ill health.' 

Your lispatch to Grant was received in good time and I think 
^ helped to settle t'.e case affirmatively. It was hung up for twenty-four 
; hours after all others were sent in, and Dillon began to think the game 
was against him hopelessly. The pressure for loan at that time was'"very 
strong. Dillon will probably remain here until he is confirmed, unless 
the confirmation should be postponed until after the holidays a The 

Senate Judicial Committee refuse to report favorably on part and leave 
tlie remainder of nominations unacted on. 

If you have not already written Dillon in behalf of Hub, it 
would be well to do so immediately!: directing your letters to Davenport. 
He talks favorably for Hub, but is embarrassed by Willie's relationship 
to Corkhill. If he cannot give Hub the Iowa Clerkship, I think he would 
give him Missouri, but I do not want Hub to leave the State. -If Hub 
could remain in Des Moines, Easson wouldn't. 

If you can throw anything into tke hands of McPherson, in "the 
. fray of litigation or. otherwise, I hope yon -will. He shows a disposition 
to stand by us and any encouragement f>a m yci would help very much. 
Please see him and talk with him." 

^ The question of the nomination of a Senator to succeed Senator 

Grimes was now up and i was taking a great interest for Senator Allison; 
as 1 have stated before, I was YloK:v.. ., 4 opposed to VTright as I was to 
Harlan and on December 16, 18C9, 1 received the following letter on the 

. question from Senator Allsion: ' • 



-1191- 



"Your favor received. Wilson Is at home. I wrote you about • 
Cralv because I thought Tiehenor had written me' to at once "Tito Craig. 
1 answered Tiehenor saying 1 would write you to see him ant eenee my 
""letter to you.. Tiehenor replied and I sun. satisfied ther-f o .:: : that 
this 'was a" decoy for the purpose of entrapping somebody , If I ,un right, 
the game failed. 

I thoroughly agree witli yor that we dont want that class of men 
at Des Koines. 1 shall have some good men there from the north part of 
the State as well as from other parts of the State, Wilson and other 
friends will he there from tho south who have Influence. I want you 
above all to be there, as Wilson and yourself will practically control 
.the matter. The candidacy of Merrill does not hurt us In our fight; 
It makes Wright's nomination impossible on the first ballot which will 
defeat him in the end. 

1 am sorry to hear of your 111 health. I should have written 
you at length before tills but tha .. I heard that you wore very sick. 

The Korthwill be nearly united for me, via; in my district 
and Immediately south of It. The only fear now Is that Merrill may not 
be strong enough in tho south -and west to defeat the plan of Wright. 
When can" you be at Des Moines? 1 shall be there by the 24th or 25th 
of January. I think you should be there as soon. 

As to finances, -while I 'write, hungan is making a straight 
repudiation speech. .1 think the disposition Is to have my Cy. but abso- 
lutely nothing will be done before the holidays and for a long time 
after. The Democrats are going t ~- be in favor of expansion and the 
West but in the end I think it will result in establishing our national 
Banks say to the -extent of 50 millions without returning greenbacks. 
Still nothing here has take- suet form as to alley even a good guess 
to be made "which has yet been introduced, I think unless Spink has induced 
one. It will be time enough after the holidays. 

On receipt of this I wish you would "rite to me at Dubuque- 
when you will be at Des Koines and what Is going on in your part of the 
State; particularly let me know if ^hwierson can be relied upon to help 
us; If not, whether he is to be at Des Koines and against us. If we work, 
we can win, and I am ready to do my part," 

On December 19, 1860, 1 received the following letter from 

George C. Tiehenor from Des Koines* 

"I send you today the "Gazette" of the 18th in which you will 
find a long letter on the Senatorial question in Merrill's behalf. 
Although it is dated Keokuk and signed "J.T.H." it was written at Mt„ 
Pleasant by that little jack-ass, George B. Corkhill, and was dictated 
by Harlan, Kasson and Merrill. Kasson lias just got home from Washington, 
where he and Waldren arranged with Harlan a plan of campaign for Merrill 
and which Kasson tklnks will, in addition to giving Merrill the long ,term 
give him (E) the short term, and I tell you their combination Is a strong 
one, Harlan will use the Methodist church and Kerril" ; , with Morgan and 
Grlnnell to back him, will me the Congregational church-while Kasson 
will use the Episcopal church and Kasonio fraternity. Merrill, 1 think, 
will decline to fill the Dillon vacancy till after the Senatorial 
matter Is disposed of; meantime will lead every district judge In the 
State to believe he will get the place, and twice the numb -ua"" of circuit 
judges add outsiders toe believe they will get the vacant district, 
judgeship and win thereby get all of them "to work for him. He has also 
got up a scheme for a grand reunion of all the soldiers in the State- 
proposes to get the railroads to carry them free -and expects thereby to 
just literally capture. all the soldier's influence, be has placed the 
last matter in the hands of oyt Sherman and, my self to arrange for It 
to be held here in June next, Iwt is urging us over^r day to complete 
arrangements so he can announce it In tho papers „• i shall do all in 
my power to delay the matter till it is too late ■ for him to use it. 

I will on tomorrow send you the "Gaaette" (to be published 
tomorrow) widen will contain an article written from Ghariton-ostensibly 
against Senator seeking, but really nominating you for Senator. 1 think'' 
you will agroe with me that tho article is carefully prepared and well 
timed. The Gazette will back it up with a stroma leaders and papers all 
over tke State will copy and endorse both the sentiment and you. 



Ihe letter Is a sequel x to the one pJ "Q-S-", Other letters on the subject 

will appear from time to time thiol and fast from various points anc. in 

different papers-written by different individuals, but 1 will see them 
all before they are In print. 1 am. doing all this with the greatest 
.secrecy, not even my nearest friends will know or suspicion me in the 
matter. I have studied the thing right down to hard pan and I am clear. 
I can at" least hurt Merrill and- Wright like thunder, and if 1 cant elect 
you, can help AiMso-E very much. I: still think, however, that a coim'inatio 
can be formed to break all the States and elect you for. the long term 
and Allison for the short term. After reading the Bazette articles 
write me your views. ; 

I trust you. are about and well. You must be here' by the 6th 
at farthest. 

Dewey and Ike -randt have gone to Washington. Brandt is after 
Palmar for the post office in my place, lasson is a regularly employed 
Agent for the Cuban patriots under : pay and Commission; this Is known." 

On December 24, 1889, 1 received the following letter from 

J. W. Dewey in relation to the Senatorial fight: 

' " \ Washington, D. c. 

"You have been interviewed and corresponded with on the 
"Senatorial" until I presume you are ready to declare it a niusance, 
and any man a bore or an ass who approaches you on the subject. Very well, 
put me down as one or both if you please, but I must say my say. 

1 am one .of a great many; radical Republicans who cannot and 
will not believe that in the contest now go big- on between Judge Wright, 
Gen, Merrill and Allison that either' of them will be elected, for the 
reason that either of these very excellent men c an . c ommand votes 
enough to overwhelm the other two. : As the cases proceed, the adherents 
of each party will become more determined for their chief and more an- 
tagonistic ..to ...their ..rivals. Result a ...slopping .over ...into .the .. dish ..of 

some other man, for whom the above ^gentlemen and their friends have 
more respect and regard than for each other. Why may not you become 
■that other man? I see no 'good reason why, nor can any man here with 
whom 1 have conversed. 1 know you feel pledged to Allison, but Allison 
out of the way, routed, demoralized, what should prevent you from 
receiving his support as well as that of the General or Judge Wright/ 

A 'good deal -is said about the north 'as though, the State"" could 
be divided geographically (for political purposes) but one way fia from 
east to west leaving a north and south half. 1 propose to divide the 
State drawing a line north and south giving as an east andwest half, 
and in as much as the east has had; both Senators and all the honors 
from the formation of the State, I : go for the west half. One would sup 
pose all the talent and ability of : the State was confined to the banks 
of the Mississippi* We have no one talked of away from ther © except 
my townsman whom I fear is going to be beaten. Another townsmen of 
mine will help do It If he can, to. slip in himself. 

1 hope to see you here again, fighting as gallanting as ever 
for the. interests of our State, and I know you will be welcomed as 
cordially as any man can be by all ; those who are already here. I believe 
no man can better harmonize all sections and all parties than your- 
self, and I trust you will take no ; step that will tend to embarrass a 
"consummation so devoutly to be wished" but go In and win." 

1 had been at work lining up the fifth District for Allison 
and had accomplished a good deal in the matter* 

Mr, John T. Baldwin, my part ner- 1 and Judge Baldwin were both 

for Judge Wright so that while it was a singular position for us to be 

! 

in, they were very anxious that' I should turn to' Wright-, They agreed 

to supporting Allison ir Harlan's place but I. .told them that the only 

in RiKf Urn's' 
way to elect p ^-^«-«««»»--, Allison 1 ., place' ?ra.s to make a fight in the 

present vacancy. The three candidates were -Wright , Merrill and Aiislon, 
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On December 26, 1889, Senator Allison wrote me as follows: 

Dubuque , . I owa , 

"I arrived Lome this morning and found your favor. I note 
all that you say. 1 have written Sapp today. What about Chapman? 
He" is a good worker, and can be of -Teat service. He partially 
promised me last fall that he would come over to Des Koines if he omlid 
do so consistently. TTon't you see him and urge him to be there? 

I thoroughly agree -rith you as to the nature of the Merrill 
combination as well as to" personals. I have undoubtabie evidence of this 
from very many sources. . 

I am. glad you are able to be about again. I hope you will so 
husband your strength as to be able to come to Des Koines at an early 
cay. I expect to be there about the 5th or 5th and stay as long as I 
can consistently or until my friends shall think I ought to be absent. 
1 shall carry out your suggestions in relation to an adviser upon 
whom my friends can rely for accurate information and with whom they 
can consult. The matter of G . is all right. I have unbounded faith 
that with effort we can win. I think my support in the north or most of 
it is tt»f the reliable character and that it will remain until retreat 
is deemed advisable on the part of our friends. Do not hesitate to 
secure the presence at Des Koines of every friend that can exert 
influence upon members in your part of the State, Have Anderson on 
hand; keep a sharp lookout as he can in the way you speak be of very 
great service, 

I take it for granted that you can manage K. B. the member from 
County.' I* think my chances are improving every da.y. The details we 
will look over when we meet, I have written urgently to Judge Hubbard 
and think it important that he should be there. Could you not also drop 
a line to him urging him to come? 

1 may -rite you ag&in in a day or two.!? in the meantime keep 
me fully posted upon all that you hear, I note what you say ahurt our 
plans being kept a secret, and shall govern myself accordingly." 

On December 29, 18C.<f, } from Davenport, Judge John F. Dillon 

wrote me as follows in relation to his appointment and alsS in relation 

to the appointment of Hoxie as the Clerk of the Court: 

"1 have your favor of the 19th inst, just received, 1 am 
sincerely glad that you are again restored to your legs, if not your 
health. 

1 am glad to be delivered from the perils, the duplicities, 
the multitudinous and untold vexations inseparable from a federal appoin- 
ment at Washington. If 1 had known in advance what I would have had to 
encounter, somebody else would now have been the Circuit Judge, 

I wish now to re-acknowledge my sense of the very important 
service which you rendered me and I hope j r ou will never have occasion to 
regret it. 'Then I meet you, I have a long- story to tell you of the 
strategy and tactics of the politicians. 

Now, as to Hoxie- I would do av-ything in my power to gratify 
your wishes. But the present situation I fear looks unfavorable to 
Hoxie' s appointment at this time. I want to explain to you. Ju.dge 
Miller is my associate upon the Circuit Bench; he has been constant 
and watchful in promoting my interest, and on the critical Wednesday 
went in person to the President and in connection with ymi and others 
saved my appointment,' Under these circumstances, I believe yon will 
agree that 1 am right in the conclusion that I cannot make a vacancy. 
I should be very sorry to have you think that I would not do anything 
for you that you regarded as proper to be done. I shall so&pi'We Hoxie 
and I hope sooner or later to be able to do for him something that will 
satisfy him and gratify you and his other friends. 

Please give my regards to Mrs, Dodge," 
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i -\:T I went to Des Moines and took charge of Mr. Allison's campaign 

(for Senatorship. I had with me almost the entire vote in the Legislature 
•of the 5th District. ''The contest was a very close one between '"right 
and Allison. As Mr. Allison's strength developed, it astonished every- 
one and while Mr. Wright was nominated, it placed Allison in such a 
position in the State that there was no question In my mind that he 
would succeed Harlan and that was the opinion o most of the members 
'and 1 had the promise from several of the Wright seantors that they 
would he favorable to Allison's election. There was no bitterness in 
this contest. It was friendly throughout but Mr. J. T. and Judge 
Baldwin had no Idea that ..I would be able to work up the vote I did 
for Allison and they both pledged themselves to be for Allison in the 
next contest, 

THE SECRET SERYICE Ij THM CIVIL "IkR. 
Even at this late da}/ very few people know of the value of 
the secret service in the Civil War. The bravery of its members and 
the work they accomplished are known only by the officer's who had 
charge of Ike service and received the reports in the different armies. 

"^ 1 became connected with the secret service of the arr.y by 
accident. When I entered the service 1 was sent with my regiment 
to Rolla, Missouri, which was then an. outpost in the Department command 
ed by General Fremont. The battle of Y/ilson's Creek had beer fought, 
and the troops were returning from that campaign, and, of course, there 
were all sorts of rumors as to what the enemy -w/AS dolrr , and about 
their movements, etc. I received a great many telggrains from General 
Fremont and his Adjutant General statinr that the enemy WAS- reported 
to be in such and such a place on my front, and instructing me to send 
out and Investigate. This service kept my cavalry very active and 
as a general thing, there was no truth i T i the reports. I had In my com- 
mand at Rolla two regiments raised In Missouri, commanded by Ex-Governor 
Phelpf and Colonel Boyd, also a battalion 'of Missouri Cavalry under 
Major Mrlght, and an independent company raised in Southwest Missouri 
tinder Capt. White, a very a ctlve partisan. After I have been Ml ere a 
month cbs* two and 'had. worn out mo=it of my cavalry horses in hunting up 
these rumors, Captain white came to mo and said: :, Colonel, what i^. the 
use of using our cavalry to run down these reports? I Ir-ve 010131:," of 



men in my company I can send out to every one of these places and keep 
them there, and they will report to us the facts, or they can go from 
here and ascertain the truth. They are -/ell acquainted with the .country 
and could get valuable and reliable information, hut some money will 
be required for their expenses, and to enable them to get around the 
country." 1 had no funds and knew : it was of no use to apply to head- 
quarters for any, but my provost Marshal's o"fice had collected quite 
an amount in fines and for licenses which had not been turned in to 
the Government, and I considered that it would be .proper for me to use 
that money, and therefore told White to send his men out. Their reports 
noon began to come in and were forwarded to head-quarters, where it 
became known that the reports received from me were accurate. These 
scouts were used in the Southwestern campaign under the command of 
General S. R. Curtis, during the spring of 1862. When we were camped 
near Payetteville, Arkansas, at a place inoiro. as Cross Hollows, it was 
one of these scouts who brought the news that Van Dorn with his army of 

2 5, ■000 ■■■men ^was^ right -on ■top. of us ? ■ : and this- Information 'Saved us, 

Curtis' army was greatly scattered -for the purpose of feeding it. We 
were so far from, a base that Captain Phil Sheridan,, who was the quarter- 
master, utilized every mill and place in the country where he could 
obtain provisions for the army. At all these mills and places were de- 
tachments of our army to protect them, and one brigade was some twenty 
miles away. As soon as this information was received, 1 too:- it to 
General Curtis, who immediately commenced concentrating his army at 
Sugar Creek, near Bentonville, some distance in the rear. On the 
morning of the 6th of March, 1882, Van Dorn struck us at Bentonville 
and cut off Siegle's division. Single had been slow in responding 
to Curtis' order, but cut Lis way through the enemy's cavalry tlat got 
between him and us and reached us during the day of the 6th and then 
followed the battles of the 7th and 8th in which Van Dorn divided his 
army, one -half attacking in the rear and the .other half on the left, 
having no connection, and we defeated him in detail and won a great 
victory, although Curtis' army was only about 11,000 stronr;. 

After the battle of Pea Ridge, where I was wounded, I was 
promoted, and reported in July to General Hallecfc at Corinth. I 
was then assigned to duty i- command of the Central Division of the 
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District of Columbus, which was commanded by General Quimhy, with ' 
instructions to rebuild the railroad from Columbus to Corinth. During 
'this time, I raise* Hearst ! s regiment of Tennessee Gavalry (I think 
It was the 1st Tennessee.) We were subject here to the same kind of 
reports as we had received in the Southwest Campaign. ¥e were in the 
enemey's country, although a large ■ portion of West Tennessee was loyal, 
but troops moving up or down the Mississippi or Tennessee rivers were 
always reported to us as coming to; attack us or to retake the railroad 
we were rebuilding. 1 detailed fro., this Tennessee regiment of Hearsts 
quite a number of men for the same kind of work that lias beer, done in 
Missouri, and they proved of great ; value, as a general thing wiping out 
in their reports nine-^tenths of the rumors that reached us, so we could 
keep our troops busy guarding and rebuilding our line of road. During 
our work here, 1 watched the reports of these scouts and 'spies, and saw 
the necessity of formulating a general plan by ?/hich their reports 
could be made more useful and very i nearly correct. The great trouble 
with the reports was that they generally exaggerated numbers, as they 
were, unable to calculate a force when they saw it, or- to separate the 
truth from the many lies that were told them. "he therefore devised a 
plan by which each scout and spy could tell a company, regiment, brigade 
division or corps, and rank of officers, not only by counting them, 
but by the space each would take on the road. '~~' When they travelled on 
trains, they were instructed how to compute the number in the different 
size cars, passenger, baggage and freight. 1 also saw the necessity 
of keeping these men inside the enemy's lines all the time, and not have 
them come out except in great emergencies and of orga:- izin g a system 
of aomniuni eating with their.. About |the time we had settled down to a 
general plan for their operations, ^General Grant, who had taken co :.iand 
of the Army of the Tennessee when Generel H&lleck was ordered to 
Washington, ordered, me to Corinth- to take command there. Tims brought 
me right in the enemy's front. The report's 1 received in lest Tennessee 
1 sent to General Quimby, and investigation generally proved them t- 
be correct. General ihu.ini.by forwarded them to General Gra-->t and he, or 
his chief of staff, General Rawlins, noticed the correctness of the 
reports and communicated with me, and when 1 got to Corinth he gave me 
carte blanche to take care of that ;front. 
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Soon after I arrived in Corint.li, the campaign towards Vicksburg 
was commenced, and' i sent all these scouts and spies into the enemy's 
country, planting the v.. along the lines of railway, rmd as far south as 
Vicksburg, Meridian, Selma, and on the east at Tuscumbia and Florence, 
Alabama. forth Alabama was loyal and there kept drifting in -to me at 
Corinth large numbers of refuge ss :from that country. I soon obtained an 
order from Washington to organise 'them into the First Alabama Cavalry. 
I placed at the head of the ©egiment my chief of Staff, Col, George E. 
Spencir and found the men, and their families, of great assistance in 
obtaining information. These mountain men were fearless and would take 
all chances, and I utilized, many o:f then. My method of having the spies 
communicate with me was to have the::.; send their reports to some one of 
the family of a member of this regiment, then a member of the family, 
(generally a woman) would come into my lines on the excuse of seeing 
their people who had joined the l"vt Alabama Cavalry and others who were 
refugees in Corinth, and they would bring the reports to me. 

When. 1 took command .at Corinth...... their ... reported .to.. me ...W.. P. 

Harrison, an enlisted man .. of the 2nd Iowa Infantry, ;?ith the following 
order: ; 

Headquarters Dept Miss. 

Corinth, Miss., May 10, 1862 . 

"The bearer of this, ¥.F, Harrison, is on duty at these head- . ' 
quarters. Any officer ir the U.S.- Army will render him all aid in 
their power whenever called upon. ' Guards and pickets will pass him at 
will. , Military railroads will pass him feee. 

. By order of 

; U.S.Grant, 

; General Commanding. 

Copf of order. i 

W. P. Harrison, Chief Scout, 

You will proceed vitk your command to West Tennessee, get 
as many men as you. can to enlist in. the U.S. Army.. Take all serviceable 
stock you can find, giving receipt: for the same if owned by Union men. 
Deal summarily .ffitt all parties who have /committe^d depredations on 
Union men. Subsist your command o;ff the country ao far as you can, and 
report the mowsments of the enemy as often as practicable to these 
headquarters. i •- 

■Signed, U.S.Grant, 
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1 appointed Harrison, who was called "Captain", a?, chief of 

scouts. He had nothing to do with the spies hut was utilised for 
messenger and ncout duty and made many wonderful trips inside the enemy's 
lines gathering np stool: , cotton, money !':c. 

As soon as General Gran.t started on 'is VieksHirg Campaign, 1 
instructed the spies inside the enemy's linen to pet busy and reports 
poii red in on me. 

On December 33rd, 1863, I wrote Moj. Gen, TJ. h . Grant as follows; 

". L. W» Pierce who elves most of tin- 5 information was in the 
\. h, Dept. of Ond Iowa Infantry , member of Co. G»; was captured in 
front of Corinth last August; was tahen to Tupelo, a prisoner of war; 
escaped the 3rd day and met Chas, Davenport of Boston (who was an engineer 
on the M. "-. 0. r. R.) with whom he was aonnainted, and being an engineer 
himself s through Davenport's infln.ence nroonred o situatice as engineer 
on the !*.. & o/ H.R. ' 

They both escaped by running away with an engine , on ale a of 
examining the damage done by us to the railroad. They loft Mobile Tuesday 
night, and he sa;y 3 there was a large fleet off Mobile and that great 
consternation existed as only two ro r, ;imerts of Infantry remained in 
Mobile. Gen. Fore;?- bovine; joined Price wit!- the other fences. Three 
weeks ago they transported to P ember 1 ton 18,000 men and were two weeks 
doing it. They came from Chattanooga to Mobile, .'"'oth agree in the state- 
ment as to time ami numbers. Since that time no troops have eono that way 
except conscripts, though they have b ra en expecting more o-yory day. The 
talk in Oolitmhus wan flat ^rag' - '? army was eomirv*, but ho could get no 
foundation for it, except rumor for a week past. He bos boo 1 ": f ran sport in'"- 
the machinery of the Ars-nnsl at Columbus to Solma and genty-ornery, sine a 
part to Georgia. The some Ires -"cm over the nor-'" from Jaep'-'on and Grenada. 
He soys P^fnberton f a -Forces does rot exc~ed 40,000 wen .-mc fbnt yeur advance 
has created gr^at excitement. The troops from Mobile to this elsco are two 
companies of Inf entry a t Meridian and hartofi 1 s cavalr--- st "lest P&int. T e 
were going to move to r l:olona. At GolurMue then? are no troops. At 
Marlon four miles •-"••ove Meridian all the ' stock of the Memphis Yd Charleston 
R.R. is laid up, and wr^r Van Dorr advanced en Corinth, t soy employed a 
large number of engineers, expectir" to opem.te that rend.. 

He also gives a full statement of the vessels in Mobile Harbor: 
their armament and especially of the -fieri da, whie ; run in there some time 
ago. He says he has been on her sand had offered him th" place o> r 4th 
Assistant. Engineer: that s" « p as ejl'.ipped two crews , evpectinr m! ertly to 
run the blockade, one crew eein^ for -a si in, in. England. She is no f - ru-i 
iron clad, but has about a foot of pressed cotton between her inner ana 
outer hull.!? 

0n February 24, 180-3, 1 wrote General Grant from Co "Truth .^iving" 

the position of the enemy in his front as reported to me by orr scents and 

spies : 

1st. Mo troops have come to Peinberton's amy since Smith's 10,000 
joined him about Christmas. 

2nd. All troops from MotiV s up that head, and fro- 1 Grenada have 
gone to Vicksburg and Port Hudson, leavina a few thou --and. at Mobile, some 
six thousand at Meridian, and ten, regiments at Jac'hser * ard "■lovt three 
regiments of Militia at Grenada. A portion that left Grenada iw po-^t^d 
on Pdhao 1 - F.iv-er. 

Every h; 'in r ~ in the ahau-o o r ' c'' , - i, lrv ever to tlr- .-ertj rTi ran 1 'mars 
as low rk",'!" as pert Hucser ; joined Van TV>rr. in his move to Tennessee: 
leas~in ■ per." are a re '"1 merit or two north, of Grenada, a. few at Ghe. lone 
and a few cor-; panics jtmt south, of me. 
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I selected a yonrg soldier from Col, Morrison's command- st Bethel, 
Tennessee, E.D.Coe, Co. i. 11th Illinois Cavalry, who had beep acting 
S3 scout in the country surround In;;; Bethel. T Io weds the trip to Hsridian 
brouyht hack tho report that the great quantity of rolling otoe> was 
oars taken from roads of th° country we had occupied and' that they were 
run off on wooden rail?, for storage purposes as the confederacy had. no 
use for them. I cent this information to Coronal Grant and it was of 
great ".mportar.ee to him. 

As a statement of Ooe's trip, I give his letter to his brother 
aft^r Iris return, This letter was handed to no at the National Enoawn-- 
ment of the C.A.R. at Denver pome yea^s s/>'f\, and shows wliat nharces a 
spy tool:. 'Hie experience is that of nearly nl] , onls* ir;a uy were detected 
and executed as spies. 

Bethel, Torn., April 12, 1865. 

De a r B r o t i . e r J arte s : - 

I hove just returned from the South Confederacy. I found a 
letter from Can that the hoys had opened and answered, for which. I 
am under obligations, you -rrj.te a snl^rdid letter, farr better than I can, 
or ever oow.i d , 

It has beer a lory ti: e since 1 wrote te ym, or nny of my 
friends, and Sor negligence in t..:k' I can :"tve no reason for I love 

you all and think a great deal about you and wonder how you loo 1 .: end 
appear, and whether our rood Mother is still alive ~-I wish I could he 

certain of seeing her orco more, but 1 don't know that 1 ever shall,, I 
sometimes think of rood sister Sarah and wish for one of hnr good 
letters just such, as she can write. 1 think Sarah bests any one for 
a good letter. 

And now a few words a '"out my trip to "nixie. Of course 1 
cannot r ;ive you the full particulars, nor for what purpose I went as 
that woul r - be considered contraband for the present. In tho first place 
yoij must, know that 1 have been aotina as Scout for tie Post of Bethel, 
for the last five months. hy district had a range of shout forty miles. 
I made a great many acquaintances. It was my business to watch for the 
'"nsemy to see that everything was going- on straight , an£! when tie guerrillas 
did any damage to the imior men, I had to levy fines n:- the Soeesh to the 
amount of the damage 6or>n } consequent]/'" I had to deal wit. 1 ' nil c 1 asses of 
people, and I never made but one enemy, oven ti'o Ceeesh all like m°, for- 
when I toot their property or collected fines, I explained it in. such a 
way that I was only do.hu;'- my duty just as I was ordered, "rw ! I always left 
them with gond feelings towards me, now all these men would have husinoss 
wit": General Dodge, tl.se commander at Corinth, and the w--s,ld often, speak 
of that Cos j ho v/ he did and. what !:•- said, etc. On the 20th day of February- 
Is st I received a telegraph dispatch from General Dodge to nanort to him 
immediately, I took the cars and went right down to his head-quarters, 
E™1P handled to General aud said "hy nn.rr is Coo." He looked at mo ail 
over, and than n aidy, "Goe you have bee 1 "' recommended to me as a man who 
has traveled a good deal and understand, human nature pretty well: now do 
you suppose thwt you can go into the Southern Confederacy" one hundred and 
fifty miles and do whs t I want, and get back safely," I told him it was 
uncertain for I did not know what he wanted done';; he then, "ent on a->w; told 
me what, it was. I told him I could try and world do so for big pay 
enough, he said he -aouid make that part satisfactory. He told me to Viii 
my story, and be read" to start b" the 1st of Kerch: accordingly 1 got 
a- mule, and when I bid good -by to our pickets, 1 felt a little "like the 
bov . " 1 thai- searched my sockets for papers and threw away everything 
that was likeiv to trouble mo, exoeat a' little man of th.o two stomas of 
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Mississippi and Alabama; this was in a small form and was a. little less 
than five inches' Ion r y and abort three inches broad; trip, I was obliged 
to use to travel by. On the 4th I sold my mule for fifty dollars in 
Confederate tv.oney as he moved to he rot fit for travel. 1 was than 
inside the energy's lines and concluded, not to hay .another until I saw 
some rebs. 1 knew the country was full hut still I c nlcl not meet with 
any. 3o I concluded to stop until then came a Ion.'". I stopped at a man's 
by the name of Stevenson, He was a very quiet good man, and I could not 
tell whether he ra-s Secesh or not, he was so "ear our lines that he stood 
in fear of expressing lis sentiments, but I soon struck up a chat with the 
old lady and was satisfied they wore secesh, 1 then told her I was a 
deserter from the Yankee army and that I wanted to find some Confederate 
scouts who would take me prisoner and parole me as I wanted to make my 
way to Georgia to stay with an Uncle I had there until the 'Tar was over, 
people are always willing to believe "dint they dosing to believe, conse- 
quently she swallowed readily. 1 was very much afr4« ; d of the Yankees 
following me, so 1 kept a look out for then, ""bile she went to a -noire ~<"<or 
who had a son in a company of scouts and was at this time at home, she 
told him that there was a Yankee at her house who wanted to 'be taken 
prisoner, he started off and tie next clay at four o'clock five Secesh 
Cavalry rode up and came in and told me to go with- them. They took me 
to their head-quarters and their Captain quised me and searched . me » Ho 
found a copy of the Chicago Times and two letters directed to Pragy-'s 
Army, The Times had a good look to him for it is just their politics. 
Then he asked me how I came by those letters. I told him that a man 
near Bethel, Tenn (I was then in Mississippi } had a son in Bragg" s Inuy 
whom he had not heard from in eight months and that I he'd told t: is man 
that I wan going to desert and «:>*o south and he had me take the letters for 
him and mail them when 1 got a chance. This he swallowed for it all 
looked very reasonable, especially when I h-d the Chicago Times, The 
map he did. not find. 

I stayed with them two days after they jfarolled; me, and tl en 
1 bouyht me a 1 one for $220, a cheap one, for a yood one costs from 
$4 CO to .f'i'.OO. 1 told the Cantain 1 wanted to yo to my uncles in Georgia, 
and asked him if he would not r "i^e irte a letter of recommendation,, '/diet 
he did; it read something like this: "All yood SouM ern men will treat 
the bearer with respect, on Ms way to Georgia, as he is a deserter foom 
the Northern army and has come here for our protection, Tyj.Ham Comely, 
Confederate Scouts. On the 7tb 1 started on ny jo/n/ney, and on the ."th 
I stayed, all ni^ht at Dr. Owens, a leading man amen'-' th" "ecesh; he 
inquired all anoint me and. was glad to see one Yanlree /ho had sense 
enouyh to know that they could not whip the south. I pleased this old 
fellow so 'veil that he wanted me to stay a day or two with him, ml ich I 
did , and it was a lucky thiny I did as the sequel will show. 

On the 11th, I started on. and met with no bad. Inch, my letter of 
recommendation served me well. I m°t soldiers every/ day hut had no trom-i 
to yo on. Still I was not satisfied, my mind, was uneasy all the time. I 
would try and reason with myself, now no person on top o'- the earth knows 
my secret and I have had no trouble so far, but th^n I wrniid think, how 
the d--l I was going to yet back, that I must dot but I concluded to 
borrow no trouble: I always had gotten throuyh the 'world so for, and I 
would try still to do so. On the 13th, I rot to my journey's end, the 
Uncl^ story must play out now, so 1 was taken unwell and not nhl- to 
travel* 1 enyayed 1 oard for a week or two until I could get able to do 
something, I intended to yo to work doiny sometniny for a living provided 
I could find anything to do. This was what I told. My or dors were to stay 
here until 1 found out what I wanted to know, I can tell you where if was 
that I went, and you look on a war man and you will see; it was at 
Meridian where the R.R. running from Vick-'burg East crosses the Mobile and 
Ohio R.R. right on the State line of Alabama and Mississippi. Cn the 
morning of the 2it 3 things began to look a-S I wanted, but I stayed until 
the next day to make certain that 1 was right.. The General told me to 
stay until the 1st of May, unless I found out before, and if not >y that 
time, to make my -way back as well as I could. But I was satisfie> that 
I was right, and 1 started back, ho?/ comes tie pinch, Mber. I cane down, 
I traveled mostly in Mississippi on the lino of Alabama, hut I must not 
go back the same 'way. I struck East into Alabama or rather north-east, 
and then due north, about fifty miles East, from where 1 travelled o n 
my way clown before I changed course north, and while traveling East I 
met some soldiers twice who asked me which way I was goin", I told, the 
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that 1 had deserted from Grant's army a t Vickshurg and I was making my 
way to my uncle's In North Carolina; that was all right and I -vent on, 
I stopped to 'it ay all right 'it a private house; the ma of the houae 
was very talkative and I told my story. He was a well posted man and a 
reading man, for 1 found a late Macon paper (tils whish is an uncommon 
thing in the south,) He told me that some General had issued an order 
that all deserters from the Yankee Army should leave the Confederate 
lines in thirty days or "bo subject to the conscript. How I thanked thot 
General up my sleeve, for that order. But I let on to him that 1 felt 
very had ahout It, for I had deserted my own arimy to get rid of fighting 
and I would rather go hack If I had to fight, I asked, him If h Q has ,?,een 
the order. He said he thought it was in sis last paper. Ho got it for 
me and 1 read it. The editor went on to nay that it was a aood order and 
ought to have been put in force before, and the Yankees would have so 
much knowledge of whet "was goiuw on dow soutk . I asked him for the paper 
and he gave it to me, and tfis served me to travel on nnti 1 1 got outside 
the lines, 1 got up near Ruscmnbla, when I was taken prisoner as a spy, 
they took me to their heed-quartern whle.ii happened to be within, thirty 
miles of my old friend, Dr. Owens: they searched me and foii.nd rethinr but 
about three hundred, dollars In southern currency and one hundred and 
twenty dollars in gold. I started with ftl."0 In Pouthern Currency and 
$120 In gold. 'i'iie General told me that If I should. g-1 into trouble to 
use the gold to bribe the guards with; the-' hod a trial and could prove 
not ing at all that looked suspicion ■>. That was so near their lines and 
still travel Una north, I bold the officer thr t I could, not stay In the 
south unless I went into the service and rather than do that I would try 
and. slip past, our- lines and get home to Illinois, for I did not dare 30 
back to my own company for fear the 7r would try and. court martin] end 
hang me; he said he thought I was all right. Put the better piece 
would be to send me to Bragg, 1 thought I was rone up then; after he 
kept me two days, I told him that If he would, send for old Dr. Owens 
that 1 could prove my character by him although I had not much acquaintance 
with him. He sent for him at my expense and the old fellow was [had to 
see me, though he said he did not like to vouch for a man that he had no 
better knowledge of then he had of me. But i had worked myself into his 
good graces so much that he told me that If I would go and atav ./ith him 
and give him my word and honor that I would not leave , he would take me 
provided I would pay my board. 1 accepted his proposition and went home. 
They watched me very closely a day or two, but on the second night report 
came that the Yankee Caval- y was within a m'le end a half, thus when 
they came up I was up In the loft. 1 heard the nigger boy tell the Doctor 
I jumped up frightened ou , of my alts, rushed down Stairs, told the Dr. 
to hurry and we took, to the bushes, how I did want to see them co:::e along 
the roadu but they did not com , and we found out it was a false alarm. 
After this le did not watch me any- I could go off all dag to the Creole 
fishing, come 1 ome and it would be all right. I wrote letters for the 
whole neighborhood to their husbands and friends in the array, and! they 
t! ought I was the smartest kind of a man. There was one woman in the 
neighborhood whose old man had, rf one to the Yankees, and si e told me she 
'•vould lllce to go herself If she could only get her gaocls t'.rouwdi, but the 
nijghbors had threatened to burn her goods if she started, I told her she 
would not need any -pods, I was then will in fifty miles of our rickets 
and the hardest n rt of the trip to make. For the purpose of keeplna 
conscripts frou running out, I told this woman (her name was Rnrtin) that 
if she would go, the Yankees would take care of her. She had a little 
girl five years old. I promised to meet hwr at Cedar Creel-: ford earlg in 
the morning, and that she must tell that she was going on a visit a^out 
ten miles from there, and if there was a.ny one at the ford, she must ash 
me to help her on a piece with her little girl. The next moraine, on 
the Oth, we started" we got to the creek and th~> skiff was on the other 
side. I stripped, off and swam across, got the skiff and set her across. 
It,.was then five miles to Bear Creek; when we got. there, tae skiff was 
on the other aide. I swam over and got it, sent the n ami an across, and 
then let the skiff go do ".an th" stream, "-e then tool: to the woods eon' 
travelled on until dark, tie sat down, ate a ' ittle corn bread an ft had 
quite a rest. By this time the little girl was so tired th.-t she fell 
asleep, I took her in. my arms ant. on. we we-t, fJe had made about twenty 
miles; .-'bout ten o'clock we lost our road and wandered all "round, I 
carried the child until my arms ached, so 1 thought 1 would rive out. 
The woman told me that she knew the country so well that she could r 'o 
to our pickets without takir." the road; age did pretty veil until "bout 



ten when she got lost and could tell nothing about where she was. We 
walked constantly until day break, when we .again struck the right path 
and we were only ?bout ten miles nearer than we were the night before, 
and I am certain that I walked tweniy£five miles. I felt, certain that 
they would follow me, anc I knew that it was Impossible for them, to catch 
me unless they tracked me with the nigger hounds, and every clog that 
would bark I would quicken my pace,; /The little girl walked pretty "ell, 
and about one o'clock we came In sight of our pickets, 1 then bid the 
woman good-by, gave her twenty dollars in gold' and twenty in paper. 
I was halted by our ickets, and they took me prisoner, and marched me 
to head-quarters. The General reached and grasped my claw and gave It 
a goqd shake. He was glad enough to; see me and tear what I had. to tell, 
lay report was very satisfactory. He . then told me to -o anywhere 1 chose 
for a month and gave me a free pass ■ on all the roads. I think 1 shall 
go to Illinois next week, and when 1 get back I shall probably continue 
In the same service. ; 

low I have given you as well as I could a sketch of my trip to 
Dixie, though there are a good many, incidents that occured that might be 
interesting to you but am too tiredt bo write more." 

In the Vicksburg campaign, General -Grant was very anxious to 
have me keep check on all troops moving to his rear. Before he started 
on this campaign, I had planted men at Meridian, Selma, Jackson and 
^ Atlanta and we had a pretty good idea of what forces were in that country 
and what we would have to meet. After Grant got to the rear of Vicksburg 
Johnston began concentrating a force to' attack him and relieve Vioksbnrg. 
There came in all sorts of rumors of the movement of troops from Bragg 
and Lee to the Bear of Grant. There was a great deal of anxiety in re- 
gard to it, but the reports of our men at these different places where 
concentrations of the enemy would be made were much that the dispatches, 
&c. that came from Washington were not Confirmed. Mien Johnson commenced 
accu^atlng his force, we kept such; a close check upon it, sending the 
information to Memphis and having if sent down the Mississippi River to 
Grant, that he was able to draw to him a force from the north equally 
as large as the enemy were sending to Johnston. You remember he received 
most of the command of Gen. Schofielct who commanded the Department of the 
Missouri. He also moved General Parke's 9th Corps from East Tennessee, 
and sent General Herron's division from west of the Mississippi. These 
spies sent In their reports very rapidly, I had Instructions that Mien 
the news was of great importance they should go right in and try to get 
to Grant at Vicksburg instead of coming to fed, and one or two of those 
who attempted it got killed, but we got good communication around in 
about a week or ten days. ; 

One of the spies named Sanborn, coming directly from Gen. Johnson's 
command, reached General Grant early. 'in the morning of the Battle of 
Champion's Hill and gave him the position of General Johnston's command 
and its strength. Major General Frederick D. Grant, at the meeting of the 
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Society of the Army of the Tennessee at Columbus, Ohio, in speaking 
of the bravery and usefulness of these spies said he was with his father 
when the spy reported to General" Grant and the information he gave 
was that Johnson with his force was ; too far away to join General 
Pemberton and he was enabled to defeat the rebel army "in detail first 
attacking Gen. Pemherton 1 s command and driving him, if necessary into 
Vieksburg and then, turning on General Johnson and defeating him. 

These spies were known at my headquarters v y numbers or letters 
instead of by name. 1 kept a book in which- 1 fentered their reports or 
letters, then I had a slip with their names upon it which no one saw 
but myself, "so there world be no possibility of their names or 
location becoming known to the enemy. It is a singular fact that when- 
ever one of them was captured some :prdiminent officer of the enemy would 
defend him as being a good confederate. 

• When I first reported 'at Corinth, in November, 1862, a spy 
whom I will designate as "H 8 as he ;is still alive and living In the 
South and more than 80"" years of" age, ' and" who 'at that "time '''livea- In"" Rienzi, 
south of Corinth, reported to me as having been employed as a spy by 
General Rosecrans, and. wanted me to continue him in the service. As my 
funds were limited, 1 hesitated, but after talking with him and getting 
his plan of remaining in the enemy 'is lines and pretending to be a spy 
upon us for them, 1 saw that if he "was an honest man ?-:%«£ could be of 
great use to us. 1 trusted him, and. he went down t~> General Polk's 
headquarters and remained as a spy -for Polk. My instructions to him were 
never to tell a lie about our forces, to avoid telling all he could/ but 
whatever he did, to tell the 'truth.; I knew in that way he could get a 
standing with the enemy, and I also knew the enemy trould know pretty 
much all about us, and no harm would oome from what he would tell. He 
would take from my lines letters from members of the 1st Alabama Cavalry 
to their families, 'and occasionally contraband- goods, medicines, &c. 
which he claimed to have smuggled throng! our lines. Some of these 
letter were written especially for : the benef.it of ? the enemy. He would 
take them, through the lines, but before giving them to the parties for 
whom they were intended, he would take them to Polk's headquarters for 
him to read and he soon gained the :confidence of Polk. * 
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After the Vicksburg campaign, 1 sent the spy n E n through to 

Atlanta and Richmond to get on to; the movement of troops to the "Test. 

My chief of Staff, Col, George E. ^Spencer, gives the following statement 

in relation to the trip of this spy and its result: 

"General Dodge had under the direction of General Grant, a 
large secret service fSoroe, and we were constantly sending spies all 
over the confederacy. It was probably one of the most effective 
secret service forces In the federal army, and General Grant used to 
rely on it largely for information concerning^he movements of the eniay 
In the summer of 1863, he sent spy "11" who vms a very shrewd and. adroit 
spy, from Corinth to Okolona., Miss; from there to Merdiana and 
Mobile, thence to Montgomery, thence t'o Atlanta, from there through to 
Savannah and Charleston and Richmond, Virginia. He returned with Long- 
street's command when he went to join Bragg as far as Jonesboro, in 
East Tennessee. He then left Longstree,t hired horses, rode to a point 
where he could communicate with General Dodge and reported to us that 
Longstreet was on his way to join; Bragg and crush out Rosecrans. Gen. 
Dodge at once telegraphed the information to General Grant and also to 
General Rosecrans. This was at -least a week or ten days before the 
battle of Chiekamauga. We received a reply from Rosecrans that our 
information was entirely incorrect, and he intimated that if we would 
attend to our own business, he would attend to his. During the invest- 
ment of Vicksburg by General Grant, we kept a large number of spies in 
the rear of Vicksburg, and daily furnished General Grant information 
concerning the movement of troops" in Mississippi, outside of Vicksburg. 
1 made several trips itito the Confederate lines with flags of truce, 
more for amusement than anything else and some . very successful ones. 

..Once- ■■! went., .to .General .Roddy..'. s. headquarters... at. Tusoumbia,... about .sixty 

miles from us and once I went to the headquarters of General Juggles at 
Okolona." 

When "H" reported -to me and gave me the movements of General 
Longstreet, 1 at once saw its great importance. I immediately communi- 
cated them to General Grant and. to General Rosecrans. I was not in his 
command, but sent them as directed. As Colonel Spencer states, General 
Rosecrans did not receive the dispatch very kindly. You know there was 
a good deal of feeling between Grant- and Rosecrans, and 1 suppose it 
was for that reason. 1 notified General Grant of the dispatch.,.' 
1 received from General Rosecrans -in answer to the news I sent him, and 
Grant no ified me that I need not ;send any more dispatches 'to Rosecrans 
tat to send them to him and he would forward them to him through the 
War Department. 

General Rosecrans' failure to pay any attention to my dispatches 
was fatal to his campaign and. it is also a fact that General Wilder, 
General Sheridan and General Smith D. Atkins, alt of' his command, gave 
him similar information, He did not believe it, nor did he act. on it. 
General John G. 7/ilder, on November 4, 1908, at the meeting of the- 
Loyal Legion of Ohio, made the following statement of the matter:- 



"At nine that, night, I pushed down the valley of Peavlne 
Creek, through the enemy's pickets, and got throuhh "Without loss, and. 
captured Brafr^ 1 s mail wagons coming to him, in which there was infor- 
, mat inn that Walker 'was coming frora Jackson, Mi' :! -s, with ten thousand 
re -armed Vioksburg prisoners, and that Longstreet was on his way from 
Virginia with his corps of twenty-three thousand men to aid Bragg in 
destroying Rosecrans' army. 

We reached Lee and Gordon's Mill about three A. 1.1. , where 
Crittenden was encamped. I went to his tent to inform him of Miie monen- 
tus news, and found him asleep. He was awakened but refused to he 
distrubed or listen, to what I said. Taking a few men with me, I rode up 
to General Thomas, then at Pond Spring. 1 took the letters and four- 
prisoners we had picked, up, one from Longstreet and. three from Walker, 
who had come on ahead of their commands. I reached General Thomas about 
sunrise just as he was preparing" for breakfast, and told, him the situation. 
He asked me if Rosecrans had been informed, and .1 .told him he had. not. 
He called for his horse, and without waitin^ for breakfast, rode with me 
to General Rosecran 1 s headquarters, abou.'j a mile farther up the val'ey. 

Rosecrans was just sitting down to breakfast as we rode up, 
and came out to ine and warmly congratulated me on my work nt Chattanooga. 
I immediately informed him of my movement to Tunnel Hill and told him of 
the information obtained from the letters and prisoners. He assured roe 
that I was mi ''"taken as lie had a telegram from '"ashirm-ton only a few 
moments before, saying that no troops had left Vrigiwia or Mississippi 
for Bragg. 

I showed him the letters and called in the prisoners, each of 
them told him of their commands coming to Bragg* s assistance. 

General Rosecrans at once gave orders for McCook, who was in 
hhe valley below LaFayette, In Bragg 1 s rear, to come at all speed and 
join Thomas in KcLemores Cove," 

General Sheridan in his memoirs says he ha-: been so uneasy about- 
the disjointed situation of our aesnmy that he sent a spy into the enemy s 
lines, who penetrated them and obtained the information wanted. He was 
captured but escaped by crawling on his belly through the enmy's picket 
line, decievinn- the senti&als by iroitatin™ the grounts of the half wild 
sdnd-colorod hogs of that country. He succeeded in reaching, '-osecrans ! 
head-quarters and then gave the definite Information that Bra--;" 1 - Intended 
to fight arc! expected to ]>"• reinforced by Longstreet. 

General Smith: D. Atkins of General hfilder'i cavalry command, 
told me, when we were returnin" from the mooting of th--- Goeisty of the 
Army of the Tennessee at Columbus, Ohio that lie captured a prisoner 
from General Longstreet' s command, some three days bfefore the battle 
of Chickamauga, that he thought it of so much Importance that he took- 
the prisoner direct to General Rosecrans who heard the prisoner's state- 
ment giving his company and. regiment and that he was then wit 1 .Longstreet. 
Rosecrans told him he lied; that Longstreet was -.In the East, He frightened 
the prisoner so that General Atkins had to intercede and take him away. 

If on my report of any of these officers, General Rosecrans 
had immediately concentrated his force in front of Chattanooga, the 
result of that great battle would, probably have b~eu a great victory 
instead, of a greet defeat. 
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Golonel Spencor refers in his statement to his taking flags of 
truce to the enemy, he says "£5or amusement."'' This was done for the 
purpose of ascertaining what force was in our- front. He always went with 
some communication from me. The rule was that such eonimmieations should 
be delivered to an officer on the enemy's front and the bearer wait there 
for an answer, hut Spencer was ingeneous and sharp, and would cat^sh a 
picket officer who was not up in the rules and claim Iip had a very 
important communication for the commanding General, end fwd to deliver it 
in person, and in that waj- went to Columbus, bississippi and Tuscumbia, 
Alabama, going through the enemy' s. entire force and bringirm back very 
valuable information. It was on the report that he brouwht back from 
TuscuiTibia that I made the movement to the rear of Bragg in t3 e spring of 
1864, destroying a large- araoutt of his supplies. Col. Spencer's report 
was as follows : 

At Tuscumbis, Roddy has the followin. rT command: 

Debro, 9C0. Roddy 60C. sis pieces of artillery at the Tuscumbia 
Landing, Patterson, 1000 at Florence; Baxter, ""50 s Hampton, 300, ten 
miles west of Tuseumbie; Julian 300 at Gray's, six miles went of Tuscumbia, 
Smith 100 at Big Bear Creek, five pieces of artillery, Tpp above is all 
cavalry, Helverson Infantry 400; Bibbs, 500; foods 16th AlabaimfOO 
and an infantry brigade between Court land and Tuscumbia." 

Mr, "II" was fully believed by General Polk to be his spy, but 
General Forrest obtained some information or other that led him to order 
"is arrest and delcared he was a spy for us,' and. there was a contest- 
between Pdk and Forrest in relation to him. He was imprisoned and 
came very near bein ,v hung. In. his statement to me in march 1805 he snare: 

"1 enlisted Ju'iy 2'h, -I860 as a seoiwt under General Irousdal, 
chief of scouts for General Rosecrans. 1 remained with him until October 

18, 1862. Trousclal told me General Rosecrans wanted infioraiation fr~m 
General Bragg' s army. He told me he had no men in his service "duo would 
go. He told he he would give me $1,000 for the trip if I mould go and 
find where General Bragg was conoentratiiT- his amy. He tool-: me to 
General Rosecrans anil told him he had found a man who -? T ould go to 
Bragg' s army. General Rosecrans asked me many questions: if I inew tho 
penality of a spy can girt in the enemy's lines. I told him I did. Ho 't-c-n 
too]-: rae out or- the porch and showed me a greet supply of army stores, 
and told me to tell the rebels the yankees had eor>e into '"/inter quarters. 
I reached Brad's army near blurfreesboro, Term. Rosecrans told me to 
return as soon as I could, and that General Stanley would be in commend 
when 1 got back to Corinth, and for me to report to him: also report 
to hum in person at Cincinnati, Ohio. ''Then 1 got back to Corinth bn 
Hoveber, 19^0, 1 found General G. p. Dodge i.a command • and told him. 
•what "Rosy" had to ' d me to do. He told me he " r ould inform Rosecrans of 
my report, end wanted me to remain with ] in and bo -.you. Id '"iv-me work 
to do. This was the first week in November, 1800, I ih~n commenced to 
work for General Dodge and y/as in hi*"', employ until the end of t,be war. 
I reported tire movement of troops to John/son* s army durin." the Xbtaksbnra 
campaign, also the movement of Lonwstr^p't ' s ^orps to Bragg in September 
IB^gj going to Richmond dud r w 1mrmi?r* with Longstreet's command to 
East Tennessee. 
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When General Sherman made his raid to Meridian, i"lnr, „ I i? a nt to 
General Cholsfon's headquarters on the 7th of Fed n:r ] a . l r -'m, I 
..Pp-p-, -nff kin and hie couri'-r- 11 ! reported to hin that f'e fede.ro 1" were 
'T-onsinr the Tennessee river in throe proud divi. "ions, po sunt ; ra neve 
to General Foment, who ordered him to concentrate ell his forces at 
Oka lorn. This ran the Sth of February, 1-8 "3. Gkol:"tor pove ?ip r ms-- 
and told mo r,p?pr to stop until X pot in the federal "'ir-s. I started, 
but rant south until I found that Sfu msec 1 hod done his nor- ^t K.-rtdiou 
end "/or on his f?a;/ back to licksbur.p. 1 then started had: to find Gon . 
Dod.pe, - I readied his head -cm arte rs, the last dap of February, ISt"-*. , at 
Athens _, Alahorn, I Imd not se-^n him sinro ho loft Corinth. T pot to his 
headrpaart^rf! about ni'd t., He told Colonel Spencer Tv^r-T..-, j reached, .hii" to 
•piv"- r:ie ^11,000. Ho "too as proud to see me as I "'a?, fo o^o hi 1 .".. Ho told 
u.e he '.'ranted me to po to Atlenfa } Goorrpia. I tofts him ho one hrt a rebel 
officer could po here, 1 loft on to 9th of March, 1064, for Aj : p. n ,nta. 
1 not General Forrest At Tupelo, hiss. , for the first time and proved 
my loyalty fo the o onf edoraoy by Central f'holsfon nho commanded one of 
hie division.-;. I and Col. Smith's f the let Alabama Cavalry, '-iter fo 
his wife, and several letters for his soldier's "''inn:p who "jived in 
Rendoinli County, J,; hl.a« I pot Forrest ' a confidence that ui r "hf. he sent 
m^ and Copt. Burton, hie, famous spy. to General '-oil: of Deropolis, Ala. 
neuf day with, a very eoirpliirmn te r"/ letter, Forrest cooled all the 
lettere I hod from the "hit Albania regiment. 1 reported to Gen, P~lk 
and showed, him all my Yankee papers, a; d mh^re I wan from, ""-re told trim 
all I linew ahonf the Yankees, He :as -mmr-rled awa 1 " with my }' , opor-t arid fold 
Major Bennett 1 was f''e mo"'.f valuable sp;/ ever raoorti.n rr to him. 1 told 
him that 1 wanted to po to Atlanta., and. that 'die yenkees ha^ 1 win"! in 
advance of their amp; and I mipht find some of the , He -endorsed my 
views and set, ?ie end Captain Burton, Forrest's spy, to Atlanta and Rome, 
Georpia. Poll: sent a detective after me and I did not Inner it nut i I 
was cominp from Atlanta fo Co Lumbal a, miss . folic ordered r.io to tate and 
deliver all th,e let to it; I hod from '.he yankees to their wives and see 
what they sM.d. 1 did vdmt the rehe 1 e fold me to do,> I never told t v em 
anythinp fa-lee. I had the eroof to show f] em evcrry .tine I did. I had 
'". r Itfe'.r for Hector Dsm r is from Colons" 1 . Smith of tbm 1 at Aloha.mo Covalioy. 
Yon know the-- -no re brothe?"-e-ln-la,"r. 1 took dinner vritli the Doctnip ar'd 
he said I would never see Coronal Dodpe any more; ppnf tr^ •"• was the 
meet fearful or/- that i ever undertook; tJione wo.s nothinp saved me hut 
heenin"' m rr o"'' nn conn.' 1 el. The fend 
been, saved, V. r hen I ret hac 1 ' to Op 
pone up. I was pore at'-or.t thirfe 
.at Hili.eboro by Genera ' "Roddy and 
Roddy and Forrest :iaC< both r "otten auspicious of me. Ih.ey told .Lee to hand 
me, I '.to,s enaninori by hoe hi "faff arse they condemned me hut General Loo 
took me in. a nni va.f e room :~>:y~<f" csked me a f,ev/ quae t lone, ^r.o I an. a, ne red 
them eo.tisf aotorially, and he n-ec -pni^ed me as tlie some mari " r : o pave fell: 
nome information which folk 'had -:iven him. I' co/upr!:. on to. all 1m aokf^d 
me. Roddy Bent me uncle)? five puarda to L^e a.nd ordered th.e yuardn fo 
reta rn as soon as possible. The serpeant as^ed m-* if I knew what tlmt 
raea.nf; I told him I did not. The sergeant said if wo.s to -t«oof me. I told 
him if he would deliver rm to Lee I vr oiiid nive tula! l'k r C0 and he did. I 
learned from on^. of' Lee's Staff officers aff.-n- the unr ft.af Roddy i ad 
recommended Lee to have me sh:Ot. Roddy th.en wrote to Forrest "diet he 
could prove on me J and Forrest had me arrested on the ?rth of Lay, ISfni, . 
1 waa, never at liberty any more until I neae ■••d Genera 1 Doclpe at 
St. Louie , Larli SO, ICa'fS. Forrest had me 3ha.frkl.ed and handcuffed on 
the Sf.h of June, 1864 and sent me to fo^ifp, ,Hn , s and. put me in- - 
a sweat -box four by five feet nit"; 120 lbs, of iron on me. ho air or 
likht', and my ration half a pint of rice and a small piece of corn- 
bread twice a day. I remained here until So 'f ember fp 18'?4, when he 
ordered me to fieri dime, Miss,, fo b-« tried before is oou.rt martial. 
He told the rruard to deliver mo deafl or alive. I was shackled and kept in 
the stockade until l 4, obr>u n ry ( 16, 1865, -Then I was conscripted and started 
for Castle "'bunder, ^ioimond , Va.' vThen I readied Meridian, I found Co]-. 
onel Rogers in command of the stockade. - He" wps from' ray tovu, was ap" 
friend, I also found there Colonel. Co up-^11 and Lieut. Col, Dewey, officers 
of afaepro repiment captured at Athens. I "told them to inform Gen, Dodpe . 
where I was. .While hero I received the nair-e of Rebuen Davis on n sli-' ctt 
paper sayinp h.e eras the only man -mho cot/tid --.nvo me, ' Soluien Davis was a 
noted lawyer, o.nd brother o r President Davis of the Conf eclerac"". 1 pot 
Col. Ropers to write my wife to po and see Gen. Dod'-'e' and she, at his direc- 
tion went IMF mirlec and secured the services of Reuben Davis, 'he d him come 
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and see if lie could save my life. ; He came '"and asked me what the char- 



ges against me were 
me if I was guilty, 
facts in the case . 
tended my trial. 



I told him everything he could mention. He asked 
I told him "No" I stated t6 him fully all the 
He told me he would clear me for f 10, 000. He at- 
Forrest admitted he could not convict me, but would 
conscript me, which he did. I was then started for the Virginia army 
under a rebel officer who was afriehd, arid on the way to- Selma, Alabama, 
he allowed me to excape . I walked that night to Hamburg, fifteen miles, 
where I had a friend. I met here a discharged confederate soldier, and 
gave, him $1,000 for his did charge papers, andunder his name 1 walked 
SOOmiles until I struck a federal gunboat on the Tennessee river. The 
name, of the soldier was Josephus Turnb.ow of Arkansas. I delivered the 
papers to General Dodge. To pay Reuben Davis I gave him an order on my 
wife forthe money. She got the money from Gen-. Dodge and paid him, and 
he wrote on the back of the order 'Received in full, this* December, 1884, x 
Reuben Davis.' During my captivity:, my wife kept in- communication with 
General Dodge." 



After "H" reported to me,, he made the following affidavit 
giving an account of his treatment and suffering as a prisoner: 



"In accordance with your instructions, I herewith submit the 
following report of what occurred to me since I left your headquarters 
in Mississippi on secret service in. the spring, of 1864. 

While at Tupelo, Miss., where the rebel General Forrest then 
had his headquarters, I was told by; two confederate officers that Forrest 
wanted to see me. So. I went to headquarters, when the Adjutant General 
put me under arrest on the charge of being a "federal spy. They kept me - 



there for about an hour and a half, and then sent me under guard 
Meridian Miss, to Gen. Lee's headquarters. . I reached that place 
morning. Gen. Lee was on horseback, in the street, and the Guard 
him and said they had a prisoner for him, sent by Gen. Forrest. 
Lee then turned to me and asked me where he had seen me before. 
■him..a.t.. Tuscaloosa,- Ala... ■ (He -had- -released -me -there- on ■■■■•the- first 
April.) He told, the guards to carry me to his Provost Marshal, 



to 

next 
went to 
Gen. 
I told 
of 



which 
was done, and I was afterwards taken to prison. This was a little 'frame 
building without a floor or boards across the sleepers. I got some 
boards to lay on. There were some three or four other prisoners there 
and they were chained to posts with; log- chains . I remained there for 
two days, when I was sent for by Gen. Lee's inspector General. He ex- 
amined my papers, and questioned me ; about a great many things- in re- 
gard to my position, how I came to get into such graces with the feder- 



als, etc. I told him my position, how 

for both the confederates and federals 

Goldstone and Ferguson, and from Lieut 

information to those headquarters, and 

times. The Inspector General wanted to .know how much 

ceiving from the Federal General, I told him I could. 

had received scarcely any, but I thought from four to 

dollars. He asked "That was all in : gold was it not?" 

in greenbacks." 

He ordered me back to the 
sent to Demopolis by aguard. On our 



was operating . I was working 
I had papers from Gens. Ruggles, 
Gen. Polk. I brought valuable . 
gave perfect satisfaction at all 

salary I was re- 
not say that I 
seven hundred 
1 said, "No, all 



guard house . 
arrival, -we 



The next day I 

reported to the 



was 
Pro- 
He sent me 
prison fas : a tolerably decent one. They would 
communication with ■■any body, by letter or other- 
could notieven send word to my wife. 



vost Marshall, who sent me to Maj . Collins, of Polk"'s staff 
to prison at once. That 
not allow me .to have any 
wise,, in any shape, and 



the guard 

they then 

arrived on the sixth of 

of the Provost Marshall 



even 

, , . and 



I was placed in solitary confinement, and 
allowed to speak to me . I was kept " there two weeks 
me in irons and sent me to lobine, where I 
where my irons were taken off by the order 
Demopolis. I was kept in the Provost Mar 
month, when I was put in what they ; call "the 
was* a place covering, with the enclosure, two acrefe 
ing is one story high, brick, and wa.. formerly used 
owned by an Englishman and called "Hichcock's. Press 
ball on the right leg and a log- chain 15 to 20 feet long, 
built in the wall was fastened to my left leg. The cell 
feet by ten, without windows or places to a dmit the air or 
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hall ' s guardhouse about 
camp of correction." 
of ground . 
a cotton 
They put 



as 



was 

put 

June, 

at 

a 
It 
The build- 
factory, 
a 64-pound 



with one end 
was about eight 

light, was 



kept securely locked, and in almost -perfect darkness, even at mid-day. 



I could 

to 



move about over a space of some six feet in all, as the ball was 



too heavy to be moved. My food was insufficient to live on comfort- 
ably, and I was allowed but two meals a day. For breakfast at seven 
o'clock, they gave me a quarter of ■ a slice of an ordinary baker-' s loaf, 
as thick as thehand, and a small piece of bacon. This was sometimes 
varied by my getting a fish a little larger than a sardine in place of 
the small piece of vacon. My next meal was supper, at four P. M. for 
which I was allowed a piece of bread like- that for breakfast, and a 
half pint of rice boiled in water. : If I ever got anything in addition 
I bought it and for this purpose I : was allowed flO a week of the con- 
federate money, taken from me when: I was put in prison. 

On .the 4th of July charges were preferred against up by Maj . 
J. G. Dennie, Provost Marshall General for Gen. Polk. 1 was charged 
with being a federal spy; being a traitor, having a confederate con- 
scripting officer captured; buying cotton for. the yankees; and for in- 
vesting from $175,000 to $200,000 in confederate money in lands for the 
federal General Dodge. They were- read against me on the first day of 
my trial. I was allowed to have counsel and I employed two lawyers. 

They caused my trial to be put off to get witnesses and profif . 

Between that and the last of August three witnesses were 
brought up for the confederate Government to establish those charges. 
I remained locked up in the dark cell, in irons, until the 8th of Sept- 
ember, when they 'handcuffed me and sent me to Meridian, Miss., My 
lawyers told me that the confederate commissioner told' them that General 
Forrest had come to the conclusion, that 1 would be released if I remained' 
in Mobile, so he ordered me to be sent to Meridian, Miss. I was taken 
there under a heavy guard, who had; orders to carry me there- dead or alive 
I expected Forrest would hang- me when I got there, so I watched my 
chances to get away. On the cars I broke the hand-cuffs off, but a man 
who was sitting ppposite discovered me and informed the guards, I 
told them it was done accidently, that I was tired of sitting in one 
position so long, and that as I stretched my arms the chain broke. 
The guard appeared to believe my statement, but they fastened my arms 
behind me with a rope, afterwards taking it off, however, at my request, 
as it was too painful, and the broken handcuffs were put back on me. 

■ ■I ■■■then- ■■■went- ■quietly along, ■till ■■ I got -to- Meridian. ■■ ■■The .guard watched me 

very . closely . At Meridian the hand-cuffs were taken off of me and I 
was shackled with a gid Iron ring on each leg, and four links of a log 
chain between them., I wore them frogs the 8th of September until the 27th 
of December, when 1 was released by en. Taylor, who was in command of 
that Department. As soon as Forrest found it out he ordered me re- 
arrested and confined, and I was put back in the stockade. This- stock- 
ade had in it four log cabins, about 12 feet square each. 1 occupied 
one of them, I was fed with a pint of meal a day, a quarter of a potimfl , 
of bacon, or a pound of beef. That is all were allowed. After molass- 
es came in we .-.•were allowed a gill a day, but we were not 'allowed to buy 
anything of the citizens only by ah order of the Provost Marshall, which 
was very seldom granted. I was confined here till the 20th of February, 
1865, 

On that day, they started me east under guard, with a lot of 
prisoners, going as conscripts to the Virginia Army. The orders from 
Gen. Forrest were, that I was a spy, a traitor, and the most dangerous 
man in the confederacy- that I was; to be held, in close confinement dur- 
ing the war under strict guard. The officer in charge told me I wasgo- 
ing to Richmond. I travelled about 75 or 80 miles on the Meridian and 
Salem Railroad, and when the train, was wooding and. watering at a tank 
I stepped off the car, walked back; about a hundred yards from the cars 
and laid down in some grass and leaves in a ditch, where I remained until 
the cars started and then I got up- and made for Marion, Ai a . 1 walked 
15 miles on the railroad that night to the. house of a friend of mine, Mr. 
Turnlow, Hamburg, Perry Go. Ala. He was a Union man and he treated me 
like a father. I stayed there four days, I -think. My walk of 15 miles 
used me up, my feet unused to travel, were skinned. Mr. Turnlow* s nephew, 
who belonged to the Army of. -Virginia, was at 'home, they placed "him -on 
the retired list, and he had papers to that effect. He' gave me a paper 
from the rebel far Department, which I could use. there I was not known. 
It was an order directing him 'to report to an officer at Marion f or ■■ 
Special Service. I then prepared, ; with the assistance of young«'Turn~ 
low's papers to show where I was known. Capt . Rogers, of the co|fede-rat& 
army, gave me a paper by the aid of which I " made out a furlough ff>om 
Gen. Taylor for myself. Capt Rogers, who is a Union man at heart, knew 
all about me. He, has a brother in Memphis, who is a member of the Legis- 
lature of Mississippi. I made out; an order allowing me to visit Blunt, 
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to visit Blunt, Marshall and St. Clair comities, Ala. an/ signed it with 
the name of Col. Boone, Gwudg. at Marion, This order purported that I was 
on Special Service, and it took me to North Alabama , "'/Tien 1 got no there, 
1 prodxioed the furlough signed by Gen. Taylor- allowing me 60 days to visit 
ray mother and relatives in North Alabama. I lay sick at ray sister's twenty 
clciirs with rheumatism. Roddy's men were in that section, and the rumor had 
gained among them that 1 was at Gen. Roddy's headquarters, ironed down to 
he Irung. I was too sick to travel, and so I got my nephew to carry me 
within a mile and a half of the Tennessee River, 'there I expected to strike 
the gun -boats. My nephew is a rebel soldier hJmself and belongs to Roddy's 
command, My first attempt failed, bu t the second time 1 attempted .it, 1 made 
the "uri -boats eneral Thomas." They took me aboard at oucr. Capt. Martin 
-•as in command. He asked me where I wanted to go, I told him to General 
Dodge's headquarters. He did not know where General Dodge was. He asked 
me -what 1 ./anted to yo there for. 1 said I was acquainted with him and 
wanted to get there for further instructions. This was -the 23d of March. 
Then he took me into his private r-m and asked me to make some statement?-. 
1 told him about my capture and confinement, and he took care of me and 
used me well.. My cousin was the pilot; they brouyht me up to Bridgeport. 
Tile pl"ce where I struck the federal lines is called Lost Landing, on 
the Tennessee River, On the 24th of March I was turned over to Cant. 
Forrest, who had command of all the gunboats on. the Tennessee River and by 
him delivered to the Provost Marshall at Bridgeport, Lieut. Christy. He sent 
me to Chattanooga, where, 1 was turned over to the Provost "Marshall, who 
forwarded me to Gen. Thomas* headquarters at Nashville. At Nashville Maj. 
Hoffman, A.A.G. gave me papers and instructions to report to St. Louis to Gen 
'Dodge, I came right through then, on the steamer John M. Baldwin, 

The department of Mississippi, embracing the states of Mississippi, 
Alabama and East Louisiana is under the- command of Gen. Forrest, head- 
quarters at Jackson, Miss, Forrest has not mono than 10,000 men to the 
•best of my knowledge em information. Gen. Buforcl commends th° field." 

When •"n" was captured, I, of course, made every effort to rescue 
him, and communicated with 3 km through has wife, and furnished money to 
help him. They took .is wife prisoner, confiscated, all his 'property in 
Rienzi, Miss, his tome, end the anxiety and hardships his wife endured 
finally caused her 'death, ho is no.v trying to get payment from the govern- 
ment for that property, and. is havin" the hardest kind of a time to provn to 
the. Government that lie was a Union man, whereas his services during the war 
were beyond computin Ivl*>cA WW*w.** 

I remember this spy returning, to me at St. Louis when I was in 
emmruand of - the Department at St. Louis, Mo. He was so emaciated and changed 
1 did not know him. Hundreds of these secret service men went through 
similar experiences. 

When we commenced the Atlanta Campaign in May, 1804, General 
Sherman was thoroughly posted as to tin- enemy's force. Our spies inside 
the lines had been, so d tilled as to the importance of r "iving us correct 
information that when we received any word from eny. of them we always 
acted upon it. : f course there were any .juantii" of men who came in with 
rumors and hears. fry 1 ., and what they '"ot from prisoners, which was generally 
exaggerated. 77 o compered the information with reports we had from our own 
people, so as to get at the facts pretty nearly. I lv<' ! two men in Atlanta 
during' all the Atlanta campaign witl instructions not to come out to -gis 



except in some great "emergency . We were so close to the enemy during all 
that campaign that the reports of scouts were not of much use to us. The 
two armies were concentrated and f 3.0111.3 each other, and we knew pretty 
well all about each other.. When we crossed the 'Chattahoochee, General 
Sh^rma spread out his army, sendin^ General Mcpherson with ./wo corps of 
the' Arm*- of the Tennessee to Stone mountain 2 miles away, covering a very 
long line. His idea was that General Johnston would not fight him this side 
of Atlanta. 

">• On the morning of the 19th of June, one of my spies came 
out from Atlanta "bringing the morning- pppers containing the orders chang- 
ing the cinmand of the rebel army from- Johnston to Hood. My Corps was with 
Sherman, and was the extreme left. I knew that General Sherma^-. was marching 
that day with General Schofield, and as soon as I received these papers 
I rode over and joined them, and found them discussing Hood. They had 
already had rumors of the change of commanders, and when I brought the 
papers to them it was fully confirmed 1 . Sherman sat down on a stump where 
we were, and issued an order concentrating his army, and calling McPherson 
in from Stone, Mountain, closing in from every direction. 1 remember dis- 
tinctly Sherman asking Schofield what' kind of a man Hood, was, as they were 
orlass-mat.es at 'Test Point, and Schofield. told him. it meant "fight" that Hoo<| 
would attack immediately and sure enough before we were fully concentrated 
Hood pourddnthe whole of his army on our right flank, commanded by General 
Thomas and brought on the 6-elebrated battle of Peach Tree Creek, wMch was 
followed by the great battles of Atlanta on the 22d and 28th in which hood's 
army was so thoroughly defeated and decimated . 

1 left that Army in August, and when I went to the command of 
the Department and Army of the Missouri, and made the campaigns on the 
plains in the winter of 1884 and 1885;, and the summer and winter of 1865- 
1866, 1 used the --.ame methods in getting information of the Indians that we 
used during the Civil War. I used Indians and half-breeds generally. 
I had a great advantage in this, as I" was well acquainted with the Indian 
tribes, having been with them before Ike war, and w-e obtained very valuable 
information from all the different tribes "who were at war, and sent out? 
forces against them on Information we received from spies .who were in their 
camp. It was easy to get information through to us, because the Indians - 

never suspected anything of that kind. Half-breeds and white men who had 

married their squaws could go to them In safety and return "Ithout hindrance. 
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1 kept a record in which I entered all my reports as- they ca me to 
ine. I 'have preserved one of these books, and if hen 1 look it over nmi f it 
is astonishing to see how correct the reports of most of these men ,r ere. 



In transmitting information, 
sending it over the telegraph wires, 



our great desire was to do so without 
although we often had to do it. We 
used to send "by messengers and in cypher, hecau.se we knew everything leaked 
on the telegraph lines. It was considered confidential and never should 
have fatten into the records, although I notice that some of my dispatches 
forwarding information obtained in this way are in the "far records. 
"I suppose my telegrams were all destroyed, as 1 used to destroy all 1 
received. 1 di rot dare keep anything, fearing that it might, by accident, 
involve some of the' spies, : 

I know how Qareful General Sherman was not to divulge anything even 
to his leading officers that would in any way give aira/y any of the spies 
in our employ. In our army we always acted promptly on all their reports 
taking every precaution to verify them and they were of incalculabe value 

to. us...... . The. ...enemy... .knew... we. had. spies.. Inside their, .lines,, and ....as. a.. blind,.. . we 

•jf.se d to keep at our head-quarters scouts whom -ye would send out with 
Cavalry, or by themselves to get information. Sometimes they penetrated 
the enemy's Gamps and brought us valuable information. The captain of 
one of these bands was a 2nd Iowa soldier named Harrison. The captain of 
another was a celebrated scout, L. F. Naro'n, who want by the -name of 
"Chicasaw." Our forces thought these men were the ones who brought us 
the reports and citizens also thought so. One very valuable spy was James 
Hensal, of the 7th Kansas, now living at Panora, Iowa. He was my chief of 
scouts from October 1863 to August 1864. He of ten" went inside the enemy's 
lines and performed very valuable • services. I think he was the most daring 
and fearless young fellow 'I ever saw* Another spy was Kolb. I had, first 
and last, some one hundred of these spies. I suppose X lost half of them, 
generally killed in defending themselves when caught, or in trying to escape 
when captured. Some were tried by court martial and hung. Yoli have all 
read" of the case of Sain Davis, the confederate spy^I caught with important 
papers • and plans on him, wnd who was ■ executed at Pulaski, Tenn. He was a 
fine, noble fellow, whom I tried to save, but he would not let me, preferring 
to die rather than to give up his principles. A monument i -; being erected 
to him at Nashville, Tenn. In all my experience I have no knowledge of an-" 
of those employed proving false to me. Many of them had to enlist in the 



h»*f it- 



confederate service to save themselves, and fought in the rebel ranks, • '• 
but would desert to us as soon as they got an opportunity. One, I remember 
was in the confederate service more than a year, and was on our rGlls as 
dead. He was so efficient that he was made first sergeant in. the confeder- 
ate company he joined. He came back "to us in the Atlanta Campaign in fcis 
confederate uniform. There Is something about the word "spy" which tends tt> 
give a wrong impression of the service, lut there is nothing but honor in 
it. A man to be an efficient spZy. must have great confident tin himself, 
Hunt be cool-headed, reticent, never saying a word except when necessary, 
absolutely without fear, and a soldier or loyal citizen can do no greater 
service to his country than did those : who served during the Civil War as 
spies for us, . f . 

It took large sums of U.S. money, a large quantity of Confederate 
money and money of the local banks iu southern states to pay the 
expense of the scouts and spies. In travelling through the south, they use 
southern money. The greenbacks they had for emergencies. A scout or spy 

in starting, on. a... long., trip .was.... given. ..from... five... to .ten .thousand dollars, ill 

confederate or state bank money. Then we had to send Money to the spies 
located at different important ditias and strategic points. As we 
occupied the enemy's country, we gathered up large amounts of confederate 
and State money and our scouts brought in large sums, and the following 
correspondence will also show how we obtained the nee --ssary funds. 

On January 3, 1883, from Corinth, I wrote General Grant as 

follows: 

"I have the honor to. report that the cotton mentioned, in the 
enclosed communication was seized and;' sold by my orders at "public 
sale," The funds taken and accounted- for on proper return, they be inf- 
used* for secret service. The quarter-master department being unable to 
furnish me funds, and it being indispensable to have them at this place, 
a large number of jam being employed In the service, many of the men 
who will not take vouchers that are to go through several hands, and 
publicly sold, thus makir:r known their name and business, the money ir; 
disbursed tinder my direct supervision: and the vouchers retained by me to 
'•e forwarded at the proper time." : 

On January 30, 1883 from Corinth, I -wrote Gen. Grant again as 

follows : . 

• i * '. 

■ '• 

"I respectfully request that the funds raised here from the sale 

of contraband. cotton and from the fund s collected b ,r the Provost Marshal 

General of tftis /district, under existing orders, be turned over to rue. 

to be u&ed a s a secret service funds:. The general is aware that I connot 

procure funds from the quarter-master of this district or department for 

that purpose and hi must also be aware, that it is impossible to obtain 

competent men for such service tiniess: they are well paid in cash. By 

personal attention to this matter, ■ I h~ve collected a corps of rather 

efficient men and unless I can have funds for use I canrot hold them 



together. These men work for money, most of them, and run great risks. • 
I consider it, for the benefit of the service that they he retained, 
and that such rurbhority he riven me that my use of this money ma: 7 not 
he a erase of t north le hereafter." 

The sales of cotton up to this time had heon -bout ;y:/0,tOC. 

General Stephen Hurl-but, who oomrannded my corps, the 16th, 

during the Vicksinrg campaign, insisted upon my giving him the names 

of the scouts and spies, 'hero they were located and communicate with 

him fuh'ly in the matter. The inf orr;:a!:, ion vas to he sdnt hj messenger 

or if by telegraph in cypher, I wrote General Hurlbvt a letter telling 

him that General Grant did not have this Informal;,! mi and it would tahe 

an order from him for me to do so, I also told him I would ej/murlcate 

fio him any information in uelatio to his command. General Iiur]hut took 

great exception te tnis and issued '*m order f orblddinr: .". . M, and Provost 

Marshall turning urver funds to me, 1 wrote Genera] Grant telling him 

what General Hrrjlbut was asking and senfi him his order* and on February 

2G, 18015, fro:.. Vicl: Vburrr, General Grant sent ne t. is order: Sib $+&.{'«*. i m.«| 

''The provost, Marshal in your district will turn over to 
you all moneys collected by them under ejcistlng orders talcing your 
receipt therefore which they will forward to the Provost harshnll 
General in settlem°et of their account in lieu of money, and which -ou. 
will account for as secret service funds. Any sdditionsl fund - you may 
require can - be obtained "tm requisition on the Provost harshai General., 
All sales of cotton confiscated shorn. cl be made by Csptain TMdy at Memphis, 
Tenn. and properly accounted for' by him," 

This order gave me all the funds I needed and put me in direct 

communication in these matters with General Grant's headquarters. 

On April 5, 1863, from Corinth, I -wrote Gen. Grant as follows: 

"I respectfully request instructions on the following points: 
In your communication to me in relative to secret service fund you say-, 
"It will be properly accounted 'for. " I desire to know to whom I shall 
render the returns. As a general thing I have taken vouct-vr for what 
I have expended. There are citizens living in the south vlimglve us the 
most relieable information that will rot siyn a voucher foi fear of 
consequences in the future, end I havo had to pay them considerable money. 
The question' in my mind is, how much discretion I have In this matter 
and how can I account for the money? It is all important for you to keep 
these men about their iomes. They -work for money and I do not want to • 
take any responsibility in the payment of furor that will hereafter five- 
me trouble; and -"he/ 1 return thy vouc: ers I desire them to r "o into hands 
that the men under no circumstanced be know?:, /lease inform me in rela- 
tion o the above ot your earliest convenience and I ■■• r ill moke return 
up to date.* 1 ' ■ ■• 

General Grant answered that my vouchers certifying that the 

money had been expended by nie in pamser.l of spies would be all that I 

would have to five tut when prudent to obtain receipts to protect myself 

a s f a r a s n o s s 1 bl e . 
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For my expeditions during ; the India 1 " campaigns of 1865-6, to 

pay my spies, I drew the money from my quartermaster, and later the 

"Jar Department called my attention to it as follows: 

War Department, Washington, 
May 6, 1888. 

Genl. G. M. Dodge, : 

House of Representatives. : 
Sir:- " ' : 

In the account rendered by you Jan. 1st, 186 <"• for disbursements 

on account Secret Service Fund,, you acknowledge a balance due the U.S. of 
$2,909.65 deposited with the Asst.; U.S. Treasurer at St. Louis, Mo. 

To enable -this Department .to settle your account, It is necesary 
that the balance should be turned : over either to -me as Disbursing Clerk 
of 'the War Department, or to the Asst. Treasurer at St. Louis, taking 
his certificate of the deposit to :the credit of the U.S. on account of 
secret service, and sending it to ; this department. 

If you will send to me your check on the Asst. Treasurer at 
St. Louis, for the amount, I will ;send you an official receipt for it. 

By order of Secretary of War, 

: Very respectfully, 

: John Potts. 

\ Chf. Clerk 'far Dept. 

To this 1 answered as follows: 

' F or t i e th C ongre s s U . '"" . Wash ing t on , 
■ March 8th, 1868. s 

John potts, Esq. , 

Chief Clerk War Dept. : 

1 'am -in receipt ■■■of ■■yours-of March ■6th-» 1 have 'Sent-to St* 

Louis for statement of my. account, i think there must be some mistake 
for 1 am certain that my A.D.C. who kept my Secret Service account 
informed 'me after the Indian campaign In 1865 and 1886 that t3;ere was 
not enough money left _to settle up with the scouts and runners. As soon 
as I hear from St. Louis, I will call up and see yon and endeavor to 
straighten out the account. : 

I am respectfully, 
: G. M. Dodge, Late -Ma j .Gen. Vols. 

The Auditors of the War Department also got oil to the fact that 

1 had spent a large sum in Civil War and undertook at that late day to 

make me account for it. I answered giving Grant's orders and showing 

I had accounted f~-r every cent of ;U. 3. Money I had received to Gen. 

Grant's Provost Marshall and claimed that the Government had never turned 

over to me any confederate money; Miat | had 1 had captured .and that 

In the Atlanta campaign I had sent to the War Department something over 

$50,000 which I had left. This brought the' following letter from the 

War Dept-: . Jan. 6, 1887. 

"Your secret service accounts for the years 1864 and 1865 ■ 
amounting to §17,099.95 have been ; examined and 'adjusted, and are now 
closed on the books of this off Ice. it Wm. 'A. Dsrp. 

As showing the results of ;the investigations and trips of the 

scouts and spies, I give a few dispatches of the many hundreds sent by me 

giving to Gen. Grant and other, off icers the Information brought or sent me. 
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Before 1 left Council Bluffs with my command, I was ordered to 
the Missouri State "border to meet the enemy who were said to be moving 
into Iowa. 1 sent Fred Teale of the 4th Iowa regiment into Missouri to 
ascertain where the enemy were and who they wore and he made this state- 
ment in relation to his movements: 

"I went down to Missouri and succeeded in raining admission to 
the enemy's camp at Pigs'. Point, I believe 'they called if, in the "bluff 
I found that it was a mere recruiting --stat-rOTt ard that they were shipping 
off the best men feo the south and that they had no serious intention of 
making a raid into Iowa that they hao heard of Col. Dodge's movement 
towards them and that they disbanded and fled," Teale reoorted back 



to me at Clarinda, Iowa, and I immediately returned to Council Bluffs 
with the force I had. 

On March 8 1863 ? from Corinth I wrote Gen. Hamilton as follows: 

"The scouts in from the south give the position of the troops 
in ray immediate front as follows: 

Two companies of -mierrillas in forks of Hatchie scattered. 
At Jumper town, four hundred. Pontotoc, Col, Faulkner with 600. 
Two companies at Ripley with Haws, 7/arren near Brownsville, 26th Miss, 
Infty. mounted at Tupelo. Baxter and conscripts at Mkolona r-bout 1,000 
strong. and then nothiir; until we reach Columbus where there are a few' 
regiments of conscripts and militia; at Enterprise a few men of samo 
sort and Meridian the same sort also. 1 have every reason to believe that 
most of Van Dorn's baggage and transportation is on the road at tkalona and 
below and with the General's permission, 1 propose to fit up an expedition 
of cavalry to sweep out the entire crowd and pnsh as far south as circum- 
stances will permit. If the 3d Michigan cavalry come to me 1 car start with 
a respectable force, anb follow up with a supporting force of infantry for 
the sravalr;- to fall back upon end if at the same time a cavalry force 
could push to the Mississippi Central R. I? . to keep any force from flank- 
ing me, I may bo able to reach Meridian. It will take a ;yeek or ten. days 
t>o fit up the expedition, I want Cavalry. There are arms and equipments 
at Memphis and I should have them. 

A large force has come back into the Tuscumbia Vallc and reports 
are current that the enemy are mounting several regiments south of us. 
It appears to me tlmt now is our time to strike south, 11 

On June 16, 1863, from Corinth, I wrote Gen. Oglesby as follows: 

"I did not care to telegraph the disposition, of forces in our 
front. 1 send by messenger. Okalona be in" - headquarters they are scat- 
tered, in that vicinity, Brig. Gen. Rumgles commanding.. 

Col, Bovles, Ala. Regf. 600; Col. Hewlett's brigade, 800: 
Col. Ingle's Battalion, Col. Barton 2nd Tenn . at Verona, Ma j . Swing' s 
battalion, Kaj. Sander's Battalion, 1st Ala' Confederate Cavalry, 2nd 
Alabama, confederate Cavalry, Col, Murphy's Owen's Battery ("mail 
howitser) . At Aberdeen is Oohlson's State Cavalry, scattered up - of 
no account. Smith's Mississippi regiment has also been broken up and 
scattered, Falkner is west, near Rocky Ford. Nan son .keeps well to the 
north. 

The scout who is a reliable m?.n, thinks the;' have four thousand 
men, "ith ten thousand in and about Okolon'a. ITo infantry in that country. 
Re said report put Jo! nson in Clinton, Moore ',s Bluff, on Big Plash Burton, 
and Yazoo City, with. Iris cavalry scouting down and or' east side of Big 
Black, but the fact is the'.' krow very "J It tie of Johnson, ''.fhat they dn 
know is not very ancouraging. The scout only tayed about four ] ours in 
Okalona. Hearing of Rivarles movements, avid not knowing that they really 
meant, he .hurried back, Ruggles move was evidently to check Phillips 
or he would have been further north before this. They- think we are pretty 
strong, and believe fully that we intend to move on them with all our 
cavalry. " 
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On July 24, 1003 , I -wrote Gen. Hurlbut as follows; 

"I respectfully request that Isaac Barlbany, 3rd Iowa Infantry, 
detailed as so out be furlouyhed for thirty days for the f ollowtny rea- 
sons : He has done hi ' duty faithfully, and while a scout in the >uiewyhs 
country received a yun shot viov.no In Uie ar:. , shatteriny the bone. He 
will not he ; 'it for service for at least thirty . days ; ho has so far 
recovered that he can travel, and 1 am desirous that ho shoald receive 
this fovor as part recompense for hi"* formor vain r> hie services." 

On July 29 ? 1863, 1 wrote the command lay" officer of the nan-. 
boats a s f o 1 1 o w s : 

n y"y forco was In Lexlnytor yesterday and moved on Paris the sawn 
day. Tfe captured dispatch, from Cov. I sham 0, Harris and Brsyrr orderins 
Roddy to yo into "Jest Tennesson and control the election. Also an order 
from Pillow to '.end force east of river to cross at or- near Paris end 
join Roddy, !;:y forces In Lexington report that then hoar a force Is 
crossing near Paris, 1 desire some of my scents to yo across trie river 
and' see If any force has yore down except Biffles, Forrest ant" Yhilson. 
Forrest end "Jilson crossed at Snail BIw-T, Piffles went down the river, 
and as far as we can ascertain lias not yet crossed. The or do) 1 from 
Braay was for Roddy to cross on the f!5th. Please ascertain all the 
facts of movements of enemy crossiny the river, end on east side, and 
push the fun boats so that they can prevent any larye force from cross- 
iny. I send cavalry to brin- answer. " 

On Auyust 17, 18 s 5 from Corinth, hiss,, J. ". Barnes v.- rote ne 

as follows: 

"Benson has ,lust returned from Oholonn. Ho reports no clianye 
In the disposition ©T rebel troops, except that halker's division of 
Johnson'" orny has been broken ivy, two brigades "-ent to Charleston., 
one to Oholona anxl on Q remaining at Brandon, He reports thai Ihwyles 
was mevlny troops to encounter the two hundred cavalry --ent from h^re 
last Friday towards Baniettn, The c.a slry returner! last oveniny with 
six prisoners, denser says the;- have not learned up to that time, 
Saturday, of the expedition to Water Valley. 

He 'uou'iit a quantity of Southern papers, a portion of wl ich 
1 sent to Gen. HurTbut, the balance to you. I Instructed Hon son that 
he could remain quiet until yon. returned . : ' 

On October 21, lP-?3, I wrote- Can. Hurlbut as follows: 

:, I have sent Gon.eral Bxveonoy -''ri tt,OT| instructions, In relet Ion 
to movements of troops In case of an attach. I shall s-wlesvor to catch 
them before they re-ch the railroad, I h--ve oo;--eldsrabi-e valuable 
information In relation to the orders of d ot r moiy '-Vie 1st of t,hl~ rent. , 
It seems that about the sty of October ho erne red Lorirw, Lee,. Chalmers 
Foryusoiy, Gohlson raid Rnyyles to concentrate at TTew Albany for the 
purpose of brenbinw us t]":o railroad and thy" claim that their available 
force to do It wowl-' be 25000 men. And it also appease that Johnson was 
not then aware of Sherman's movements. A a seen as he ascertained that 
fact, an entire cha 1 " , ye was made, Lorbry Lee ens Fer.ynson wont, to Bra. '"^ ' 
and the Tennessee Valley, Chalmers won- alle --eh to run-.-, the att^nnt alone 
by scraulu'~" up what, men bo sou^d. Where Joi-.n^nr; no-' 1 "■ I en not, hnow, 
" ; n t T- In 1" e-vR Chalmers had. all the ava llsbyp force t-l n : i" in northern 
Nississippi wit!-; him In 'tis late nttncl;. •• The looclerrs all seem to t,nr-~ 
that Dnw;t" : ; has cost his all ea ■• fiyht t"h,^-'- 1 Chstt?n\'.oo-~a and Atlanta. 
And the;- r aa; r that Lee and Davis will, be at hho flw-t. They do not 
he'll eve that Sherman is yoloy to Rosecrnno v ut thin]-" h-"-' 1 -. r '"iw- 
towards hTrn-. ■'-,.■-• .-Y.i-r.p j and Atlanta, The disposition of t' ei.n forces 'hams 
this r 'T,i^i they I'^'H-y-"". 1 ,-' say so. There are ne troops at J-'out, ^'omorv S^lma, 
Fly- ten or Jasper except f' revest 0ns rds, -\t Fly-ton above and bel.e-r ane 
I.arye Iron worhs which th a y are wo-buny to ret o-n-b railroad Iron to 
finish th ■" SoJr:i n read, to Rome. Then nr° also huh!. din" 1 a baa r "oh ra:ll"" , oad. 



to Elvton, a Lams force i" at ^orh on it, and h- ■■ -•- pe-- they will finish 
It by Ohrietruu':, T.m.s rood is being hvilt for Lh ^ aole par lose of , 
rotting out the ore fo.r railroad iron row being manufactured ot those 
mil. 3o*~ » II o worbs are heir,'" built a. t H-Oma^ but heIo ;,r 3--lua f ortl f hIea.t le-i- r 
are ^oirw urn to ,vt,on cu* beets fpn;; .i vr.rlna' to d.olme, Al 1 no^opyiTViont 
wofhs n,i'i? l^ f v 1 1 operat I c>a at e'elm.e . 1 expect "]: ; nco: to destroy those 
"orfcs and the road. 

There are sor •• -Infantry nt Columluin , A p-rt of the gad dlssissl 
ppi I :-.t Aiabaraa Infant r;" am 1 a battery. Buggies io nine theee. Doo'en- 
port Io at Pulton n.ot armed one onlay Partly iv -i-''nnt^d . "T? lias are company 
at Bay Bpriugs, Copfain Burdens, The ruenwsy cor oc ript s that the" 
-.if!;: ram the-" row o^no to aarrlaon nests, flo not send them to Bror r "'. 
Thd men in the mountains report thot large numbers of deserters n ra 
begtnnx.e/" to come In again f re 1 ■ Bragg ' s army e^mi I snr? s'mnl l-tton.-'o 
that the "hoys bring in free office' 1 ", say that habile veil! not be de- 
fended. Selma papers of the 10th may Boring's division in <-vp it- wa~ T 
'-,e Bragr . ' ! 

On November 10, X c< "% fro 1 --. Pule ski, I wrote Oma^ral ""her'n.r 

a a follow 3 : 

"The scowls south of the Tennessee report that bee has been 
ondored to Bl -siss 5 ppi and has left, '"oina: by way of Qkalorn, leavinr 
P.oddy at 'Decatur, Lee tool" Forrest's regiment sad J oh no or ' c re r- lmor t 
of Rood;/ 1 ;-; 1 , o omma n d , be;. Tide hi a own command. They plan report tint it ia 
the current to.11; r, v i\r^~^ hi-' troops that' r: ra"T Io fag'ilnr bach :~rr<. that 
great preparations are being made In Cocoa Valley to srppV; bun," 

On. November 10, iPOd, Col. Phillip- ''-rote rue from Abb--"- -y, Alo . 
as follows r 

"I have had r.cont ;ln« T parti aa out today. One was at Lucas Farry 
4 wile's 1 ••••lo-'.r Decatur- another -rao. at Brown's ferry, both ferries ;n the 
Tennessee river; another was at Oinaa's ferry or the Till: river, find 
another at Buck Island on the Elk river, anot'er or t near nur.tsvlile. 
There are several parties of the enemy on this side of the Tennessee 
river, tlie laryeat of which does not exceed ■one hundred '.nan. 

One of my scouting parties brou-ht In tare prisoners today, ('me 
of whom left Newberg or Russellville an the other side of th-- Torn.-ssee 
river yesterday at 10 o'cl'och, a soldier of Porrost's re^imient \ hn 
crossed the Tenne-ssee river at Bi'a-vn's feri:y; t.his worn.! '"■■-. " 

On November ld s I805 ? Col, Phillips wrote mo freir Athens, Ala. 

as follows : - 

"I have hat scout ins- parties out today. One was at Lucas 
Perry 4 miles below Decatur, another was at Brown's ferry , both ferries 
on the Tennessee river; anotier was at SIoss's, ferry on the Elb river, 
and anetli.er at Buch Island on. the Elh river, another out near Event s- 
vihfi, Tliere are several parties of the enemy on this side of th-- 
Tenne'S'-'ee river, tlio lareest of while] does pot exceed ape hundred wen. 

One of ray scoutiny parties broupht In two prisoners today/. One 
of wliom left Fowbea-y or -^rsselvtlle ep tj-.o other side of the. Tennessee 
river yesterday; at 10 oJt\©^k fl soldier of Forrest's rewlmerf : he 
crossed the Termesso • river - t Brown -Ferry this mor^In, ". 

.1 wive his statements "w;iah mey be relied upon. Two briy.ad^s 
of cava.lry -of Lee's coa-manc], left the vicinity of Courtlard on Thursdaj^ 
last, one of these h""'pw( or- ' s "brirad.e too]: f.iie houlton d: Pussellville 
road, the aemriandlny officer 1 of which I could not learn the name', moved • 
on the direct Courtiapd a RnssellvIIle eoad. Per'ynson had four pound 
field pieces, 'I could not learn of any artillery with the other 
briyadOj these two' brigades moved from Russellville toward Ob.alona. . 
General Forest Is at Ohalon-a, Kiss. Col. Forrest's royira^nt wIlIc;-' is 
at Kerirbery was under order s to move this --earnlnyj the 1 "th irst,, for 
Okplona, his reylment is ''-neatly reduced in numbers nnr: much dissatis- 
faction existiny. 1 father from letters found on the prioner as wall 
as his own statements, llheoler moved some time a--o with i is eomi'mnd 
towards Cya.ttaneoya. The information above given 1 Iv-ve had from other 



iJLtt' 



sources to some extent, arid I believe that It may be relied on as 
entirely accurate. 

Roddy's command is stationed at various points "between Dixon 

>and. Decatur, Hannan' s reylv ■ a - - t is In the vlcinlt'- of Cou.rtland, v. «+ ")■-.•-.■<-, 
there sad Cane Creek, hat tCf^.m.' s regiment is at Decatur. Roddy's entire' 
command will not on paper e .ceerl 9500 men, and from the host information 
I can get, he cannot take 'into the field over 1500 men. He hod with hin 
a battery of 4 jiins, two 12 prd, Howitzers and two 6 prd. field pieces, 
6 amis belony to the Battery, but two have been detached within tbe last 
week or two, and I am of th - opinion that these two rams in. position tk.ar ra 
«3 a prisoner broiiaht in today who claims to be a citizen, was in Decatur 
at the time 1 made the reconnaissance to that place, and say the reason 
of their not fir Ira at my command when it was on t M. s bant of the river 
was that they '"/ere waitjj-y for me to fire first. I have information 
from several sources, ahleh causes me to Peal confident that they hav* 
some artillery ct Decatur. I expect to be In receipt of further information 
within three claye from the ot ,er side of the river, which 1 r of any 
interest will be immediately/ sont to you. I expect to yo towards Lamb's 
Perry and Bainbridye In two or tliroo days," 

On December 10, 1063, I wrote General Grant fror. Pulaski of, 

follows : 

"One of the scouts hsve come in fro-,, Jackson, Tern. He went 
with Forrest from Mississippi up there, and says Maj . Gen. Forrest 
with from 3500 to 5000 nioun ed men Is now there and oollectirm all the' 
force he can. Thinks that he will yo Into Kentucky and also says that 
he will try to cons the ™e - ^essee river. Scout left Jackson Thursday 
and says Forest's future movements are camp tat Ik." 

On December 28 , 186-3, 1 wrote General 0-rant from Pulaski as 

follows : 

"One of oxm 5 men has come in. Left Gov Sprin rr the 19th. 
Says on the 18th Hardee bed Lis . head.-nunrters at Dalton, with his array 
near there* One briyarle of Infantry at Resaca. KellY 1 s division of 
Cavalry was with Tlardoe. At Voce Sprlnr there was a brigade of cnvalry, 
Martin's division, the 1st, 2nd and 'hrd Tennessee under command of Col. 
Fneeler of the 1st 'Term, They -'ire bitildiny barracks and expected to 
stay for 5 the winter. in Rome there as s a large force of 'btate troops, 
estimated at fifteen thousand. Martin's other two brigades of Cnvalry 
wer n with Lonystreet, on hi,-; way Lure. He passed throu ii ( " adsdon, Somorp 
ville, Corirtland, "oc. No troops at M.ose places of sny account.*' 

On January 0, 18^4, 1 wrote General Sherman from Pulaski 

as follows : 

"One of our scouts has just come fro Johnson's army; says it 
is at Dalton and Resaca, not to exceed twenty-five thousand effective 
men. One b:; lyado of Martin's cavalry at Cave Spriny; State Militia at 
Rome, 0-ooseville and Godsend. All stores, hasp, etc. that were at Rome 
have been removed south. No fortifications for the army, ■ LTheeler and 
Martin have been ordered, back from East Tennessee, Roddy L~* ra.iard.lnf- 
north bank of Tennessee, from Flint Liver to Bear Creek, There Is greet 
desertion from. Tennessee, North Alabama and Mississippi troops." 

On January 1R, 1864, I wrote General Sherman from Pulaski as 

follows: 

"Everything alone ray ' ! ines is qui^t. All my reyiments have 
re-enlisted that could do so under the orders and elyht of then with 
three batteries have gone heme. 7 more are now ready to yo and have been 
for sometime but the blockade north of flaslmllle has stopped all trans- 
portation of our troop-., I hope it will be so ^e can begin to move them 
in a few days. Duel River hridre is all that we are waifiny for to have 
our railroad mnrlur. Boomer is at work on it but cole! stormy weather 
makes slow and hard. work. The late reliable news from south of Tennessee 
Is that Johnson is at Dalton with not to exceed 25 or 30,000 effective 
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men. We pick up a good many prisoners. Otir stock Is In .excellent condi- 
tion and we continue to liver off of the country. Gen. Crook's cavalry 
division is here. A part has gone to lest Tennessee, some '800 head of 
stock that I had. gotten together to- send to Gen. Logan, 1 had to turn over 
to him. He came here with 1500 dismounted men. ¥hat extra stock 1 'get. 
now, if any, 1 will send to Gen. Logan as ay working parties finish up 1 
will move them over to the Hunt svi lie road so as to get communication 
by cars this way to that point 'as soon as possible. If we could make a 
lodgment at Decatur, it would give an outlet to a 'large number of Union 
people who .are seeking our lines and who -would join our Alabama regiments; 
and- if Col. Spencer' s 1st Alabama Cavalry could he ordered to me it would 
form a neuc.lus that would soon give: us 'another mounted regiment. I fear 
that there will be a disposition to: keep our veterans north longer than 
30 days. 11 • . . . 

On February 18, 1864, 1 issued Special Order Ho. 46 as follows:'' 

"Private. Wm. N. H. McCreary : , Co. K. 2nd regiment Iowa Infantry- 
Volunteers Is hereby detailed for special duty and will report without 
delay to James Hensal, Chief of Scouts, for duty." 



On February 23rd, 1884, I issued Special Order No. 49, as 



follows 



I. The following named enlisted men are hereby detailed for 
special 'duty and will report immediately to James Hensal, chief of scouts 
at Athens, Alabama, with horse and equipments: 

Private D. I. Clark, Co. H.; 7th regiment Illinois Infty Vols. 
tt D.W.Thompson *' H ; '2nd " n . n " 
" J.C.Russell n H ' 2nd " Iowa " ,! 
" J, Vandevere " E 64th " Illinois " " 
11 Chas. B.Miller " B 2nd " Iowa "• " 



On March 21, 1864, I wrote 'Gen.. Sherman from Athens, as 



follows 



'"Col. Phillips has just gotten in; struck the. enemy 3 miles 
south of Moulton. . Two regiments of; infantry. and 100 cavalry. After a 
sharp fight fell back; rebels followed for 14 miles. We lost 4 killed 
and 10 wounded. We killed and wounded a number of the enemy and brought 
In a number of prisoners; among them a captain of artillery belonging to 
Forrest. Col. Phillips says part o-f Forrest's command is between Tuscum- 
bia and Eastport, and some report." lie Intends an attack on Decatur; some 
that he intends crossing the river,; A scout. from Gadsden says a Gen. 
Glanton-is here with two brigades of cavalry .and 15 pieces of artillery. 
That Roddy has been ordered Into Month Alabama; also scout in from 
Columbus ' says Lee, Forrest and Jackson are all ordered up .towards Tenne- 
ssee river, but only knows of -Forrest's passing up." 

On April 7k 1884, from Decatur, Gen. Stevenson wrote to 

Gen. Dodge as follows: : 



"Hensal was within 8 mjles of Decatur on the 26th of March. 
Morgan and his staff left on the 25th, his command moved In advance. 
They are 7,000 strong and moved north-east. The understanding was that 
he was going on a grand raid with part of .Longstreet" s forces. They are 
to get into our rear either by penetrating our left or turning lt» At 
the same time Forrest is to accomplish the same thing on this flank. 
He 'brings a large number of papers,-, dated as follows-: One dated the 2nd 
of April; they confirm the purpose of the rebels -to make damaging raids. 
^itv. Johnston's 'entire command is 43,000 Infantry, 2000 artillersr and 
8,000 cavalry. This the paper strength. Think the effective force is 
not so large. Nothing from Major lulin yet. 11 
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Athens, Ala., April 9th, 18 6-:! . 

Received of Brig. Gen. C. M. Docile, c '<ix thousand six hundred 
and .sixty -seven dollars, in confederate money, 

Phillip Hansen 
On April 17, 1864, I wrote General McPhersoa as follows: 

""1 returned from Decatur In; way of tlooresville. I think Gen. 
Geary raust have made some mistake; there eertainlw was not the force 
there he reported. 

The enemy in the valley was closed in on us, and this morning 
their advance in 5 1.2 miles out. Roddy in reported by scouts and citi- 
zens to have camped 9 miles frori Sommsrville at Sulphur Springs night 
before last. Citizens from Somniervi lie reports this. T.Ii addition 
to their force in the valley is all we know of since the arrival of 
Pafiterson except t ree regiments of infantry nt Koulton. Deserters cone 
in from there direct. They are the :?7th, 31st and 54th Alabama. The 
ncout in from Piles ville reports no movement r, , but says Polk's staff 
officers passed up examining the roads and says the "unny is about to 
move . 

ffi enclose letter from the conscript officer at Payette, C. ;i. 
Alabama, It is addressed to one of our men altboryh he is not aware to 
whom he is writinrw hur mail arrangements to Hon t a* ornery will bo com- 
pleted in a week or so, and we will get. the papers regularly, as well 
as reports. Col, Rowett reports a few regiments opposite him, "Also that 
they are -"Uilding boats in Yellow Creek and opposite Clifton. I.2cst 
heard of Forrest he was in Jackson last, Sunday. Refugees from Mohair 
County Tennessee made two reports. One was that|a considerable force 
had gone to join him from tse south and th.at he was to o+tack Memphis. 
The other that he was sending his trains, conscript •■;, Ac south prepara- 
tory to cross in/ the -enneesee River. Tie are in communication with the 
force at Clifton. Major Murphy, commanding that force, says that 
Forrest is going to cross, but he cannot tell at what point. rf e ha'.'e 
the river so closely watched that they cannot yet over without our 
haviny clue notice of it." 

On June 9, 1865, from Benton, Illinois, '■'. I. Morris, one of my 

men, wrote me as follows 

"I. would most respectfully ask you to pardon me for troublim; 
you but : .he pecuniary circumstances in which I am placed compels we to ci 
so, I cam^ out to see you some time since and as you wwre at Ft. Leav- 
enworth, I did not see you. 

Now, dear General, as I am out of means and in a copperhead or 
Democratic community, I will have to ask some assistance of the IT.'"'. 
Government and as General Grant assures me that if I can s :ow that I 
have rendered wood service to thn IT. g. Government since I went to Vi^ka- 
burg and have given true Statements to you he will "ive-me his aid in 
getting the amount claimed by me. As while in the service 1 will send 
enclosed a letter written to yon which if you can endorse, Gon. Grant 
will do the same and 1 can yet it allowed and paid to we or Gen. 
Grant will give me an order for the same anc let me si^n the name, 

I know yor cannot certify as to the truth of my losiny this 
money but yon can say r/kat kind of a scput I have b^er onO if I ever- 
came and reported a falsehood to you and yon know further that whiui at ... 
Aokworth, Georiga, 1 asked to be released as I could not see that I was 
of any great service to the U*" .Government and also when "t Patterson, ■ 
Mo. wit], my family, I asked to be released as I 'thought I was of but 
little benefit to the cause and yon- .know I have always devotedlny whole 
time to the r "ood of fhn service, and now, dear General, 1 bey and be- 
seech you to help me get my rights; if is all I want. If the U.G . 
government will 'he as true to me as I have been to it, -I am safe. I. 
am out of money and have my family/ to support and my brother's family 
alo; who was killed at Atlanta the same day yon were wounded. 



Mow, dear General, in conclusion, 1 beg of you to attend to 
this and make such endorsements as you see proper and also give me a 
letter of recommendation showing what I have clone while with. you. You 
may think this is a subject of snail importance hut it is my all. 

1 an: losing the use of the arm and hand, that I had wounded in 
at Sulphur Trussell, Ala. and if I dont get something for what' I have 
lost, 1 will he forever ruined'. 1 had 'to destroy the letter you gave me 
at Ackworth, Ga., hut 1 will send ;you a copy of it as near as I can 
recollect, except place of giving -and' recommend to Government instead 
of General. " " . .. ■ 

On July 18, 1864, from PeacK Three Greek, I wrote Gen. Mc Pliers on 

as follows:. 

"Scout in from Atlanta. He left there thi' ,j morning; says the 
enemy were moving troops all night. Last night the:H» trains were 
started off on the Augusta road. That Bates 1 division moved from Peach 
Tree Road and is intrenched on south Tide of that Creek, near Howell's 
"bridge, that tie bridge is ready to he burned. Ee also reports on 
regiment of dismounted cavalry at !Buck Head prepared to contest our 
advance* This morning Bates' division was the extreme right of Johnson's 
advance infantry and Kelly's division on north side of Little Peach Tree 
between me and Buck Head. This agrees with the report of rebel Lieut- 
enant captured 'by me this morning. 

This scout says that it is the general, talk that, if Atlanta 
falls, Polk's corps will go west towards Augusta or Macon, On yesterday 
Hood had the left, Polk the center, and Hardee the right, the militia 
in Atlanta. Johnson has received no reinforcements up to today. The 
enemy are at work on their forts and intrenchments around Atlanta. 

Dispatches from Richmond report their forces shelling Washington. 
jBtllarrtahpapers up. to the 17th inst. have nothing of interest in fham. 
An editorial speculation on Sherman's probable movements; thinks he maf 
■possible?- move on Stone ■■Mountain ■■■to ■ force' the' ■■■evacuation -of 'Atlanta* " 

I had written the officers in co.' mand in Mississippi nbout the 

capture of Phillip Hansen and on December 29, 1864 from Memphis, Tenn., 

Maj, Gen. I. J. T. Dana wrote me as follows:- 

"I have the honor to ackno?/ledge the receipt this day of your 
favor of the 11th inst. enclosing : letter in regard to your former scout. 
Phi 1 lip Hensen; Brig. Gen. Grierson leaves here tomorrow, and 1 have 
requested him to effect tlv~ release of Hensen if possible. If any of the 
family 'come to me, 1 will do all in my power and will bear the matter 
in mind." • ■ 

On March 8, 1885, from Head-quarters Department of Missouri, 

St. Louis, 1 wrote Captain Bell as follows: 

"The following information derived from reports of scout s and 
from Lt. Gol. Hayes, 1.2th Kansas Infantry who has been a prisoner of war, 
at Camden, Shreveport, Magnolia and other points in the south-west since 
April last, on parole, is submitted Tor the information of the Major 
General commanding the military division of the Missouri. 

Two weeks ago the enemy ' a . forces were holding a line from Wash 
ington -to Camden, thence down the ; h-asaita to near Alexandria, thence 
south. Their forces were posted as follows: At Alexandria, Buckner with 
his division; at Grand Ecore, a small force at work on entrenchments; 
at Minders, 25 miles east of Shreveport, Churchill's division, 9000 
strong; Marmaduke's old division, ' now commanded | by Forney, at Shreveport,. 
Where Kirby Smith's headquarters are. Magruder \ commands in Arkansas, 
he has a small force posted, at "Washington and. at Camd-n (now said, to be 
withdrawn) also a force at Boggy Depot. 

At Shreveport there are two iron-clads, and on the Redriver, 
fifteen transports. Their troops except the old Missouri Veterans, are 
poorly armed, badly equipped and in a very poor state of discipline. 



All giaerrlllas and conscripts take' 1 pint "by Price were dis- 
mounted and placed In. the infantry, many are desertirr and most of the 
guerrilla bands are workiny back into Missouri. The troops .fear a cam- 
•paign against them this spring either up the Red River or by way of 
Arkansas and most of the troops are so disposed ai to meet such an 
advance. Price's raid Is conn I do red a disaster, and there Is no talk row 
of another, except in case no campaign is made by us against them, "hoy 
look for a movement against them, and hold that they can -concentrate 
40,000 men against us, but admit that if one is made in force, they will 
have another to fall back into Texas. 

There Is no doubt that a large number- of guerrillas and con 
scripts are preparing to come bade Into Missouri, so coon as leaves come, 
and that they believe Genby or Reynold" are about making another campaign 
against them. 

Orders from Richmond have reached there to transfer those troops 
to the east side of the Mississippi River; many of the ohf leers- are In 
favor of it, but the soldiers, especially those from Texas, Louis v-'fc&v 
and Arkansas will not go. 

Officers admit that, to do it. they will have to bre'd: up into 
a ma 11 partj.es, and they believe if they do this, they -.Till never he able 
to yet the men together ayain. It is certain that the kissourl troops 
are the neucleus around which the array is held, and the element tljnt 
holds it together- Many circumstances are related clearly provlnc this 
fact, 

"When Walker fried to cross the Mississippi, his troops mutinied, 
a rebel Captain was ordered slot for belny a leader in It, sue! h'-- had to 
be executed by Missouri soldiers, as norm others won. Id do it. 

■ Ho efforts had teen made two weeks a---o to cross any/ troepe to 
east side, of the Mississippi. Col. T Iayes thinks when they ascertain 
that no campaign Is belny made against them, the;? will make an effort to 
do this, but It will fail, and they will in the attempt lose a large 
number of men from desertion, and to satisfy the Missouri troops a cam- 
paign will be made again t the posts' in upper Arkansas and Kansas. 

All able-bodied negores were being forcibly collected in camps, 
bu t a s y o t none h a d bee n o r g a n 1 z e d a n d a rm e d as § o 1 d i e r s . " 

On March 18, 18"9, from Panora, Iowa, J. a. Hensal wrote me as 

follows : 

"I notices iit the paper yeus- trip to \tlants, upon that sacred 
ground where Mc Pliers on fell. 

I would like to make a few reraarka about teat day's battle If 
It Is not out of place. If Is still clear before my memory, and It Is 
this. Do you remember of my reporting to you just almirt the time you 
gave Sweeney orders to move out? spray hh.Itehead and 1 that morning 
rode out In the direction of uocsfur and -am across a rebel deserter' ant 
he reported about Pardee lying up on that hill and gulch. I hastened in 
as soon as possible and reported to yoi. 1 . what I had learned. You had just 
left the troops, and I overhauled you; jov were by yourself, eoiiv in 
the direction o. McPherson' a headquarters, when I reported it to you. 
You made no reply. 1 then turned and '--ent lack, .and General Sweeney 
was just starting and. I rode along beside him. Ju • b as we passed that 
little lor hut to our left, you remember, just as wo came into the 
opening there were a few stray shots over In the timber to our left. 
The 17th Corps had a hospital just across the dol'ow and they wore movlnr 
it. Directly there were raoresiiols fired In that direction, we could see 
smoke; Sweeney remarked "I wonder what In hell that means , :l I then told 
him what I had learned. "The hell, you say; did you report It to Gen, 
Dodge?"' I answered "Yes," "Where did he go?" I teid him you went in 
the direction of the headquarters. Just about then five or six more shot: 
were fired. The General then burned to me and said, '''Suppose you ride 
o'Ver In that timber and see what it Is," I was Vrldlrs to tin ri'M.t of 
the General; I spurred ray .horse out and ma.de a half left wheel and down 
the hill 1 went and across the ravine. I went up In the timber, hut 
not far wlvn my eye a fell upon the three lines o ! ' the ensvaj. I can't see 
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why they clic'l not kill me, but I thin'.!, I deceived them as I was dressed, in 
"butternut. 1 whirled my ; orse an quick as lightning spurred end. down 
•into the ravine I went,; they then let loose st mo. I wenton un the hill 
and, it is useless to state, reported to Gem Sweeney. They fired about 
fifty shots at rae ; they wore in plain view of our men before I got up. 
Our hoys fired a volley and. so opened that "rent battle. 

Now, General, I have given you the facts i.>,. this case; whether 
you re:. 1 ! ember my reporting to you. or not, I do not know. If Sweeney is 
livirm, and you get to see him, and read this to him, I feel po.3iti.ve' 
he will remember it. 

I suppose you. remember the reunion the next day at Sweeney's • 
headquarters. I suppose Fullerand Barnes do. D£d you ever know that 1 
"bantered Gen. Fuller for a duel at Decatur, Ala? I xt ''en. Stepheson is 
still living, he ca." tell you all .about it as be was an eye witness, or 
his adjutant Armstrong, 1 think his name was. 

Now, General, I auppose you will get tired reading this, as 
it is poorly written and spelled." 

On May 6, 1807, from Corinth, Mississippi, Phillip Hensen 

•srote me as follows: 

"Will you be at the Grand Army Snoampment at St -Louis, and. 
on what day will the encampment begin? If you are to be there, I want 
to meet you, and -'bout that time I expect to he in St. Louis to exhibit 
my heard, which has hr>d a miraculous growth 'since I saw you. It is 
nearly or quite six feet long, i"" believed to be the longest beard in 
the world. Since the war I have been s hard -working farmer, but I 
am still poor, and friends advise me that in my old. age, I can make more 
money out of my beard then by labor; and 1 have determined to try the 
experiment of exhibiting my beard arc selling my pictures, and will 
begin this experiment at St. Louis about the time the old. soldiers, go 
into camp. I sincerely trust I may meet 3 r ou there. Shall I see you? 
Yoivr old. friend and scout.' 1 

On August 24, 1887, from Sheffield, Ala., Phillip Hansen wrote 

m e a g a i n a s f oil o w s : 

"I have corieltKled to visit the Grand Army of the Republic next 
month at St. Louis and put myself on exhibition as the only living 
Union spy south, and probably north; and possessing hns longest beard 
of any man living. It is 6 ft. 3 inches long: and is wonderful to behold, 

As Congress refused to allow me anything for my services during 
the war, 1 have adopted this method of procuring mmiey en ought o make 
myself and wife comfortable in our old age. 

If you. are there I shall expect to meet yoxt, and. ley my plans 
before yon, as I used to do, end get your advice; hut in esse you cannot 
attend, will you. send me a letter of introduction to some of the officers 
of the Grand Army, that will let tiiem know who I am, so they may know 
that I am actually the spy who did you. so much valuable service? 

Please let me hear from you immediately . " 

On September 10, 1087 from Kings Mountain, ITorV Carolina, P.O. 
MoGinnis wrote me as follows: 

"I have been trying to find your P.O. ever -. ince the close of 
t. e late war, and have just succeeded. < doubt yois will be some whet 
surprised, to received, a letter from me, as the general impression was 
that I died in a southern prison.. I only remained there until the close 
of the war, did not fflie, but suffered, death a 'dozen times. 

As I find that Col. E. P. Burke of f,.e 66th Ills, is dead, I 
hope you will be able to remember of my beirw enlisted by ymi as an 
independent rc^ut to operate under Col. P. S. hurke at Gamp Davis, 
Mississippi , end if yo' ! remember rishtig you made one payment to me as 
such. When I was captured by the Confederate authorities, I had a pay- 
roll in my pocket made out by Lt . Hubbard, a c"tin ,v Adjt. for 'Col. Burke, 
and approved by him, amounting to ('"090.. 00 which I presented to you and 
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you. hold me that yon had no money on hand for paying scouts at. that 
time hilt would have it in a few days, but 1 was captured bel-dVe I 
received it, , 

I hope, General, that you. will "be able to send me an affidavit 
stating that 1 was an indepene&ent scout at the time of my capture, the 
4th of . July, 1863, from your command at Corintr. , Miss. 

General, I would not ask : yoti to do this hut the Government 
refuses to pay me unless I get an" affidavit from you or Col.. P. S. C. 
Burke. 1 received my appointments as independent scout after being 
discharged from Company M F", U.S.. Artillery." 

On September 28, -1887, from New York, I wrote ,F. S. M\e%nnis 

as follows : 

"In referring, to' my secret service records of the war, 1 
find I made a payment to you. under date of March 21st, 1883 as a scout 
and . I have no doubt that all you say is strictly true. I regret th t, 
owing to the long period that has elapsed, I am unable to state the 
circumstances of your employment or enlistment as a scout from personal 
recollection. ,f ■ 

The following is a li t of the men, mostly enlisted men de- 
tailed 'from .the different commands, 'who served under me as scouts 
and spies. Most of them were invaluable in this service; they made 
application for the dirty, knowing when they entered the enemy's lines 
and were captured and found to be ppies, they would be shot or hun f -. It 

.Mas., .a. ..far .braver act . than, standing .tip. .in line of battle ...with .their. 

comrades because the:." must show great personal bravery and courage. 
When I look back over my reports : and see how many . of them were captured 
what brave daring acts they performed, it is hard for me to comprehend 
why many of these men chose such ;duty. Many of them were captured and 
killed; several were held in prison for months and not released until 
the war was over. Many were caught or suspected and in order to 
save themselves, they enlisted in the rebel army and deserted to us 
at the first opportunity. 

I have not included in this list the Southern Union men 'and 
women who were in our employ, and remained in the south all the time ■ 
and are not known even today to have been at heart Union men living 
in the south; they had to hide their' sentiments ; they were known to us 
through southern union men and members of the regiments raised in 
the south and were communicated with by mepsengers and so far as my 
•^experience goes were true to ourroause; \ 



*? 



-1tf.fr- 



Anthony, T, J. 
Adams', D.R. 
AJdj?idge»s.John 
Arnold, Wm. 
Brown, B. p. 
Bean, J. M. 
Bennett, Tyra 
Bennett, William 
Cole, Thomas J. Jr. 
Calendar, Wm. 
C organ, John W. 
Coleman, John 
Casey, James H. 
Casner, William 
Clark, D. N. 
Coe, C.B. 

Cole, 
Callendt, Will 
Dowthit, G.W. 
Burbin, Levi 
Dodds, Joseph G* 
Elkton, James H. 
Evans J.T . 
Elliott, F. M. 
Punderbuck, C .C . 
Fields, William 
Bloyd, Ira M. 

Featherstone, Jane 

Franklin, James 

Foley, Timothy 
Farrar, Jose 'h 
G r e e h , G e o r re e W , 
ffremry, Robert 
Griffith, J.W, 



Batohellor, George 

Brown, Richard 

B a rne 1 1 , Th oma s 

Brewer, Sanders 

Higginbottom, M.A, 

Harbaugh, Isaac 

Hens el, James 

Hurley, J.C.- 

HayneSj'J. K. 

Howes , Mark • 

Hasbind, John 

Jess on, L. 0, 

John, ;E.C . 

Kamp , J.J. 

Kolb : 

Logan \ J.J. 

Lindsay, Caswell 

Lichtenberger, Win.. 

Leighton, James 

Laferty, Owen 

Lamon, Chas, P. 

Looney, ■ Wm. 

Mi; s sen, Wm. A, 

Ma lone, Mary 

Maccaiister, Charles 

Marshall, James 

MeSrvin, Wm. W. 

Moore, R.W. 
Morris, "hi. 

Mulkeron, John 

McClure, J. II. 

Kills , John B. ■ 

hoAfse, W.W. \ 

Mur ph. y , Pin c lcn e y 



Boyd, A.W. 

Butl-r, Chas. 

Barren, Wiley 

Billingsley.Tho- 

Palmer, Jo""--y--h 

Parsons, R-y- 11 '^"^ 

Pierce, Lor en '::■. 

Perry, Jam^-s A. 

Perkins, L.n. , 

Rollins, Jo- v: IT. 

Robert, Boy 

Russell, I..'" . 

Sanbara. 

Smith, Wm. [!„ 

Sellers, F-rdy 

Stout, J. 

Slater, II. "h 

Summers, Ch'. rJ -■:■ 

Sanders, B ,h , 

Shipman, C :..-.■-■•. "h 

Thompson, ' ': .-, P. 

Thompson, C .c , 

Trotter, Klr^m 

Vanhoore, R. '■■' . 

Vandevere,, J- 

Vaudriffe., - T . . 

Weaver, Ja'w- R. 

Williams, J. \. 
Wallace, Id v ■-■-■'' 

Wilkes, Wr, 

Wray, John "h 

Wight, Irv.h''„ 

Whitney, G.o. 

Whltehdad, T-- >.■•'. 
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Glo.Rpie, John McCreary, mm. H.pf, _ Grishara, Jo: 

McOirris, ?.", Hanson, Phillip ' Masters . - C .'J* . 

Roily, r '.r>. Norris, George . ' Hillhouae, D.rp 

Naron, L.R. Harrifion, bin, p. Nicholson, P. 

Henry,, James D, Hi o hole, J.L. 

The enlisted men. detailed "or this duty received pay on their 
Bonrpany rolls aim. 1 pair] the-;, extra for whatever duty they performed 
according to the value of. the same. The spy liviny inside t Tie enemy' 3 
1'ines I paid tmch sums as they asked, many of them mould tahe no pay 
claiming that they uere not epies and only .giving inf orme tie--' as~ Union, 
men. or relatives of hhe officers and aoldiers of the let Alabama aim' t. -- 
1st Tennessee Cavalry and other royimentn raised j ■■; the mountnin chie J -.-""o 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Arha^sa:' ^ he, Negroes mere aleo of 
great aid to ue as messenger's and oouinm: 'ir.«bo our lines with valuab 1 ■•■ 
information and -I never heard of a negro glvinr np a Union' noldier r, -"~- 
or scout mho tmmnTbed hi:;:. 

1 kept a. private account of alt VM-rirp: rvjc eland, United r-'t-"'.a: : 
and Confederate 5 and amount disbursed. Prom scouts I tooh receipts er 
vouchers for money paid them, I. ".any r uf than; I inva no-;,- p-nt, n <~'t from 
spl""f; inn i do of the army's linen. Ae yet I nave not found my nrihr '.■•■■ 
account of merry; received and disbursed hut have many partial ace our-". 
connected uit' it. It ia probably in the- records I meat to td <-> Ourev .-"•>■" 

.5 

ah aes Moinea year'- a^c 
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